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fh& fir® ktotojT' sNsglim i® .t-my eb»care| tt 1# qait* , 

howev-fitr# thflt Wil® be««, bsimfed ftoa th« first hrsbltstloa . Bf 

jcsn* ■ 'llr?tory of othor roglott® poltits rsoaelwairsily to th® fnob that with t&» ■ 
.s-fv«at oiC slAjx Ijjfes ea area^ flrB has 'follower! in his vsto, Xt 1# 3?ao«itt ihstt ths . 
I»4lBn a pr».ctiee6? bsimiaig ths fereat eovnr «ach yssr 4a «r<S«w to 'kiswij th# ■•■•i- 
eotiniiy op-?n to trsval e®u3 to mSro twettag* ■ Wh®» the whit© Hsa . dasa* he ' ' ' 

nadottbtBf.tij?* hftotFa<!54 tti® dcatrustioa of otmir -with his es^m of oleerlait land 
nsnfl thwt th«r® foilewsd th« exiraslvo £Lt^» aet hir shoepsoca »ad SosAaea , ; 

ta th» cc?Rt>erHtt-BTjl 3 r rotjaafc yesra* - The last jEseatiaaad ftr«-a are r8KS«^b«r©3 ■ • 

s«a« of ibo old rosidoats of this locality wren today* 

P»n «5 in hlffi book Toatrs bef ora iho Hast* »tat«a tl^at oa hle' SBy- “feai 

E«ate Bfsrbrtra ia IBtB fowot- fire* mr« aacmjaierffll in the Cosat KaKgte ' ; 

of CouthE'm Cslifomta, Oth«r oarty acnttema of FoT^ft fireb aroi ■ •J ';'/; 
chronicled in the ilartfort *CoaraMt*^ fbr Oetohoy 7 «!Ml 2S#' iBSf ^ siattss: tMk .. 
vaftt fires in tlja.ooett of Southern Calif omia ware r«f Ssf * . .' ..:'■ - .t 

dofinita Xooailtfaa or arsas rar® recorded .In cither of the ©boir® rspocTte* . . ,, ^' 

Jn tbs year of ISTBf ecoojr^ltag to old file* of tha Ang®l#tf 
KxpiranSp firnh bura<Kl in tha praeticttlly froa Jtme to Sa^t^bar* tho . 1 

locaiifln.e of tht-.s© f tr«® mr^ nj.i?' 5 yc IndafisiltOj but B®ntiott la tssds ef 

of tha San F®mimdo Ecn^a (probably ^ooiaa «na Little Tajua^jo^ bo«^ ,. 
tnjj for ’^>!?'n!ta st a vtj»e* ^ 

Old reinidents that it rae a rar»ty In those flsgra for a year to go by ' ^ 
without at la^ast a®o Aisssatroua fir® ocfSurrteig In ths ssmmtainu* ^otmtfela f lr*» ••-■•,: 
th.tfty -ss-ll-f^d imd th« only th«y were tO th«s rallcy rccldcat# '■/■5 

wna that ihoy «fidc th« clSjastss iinbsftrRhly hot wfcaa the north rind blsirsf* 3 J«y ' 
eenffldcrcd thots. beautifal t-o watohi in fact# aarly ©dltloae of the Lo* 

Anrrolea Kwntng oxjireca of the '’fswatlftaa « 0 od to coiBticat rsa. th» rim ta he 
ol'tA.lj|<fd of m orsni 2»0 with the tougu®* of flaase iioklag up the BlopoCi Of th® . ^ 
Slerao aodra* 'V/; 

An Into as 18f§ t^tero Iwcsl rswisabrajsoe* of tso oattleuKon fyim fsrm 
s«!t the 'isbol® Gmwtty fifirtt ia th® Solcdad Ca^sreu^^ which firas rprosA Ih 
many plnco? into t-ho feroftfi tiudor diBausslowj erwacpiag oaf®®e from the jaetm* ■ 
tftinn »nd l.aylnr thea. expos^-^d to th« iplat^sr torrsnta* It 1;^ eftld thst -^s . . ■;; 

practice •cT^ntinued uatll It'M wtiam w© .had s «war» ^^iater.^hiidi caused froat 
^ooda £:co% the dettoderd Kind tho Jlmsthera Paeiflo Kftilrottd Co*^ Xo»i thedr . 

antdro togethsiy ^th. all hridgesj la tit® Solodftd Cnaytm* Aftor t^iib . . 

oplrodo btimilug of tiio ssmuitaliss Ijij, that vdoiaal^ cORsedt fbr » Bhit®* 
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oocni*rl«^ la tisXe r«fflai7^''lt »e,-e fttairt^d a .!:i*r<!?J»sa erf tfeMdor® -, \ 

Yflr??.og» on fcr\a ?crfh?,ga >?isa)5?s, fcareewl ft“fsr tlj# <snfclp« Ssn HUlsj tJ3« ?ar?fei 5 p | 

nlllB fta-l r,pt-<^ne^ to tfea Risai^y ^iwreilsf cc?ntlaam4,«ly tmtll «»* I 

tiisfalJshftd by th>i fsiili s'^sdnis* SThls firo feuaead tJi® front eoaatt^y tx^ Is* Cfta«»dft | 

to tho Krrttth of ih.Q Bi-U TuJua^A Cuitoyc'ajt ih«i <mr tli'^ of Biet*? 2Xsi# ?©^l^t 
(sit# Lukoiift) md 3,r,ta the Big Xulnnsa Oftisg^xni &s far ^jRat as iildo3* C}r««k, 

Whljft this firs waft In proffr-ftas, as’ospftpifr aeo-oujxts stateiid tb© Citf_ o3?, X>Oft 
./LOfroIftS «a4a m-ioLrolUfl witB thAtiashog foil ta tba ptreota end tB« fi«a was 
darV.on.ed by tb© pnll cf sisoka slilch Jaajg orar. ib» city*, fiio Btpresa of S^pteasbor 
15!| 1878), otatod tho Cat-asftAgfl Bang© (tollywood (uad Ii«»8 yoliss Hilla) waa *11 ftflrn 
©cd BBOthor poi'lO'as- fira sf&fl bamtng ha San. ferttandc Y»nllBy ater Ym , . 

la l9S0y ficoordiOi^ to tba Koii'ra Sons Org«a# tha ^Oria^ly Bear* a f<isp®«t ..firs 
occ«rr«<S ia tho vieiralty of tbe Cemt*. Aait-a RancbCji cscd Inoky Bsilihrjbi bod tro 
Jrtiijdrod R!»a f .tt« .3© Kflmtioa waa cjad# <tf how it etarietj to tb* ftxteait 
■to nidch It 

Itt geptonibor 15B1,, thn Skc yi-on-oisoo BuUetia r©port«<i * vory ftarican brash 
.flr« in th© Ssin I5i3o.s wntorshad* In .A« 5 ?«i®t. -ISSQ tiio Kootbly woAtbiriP rc- 

•'riofl raportod ftmo'-'.-s f row larirc firos obaerwe! north sM enist o.f |«c® 

Ansrolgft In th^> .niorra Mndr* Os 0{!'V3S>ar 18935), the Sfta Fr.'^jac.iftco Cferco^ 

.ic5.o ropoti/erl t-vo f Ima burnltiar ia tho Siorra tledro wocihtainfti, ons aorthenist' 

of Biisirtoj «nd to® oih.s*ir in tho s'onntaino bnak of La Ceaada* 

In ts'so nisTAiPr-r ef IS®-^ a fii*© iJtartod In Honalngwr Fists preBmfihJy frtpa brush . 
Kimlng and -out the bead of Kntoa CrvV/oa, 

Tho' ynft.r of an. e^rceadinfly bftd fir-e ynar, i;h.o to^pamtara |.laf»a,fh?TOt 

t.h« ro?!Jffl&r ’j»M hlrj).ff titrcisg «lnd« wsm «sp»rleaicod aad the yoar ^rns ths dryci^i 
stncft 1876# In ectrly Soptmberj a fira broke out ta th® B.lg Tajunga Cattyoii . 

.Hoyt*R R«nch, fwp'iosodly froJa.lightalag* It eprft«<2 duo ©net firat^, biufnlag «tt 
portlotto o.f doar fJr&skj tUsh dropptns: error Into th« Arroyo foesj Caayoa t5oa!pilat«ly 
insralag ant tJ^r, ho.vd of that oseayon from isoatK of Bark O«nyon» It thca Sfjsrcfei 
ftcnith to flro'm ifomtaln md fSTon tficm bomed out nost ef Mllard, Otcyca b«foF» It 
waa chatikftd*' Splr-ndid w'ork ssui dono by th® wtar G«apfttii,aa In Jca«piiig the fir* cat ■ 
of the Ifrwer /(rroyo foco* Xu all, thi.« fire hum&d ova? lljCOO acraa end Sjietod nix 
roeka* 7ho Ccualy of SuperHa-ore .ftiralshed aid for th,0 first tin© isi iatpi«*fte- 

fting reran t firoc, emndlag thir^-tlir»a isaa and proTiaioas* . 

At the tt'ao so-csallad Arroyo £»<j» nra- birrtdng^ tm ether flr«a F»ra 
raging la tbo Sla-rr'a on« la 'thn Little fu^u.aga region of which llttlo in- 

.(TorTanticia c«n b© esenred and the other in Baltca Caoyon* This l&at flro ccwplstaly 
'b;im»d out Little Dsltcsn Canyon «nt! <ill of •l;h® i?s«t side of tho Big Xbtltoa akd -sma 
reported on Ontober lo as still b-arjAlng* This Daltea flro tsndoubtoiSly buraM flnr«r 
Into the head of th» Ssn Blsias and pooffllMy Into the aaat fot^ of the Ssn Sabafiel 
Osnyoa boforo buralni;.; itself out# Old rosidsata of thla particular risgiftO atate 
tb»fc thoao firec of hhigt period sl-sracys huraad tbeaselraa out as no affort was aada 
to stop theoi ftffcor th?iy r«aoh®ii tho ftMuntfeSnft* Tht^? .etsto thesn ftros n&to Cfttssad 
tlirough cart^ftssnoiss in brush bujulrg snd unsstiBffulshsd cez|p flrao 2«ft ligr isaaters, 
Ihoso fires occsirrtK! oaeh yonr, so the r«8id®ats nay# and tieruhlly in Soptoabor, and 
‘fro eifttod to bo ©xtonoiTc dt*o to f4i0t that they rm into ^^Ld-buraa and c^iecdtad 
ihoacelyos* 


Xss tlif-jra wer* firta fe -tetfil <)£■ 6»1^'97 aat^s fh-s^ 

fir® ctfwjriag 50 ecr«>«*. Total cost of saipf'ropsioa, waA $SJSS*06* : 


lij l&.liS th«rft IS flx^s ■Bflth' & total of 8S& aes^ea -larsMi ovt^t ««f? a 
■ffoet of ?:g6-9*'ie* thosio mto OifeUsM aog'Uj'';jbjr sa©lE®Sf » fha Shae| fit* of 
Ao3f»« »«s» a«i\»94 tej? ligfe'feijif* . j 


la 1917 thf)r« ftans 15 ft total of ISOS! aar«a bum«4 ^'s** 

of f's’JjSIStAGH.l* Cffiassts'l moelJiy ly CAssjioira ' aad Imish Ittsuiara* Th® jiiatiaf* RRnch 
;ipfj covt»r*'^- 600 ficrais atibd i»a» oasiaol by bsush baTSlasg# i 


. I» 101f3 iliwrtr wtj»» IS ioraat fl-ras wltls^ corearoO m aroa Of 635 acrra& Hth a 
wifil ooi^t t)f P’Xt St>2<64» T3io Xar^i?»t fir® vm la P&ciOliH)5!, Gai^oq e-hidi oovorad an 
ti'AA of ';5S fTCft'-'p;* mostiji'' by ®s«>karfi* 


w'iSt kao'f-'n ».# the soWrt fly® aeaifott.la, tlA ht^tx^y/ of /catborn Callforaift^ 
stB^isb fti**-!® r«','?c«3 5jft both Mm Aag-oloa Saate Barbta^ft JifUoaal F©r#isiiB* Ttj 


IfiT'fjo flt'i'sfj 3'uniiag ulj tho ■ tJcati oa vrh&t A® cow toa Forest kj4 

’ ?iiti in iKtat Is HO# tf^ft fJftn Boi'WJiLrdino - form-irly a part of tjio fh* Gea 

, T/ibriol 1 lyist vaa ctsytod by tJoha Kobb, tt aisjAr wbo safi al»i^tria^ Iftad for a g^rdoaf ‘ 
tt fltaTt«d on Gopt^ssaber 12 amS, fcitruotl uatil 27 j» eoreilasit m «i*e« of 

t!i0,000 «CT®s, ihU flrw b^iraod ovsr ell'th® Bm Oabriol aftf»t of aal** 

river, bni'atx-.l over into this JjAltxja^s out to the front north of iilawtora ftud over 
•tnto tho vosj, fork of the fiftn Biiansii Ctixyoa* 7ii« other fir® -eai etcrted by ®a 
In.conAio.iy on foptotisbsr 15 Bcssth of Kirysaina la Solodftd CAsysan# burnod over into t 
Sftooifa® i'-ni l.i.ttln eos^-plfetKly iJoistroying: to® sfatefi^hol eoror in thoae car 

'oaa nod burnlufj over « g'rant jsrna in tho Big Tajunga C«?y.oaj i total of 75.00f 
lores wore tiwraiM ovor la thta flro, 0O|tOOO of ■siihioh w®r© ia Ijs Angelos b«fiir 
%if coet of jnj'ppTnsrlon for tho t'.fo firea was ^100, £35.00* Vqt high nerto trij 
rod estreeiely 3 jov .hustidity prevatlod throojjhout tho wtlrw pailM of. the fir® 

,'hore wA a tofca,l o.f four t)}cfusaajd sen mployetl <m toth flt'taa (JuTlng the peri 
:tm eeptoahor 1£ to 27* llo r«pfl dB»n;ylng flood.* oor® «speriitjoe4 j^ring ih 
.ewloj' «feAaona as? th« pro<JlpltAtioa »as» her belov nonaaL, ^ 

In 1320 thAr#) Vi?!*® 12 forest or bruoh flroa «dtii a total of 1*242 s-orefc 
,Yor of nhleh only 7B nci'm mxo Govomaacant Isnd* , fptjal coal for pnpprfiffal« 

'esr wsa 1^549,75* T>ilrty ftCroB of tii® Covemncat land ms nt tbo fe«n liitaiJi 
Isngor Station fire in the Sen Antoato CAsyott* 


In l9.ll ^hara ‘tas a total of 16 vlth tw aero* as the fl3h*» "v? 

i suppreasion ttraa ^57*65* 


In 1922 Lb.er» wero 19 brush flroa islth a total of ?j 02 icras burned over* ISO ^ 
'OToa of n^hich »®r* oa Mt*, Oloftaoaj tJits flro was OKjaused by Xlghtalngj tha oth«ra ‘ 
-ostly by EtBokAre* 


la 1&23 there wore ' 18’ fixes' rxrvarlfljg: m. ftrfeia af i*ftr>5 acriaa tmX coating 

SiJr h'undri!<i A«ro» of this totol aaa ia Sfstr^di xear at* liowe and S*^ 
fujrsB were In tAagaalne Chayoa* 


In 1924 tliero wsro SO' fires xfith a total of S0*SlB xijraa teswwl orer and e 
':^f 1^224,661,77* The largo San Cabriol firo 'whloh iras sttrtod by a loaoker eova»NB*i,:-;..klv5 
50,000 Acr«8 la tho gftn Oahrlel Ottixfon, Hsh Oaayoa, jS^osn-oyla Oaaytffl, beTll. fanyfiC’:.-.' 
and through Chil's.o to the South' Furlc of Iditle ibsoh Cradiu Xt toumed fren toe '■■ -j 
Slst deyi of Auguat to tha ISth. ds^ of Oiftober# It tmsesador eoatrol twice ‘bat k 
aoces^rat of the imfRvtjrftblo caadltlon*, tho ■ heavy norti triads and the low 
provalliAg tbroufhout, it ascepeid X'wiQm Whllo this fir* only covorad 60,0?^ 


^ thill ymV’ tJi»' wflaA*. iim S«si G«l3;rt«3L 

w«s tih^.fvgf-A to tha Aa^aica, •;, Sha tiiiS' forent ma- ,■ 

fr,Vrm t» ^.bfi Ralt«^ fitetaS' Fot?e«^ s»«!ftr .the Sapartaatt-t of 

Af-rUmTbar^f aa »<*»*« all. otli^J^srwst* 


frm tJjftt ;r*a*‘'''<5a M'thftt portly 
J4r>+donal Foyast *?.ltiiitt, 'liie Aii^fllea Bealr^ t^nln of *21 jpepOrtebl# fires hsve 
bfiflo, «oro eomr?!t*•^ la 1005 there. *«ra tmt' flva^taiaOU..., fires acre*' 

s^ith s ■ obet Of ■ 

In 3.3C^ fhoro '^th 'Sfeh 

rif In little 




^ In 1907, tb«rn w»r^ feat'ot* jFiyoB.o<rf»ring’'aa «roa of'tJK} *cro« «dih'» tot<l 
oostof but iiaS.OOi fho - large 

in loos th«»ro »oro,.0'itet« 4,C^'any!:«5<»i^ of - 

$1.280f,9B* a «one tha.l* Caaadttt fii^e of .SjOOO'oc^ . 

’"In 2909 there., 
oout of ^,747*00» 

■ In 1920 th*r® »«r«i '0itb7<«i 
t‘’snT and A oost of otilyVf541*^*,;--!nte*«. flree' wn^ 

.In 1P.11 thorn ware' ttlae firoo ■eith. b-'toiai 'fee ,of .021:S^^ eoat’ . 

of 151^6^16.65* Th« grontoy,^jRjab«i» of thbee flfon.,’w«re fey,,hyttsh.lfeala«t . 
of ?.9S T?.®’A wore o?3^s^®!S on.:.flr».stxppx^B6ioay4tti'lag' thet' oeAe«^ ' '^ 


In 191?, thorn wer« .tort: fire# 'totbl'of. 3S*174>fea tfeko^' 

.ctroo coot. ?.7f?13*7? t»t' oapfes«i«tt* Oa* .of ' tliiwib...flra« wan.- la./Bwrll Cw®*a * 
*.ribut.Rry nf tho T»«»3t Fork of Sea Qahrtai Cisaraa fei (h>verod Vea ar^w.,' Of , 6>i300 ntireB' 
’Hnn of tho ftros c<jvor)54 ft tot.isil of 174 aer^a, ■war® 

cfi3"ortt. ■ '■ '■■ 


Xn 1?^I,3 thftro ^jsro' twaly© foroot firoa, ehtoK eoveroil «a of :4»5S0 'ftcnroa ■ '_ 
nil orjufJAd liy bmnh bufidtara# , The oost of.'t^o flroft ifcia Fear sra* f4»932*54» Fottr' ;. 
tMaasnd ooroo of tida total was in the Saalnnel IsiiiM. la Usfma Cnayon wwS edjolnlag.'-'. 
c'^yono, /?oln.?^ wor the top of Mt» T#nkea«* 4,i000 noroa were bttrned ovof 'V" 

!n this flra groat dama^ r»8ult«hiJ froa the- oroelon causeiS by the: fire nhit flood* ; 

In the ,re«r of 1914|i loaom aa the llowi yoar, g^roet of debrio w«o washed 

'lown iaP tl^o Y5»-Xloy,> QOwafrinf the hl^^hoaf sareral feet deep with aad^ fecks .and . ^ 

y^anrl, Ibii-s highway and. the . ecbool wore cdOflM for fioworsl, d^s* 


A sr’ont ,doti3. of thb area Row coyorod 'wltJi fee0<snoosfe^' t^b''tfe fe 
r.eB tri.llt Tjp hy the XXocnI of 1014 following th» Suoa^^ fire* Rad It not boon for 
the Isrg^ «iwerry pit la Hnsrasa Canytm Flood Crasirol Uletrlot - 

conrorto'! Into a debris >-asln,, the dafea and fess" of .life, wild .hers' be«^ prei>oJw:.,,|V^ 
tionatolr great ao .ia JSoatroee* ' S0|000.febltt yea^ ' 

faia booin. thoi ttotild htro, othernise goao througfh th« 

In 1914 ■tdtero,w«refe^yflre«:ofeid,fei^ makovn fet fee'jred'aa • 

nroa of I,7M ocroc '«4dih;s'1»tsl cost.Of $S>r655*54*?;1350.-.l^^ of. these wnft 
>Cir«y Carrorif a trlbttta*y,'of 'the Sisa fetoalo Ceayoafed eorsrod &a Sfeft of 1^506 

•Borfis* ■ , , 



ift-W t.h« bsdt : ft- ■■ ■‘■‘■; ■ ■' 

♦.hst re»erya ^sras' h««rd eidfta|vtspe<dj8aiyri^ :llo<>d:di^^ th», ^ /-vi/ 

v!i.fi.t<5ir yrtlns? of 1(5.86 ,toi;18ST-,l» 

nf:iTnri3.W4t yjfftt took 8i»p8 -tft^v.pl<w a ffitW ‘tJift' ' ' 
of th© Interior -S* l^#;:-Jkii(^v;M,:gpaat0A:;j^^ , ’ 

rf;ft8rv©4 ,U ^Vrlimk, Kosd^ a^.'Cidifots4Af”'l»lth/b«a(lqtt*:^S*f ft 
poorer to 8p«sd-fo4«pali^&,ij^;i^«^;i^htiflg;;^ 

tH» first yosr of Sfr» Allen* e tn^m hn 1897| no ftorlottn firos of 
r-^oot'fl oowjrrad in tho- Sap OsbiAid. roe«m*jL^Bo#w©rj^'' ft/jorleas f iro::;- v.- • ^ 
hv'oVo <sTJt in the haSidl-of'-ljittljS'Siwr^Oattjron'fjpMi;-* 

into Ills: B-'jor Ccsjfsfon anrf up thO-elopot of at*-I*iyw SJarkhan^ea^ iSsa.Qabrlcl ^ ' i 
ffmli:, 5sA'rn:lr)ff off tho'-stolft: fiortiioftnt fiXopoO, of: th«d«' nOimtalOSji , fjtesll^ 

In thn bow! of thft Wost Fork «f ^6«a OabriOl* '--; lt:,|Q,Sd, sHopod' orbr 

<>r 5'nton finny sr^ It ?!Oii8»»mk! «n aro® of S,40d acrisB of brash and tiftbor *n4 btiraotf • .^ ’ i 
t-itnTmlttnnliy for throo i^aftko# : Thii htatoj^, of, flro shows: 1««^ of .edocptato jHitro^ ' 
oi the fire nns oosdtn^ on tbrs® diif«Jr«at OocaatohO lost StnOh tl»« • | 

tho iptrol forcoa w»r# polled off ' th« llaae*': th«r«’ waiJ^ai "totiX ^ ‘ 

f ijhtio.i? J^is flroj sjangr of ■«!«»* i»or* ihraiahad ^ , tho, Poolfio l^^ootHb Ball««F' Co*| ^ j 

In Ootober of th« -asBO.yoar^-ftVflro-.biok^iont'onltbft -Mst 8ioi>©:;Of-llti 
Sn-omtBtably fro® lumtara and Inira^ oror thro* Jhs»drM aorb*^ .^srt fti» , ’ - 

tlfflbar* ■ ■ V 

In XSOOy a vsrty ao*‘lo«a f occurred, fwa'-'a 'sta^-'w^ botlag 

on tbo Iflsoky Saldwia Roach at; tho «msth of tho.Big A«ita Canyons 

ont the rntiro Big Kanta Anita except arewad S!t* Wllata and StaftoTaaVo Oe»p> wbaro : ■. 
n dct^rmljsi^'d Btfend wits snado fey th* Foraet Ssanrlca* It Jrcmed out oil. of the £lttlo ::'.. 
r..->aia Anita, porta of Kl»m^ CSroek, and the Samlt of: ft* Hsrrard,' ' It’Oroseod th* . 

Pest Fork of Go«. Sabriel naar tho hoad and swept Rorth to BRrl!? 3 r' and PlnO Fists,-, vi 

potrtg dorm th« Big TtJ^naga Oeayoa nearly to-Colbi*. Risach* It was kmnsa »s tho 

"Big Fire** sad cost tho Oovomn^t |19,000»00 to sappreits, sad burned Rere«r-'--“-^ 

A force of X'iO Roa wa® aaplbyod oa It for aearljr three jwntbs* The wsakneaaes on „ ' I 

thla f ire vsiro look of tmH® to get into . tha -bapk of adw<|Uni# ssopawor > 

.nod transportation faollttlea* ^ Many flr»'^figiitof9;ape,TPport-sd',tO''Mi^^ 

boGnaae of laek of food at the cosspe -and «»ter,aa the.-|ir«.14a«isv^:^. y .- '. •. 

the ycor of 1901 -o-an m llglit one, only oa’Cf^® eccutTiftf'.of 'ar^'Mse^' whldt ■;. 
was in Barrott’o Cm^on, a tributary of the Bim iatotdo Cenyofl* Thla btahsed esw 
inr^udred mtd aijrty aorea of tittber land and sea started by aa Tia«ottingalsb«*d lmt«r«» 
fire* The gailty party was apprehended and a titoirrtotloa wa^ secured*’ 

In 190g BO »eri<ma-flyas oeenrred through- the -year*: --Vv:- \ : , 

In 1905 an Inoendlcjy firs was started la Prdirid the snn Oshriel River 1 

«jsd two thou^auA'acres,. two-thirdtt - of Which - were., fins, deattcyedi • This ■ 

fire WRB atttibutod to sheopS'Mi «»d the jaotlva for, flrii^ 'tms'-for better- grsalnj;* 

The guilty parties Trsre^mt.cBttght*,;. Si* other fiTwe,oacmTeA''thi8>s«r,' but the ; 'vV ^ 
Boruagea lasldo the forest reserve wete fflraaH, 240 eerffs for all at*. 

1904 Bfiw ao-l*Tip»;'fiP»e‘oeaarrli8^^1tt;;li\l^ 
fires burning over m: i«rea^of: am. fi«r«B,veda«h <»'8t ..the (bv*iM«at-o^'^'^ 
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AND REFER TO 


United States Department of AgricuiIture 
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PE . October l4, 1935 

■Pire 

Historical 


Eegional Forester, 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Show: 

I am attaching hereto the original copy of the very 
informal bulletin that I have conpiled dealing with early day 
fires in California, their origin, where located and hy vdaom 
reported, 

I don’t claim that this covers all of the available 
information on the subject - there is imich more «• but it does j 
assemble in one place everything available in this office, / 
plus what I dug out of many early-day diaries, historical woifcs, 
magazines and newgpap^ers, 

I believe that there is enough here to convince aiQr reader 
on these points: * 

1, SJhat the Indians never set as many fires as the old- 
timers would make one believe, 

2, That fires increased many fold with the advent of 
the gold seekers and the clearing of the country, 

3, That between ISyO and 1905 sheepmen were res- 
ponsible for more fires than any other half dozen agencies com- 
bined, 

4, That before the creation of the Forest Reserves 
destmctive fires were much more numerous than they have since 
been, 

5, That the greatest objection to the creation of the 
Forest Reserves came from the stodnnen and particularly the ' , 
sheepmehi 



It was only possible to type a few copies at tMs time. 
These are 13x1111136X66. - llo, 1 goes to the Region 5 Lihraxyj No, 2 
to the Forester* s Library; No, 3 “to the Region 5 office of Fire 
Control; No, 4 to the California Forest Eaperiment Station and 
No, 5 I have retained. 

If more copies are desired it will he up to some other 
office to make them. 

It is possible that this conpilation may be of considerable 
use as time goes on in refating the "old timer" fire theories, 

Very sincerely yours. 



Assistant Regional Forester 


Enclosure 



Pa^es 


AHCIMT PIEBS, as recorded: 5» 6, 7 

BRUSH COTOR IN THE EARLY LAYS™* 4,9,15,l6.1Stl9.22,30, 

■ ■ ' 31 . 49 , 56,167 


CAUSES Of FIRES 

Blasting 142, i49 

Brash Earning 6o,S5, 37,92, 96,110,114, 

120.123,134,137 

Boming logs out of roads and trails 67,74,31,93,118,133,161 


Gan 5 )ers and Picnickers 26,39,40,56,64,67,32,98, 

100,109,111,113,127,132, 

i35,137,13S,i4o.i44,i45, 
148,150,154, 161, 163,164 

Hunters 


Accidental 

To drive game 
Incendiary i 

Indians 

Lightning 

Logging & Sawmills • 
Miners 

Railroads , , , , , 
Settlers 


26,32,34,40.43,50.56,61, 

64,70,81,83,91,94,105,107, 

Ill,ll2,ii3,i22,i40,i4g,i55 

34 , 56 , 76,96 

26,54,65,77,99,103,117,13s, 

150,151,152,157,159 

1,7,3.13,14,16.17, 20 ^ 24 , 25, 
48,50,51,65,66,95,96.119 

5,6,7.32,43.77,91,95.152 

20,40,66,104 

3.40-43,45,54,53,160,161 

68.82.95.111.149.163 

1,26,32,34,40,60,71,90, 

96.132.144.155.160.163 


Smokers 


94 , 139 , 163 


■ind'ex -- Page 2 

Stockmen 

General 




Cattlemen 

Sheepmen . • • , . , , , , . . . . ... . . . . , . . 


Teamsters 

Woodcutters , ..... , , 




8.26,27,31,47,72,7^^. 

136,141,162,163 

io,.42,i6i,:i63 

10.12,19-22,32,33.35, 
37-40,43,45,62,66.80, 
S3. s4, 91,95,96,103,104, 
110.118,136,137,156, 
161,163,164 

34, 96 

134 


bamage by pipes 

Apiaries 32, 60-63,90,113.139 


Bridges 59,72,75, 83-85,88,104-, 

107, 111,114, 123;i37 

Buildings other than hon^s ................ 54,58-60,63, 69,78, 79, 

85,87-89,93,97.99,102, 
104-106,109, 111,114, 115, 

120,123,128,130,131,133- 

> 135,138,142,147-149,151. 

152,154-156 


Deaths hy fire 




63.72,87.93,117.119,126, 

130 


Pences 50,62-64,68,70,80-89, 

91,93.97,102.103,106,109, . 

110,113,114,117,118,120, 
121, 123,126-128,131,133-139 
i4i,i44,i47-i49,151, 
15^^157,159 


Plxunes 94,105,108,131 

Game .............. .. . ....... 36, 37,3s, 65,90 

Grain 55,68,86,9.4,107,128, 

134,154 



Hay 5^,53,61,63,67,71,85, 

87,88,93,106,107,115, 

114,113,120,123,133-135, 

154 

Homes 50, 54, 58, 60, 6l , 67, 7I , 

74,75,77,80,33,84.36-89, 

99,102,101^-107,109,111, 

112,115,119,120.123,130, 

132-135,137,138,149-152, 

155,156 


Logs 3,32,85,132 

Lumber 69,104,111, 112,ii4, 

119,120 


Mills 

Lumber 50,69,30,38,91,93,114, 

119,160 


(Quartz 91, 130 

Miscellaneous property 38,99,102,106,109, 

113-115,130.153 

Orchards, Groves Vineyards 74, 36-33, 04,129,149 

Hange 3^, 60, 61,63-65,68,72, 

73,8l.S2,8i}-S7,90,9S, 

106,107,109,110,114, 
115,117,119-123.126-131, 
133-135, I39.l4l,l44.i45, 
143,149,151,155,160 


Eeproduction 39,4l,45,43,95,104,l60 

Snowsheds 99,104 


Stock (cattle, horses, she egp and goats) 60,63,79,85,33,39,97, 

109,110,112,113.133,154 


Telegraph & Telephone Lines 
Timber 


59,82.33,157,159 

4,5.18,32-35,37.39. 

41-43,50,56.58-61,63-75, 


78.30-91.93,95,97,98, 

100,102-104, 106, 107,109, 
111,1I3-115,117..12 v^ 3_26 
128-130, 132-I39,i4i.iij.3 


' Itfa©';E;'^’ -P^e , 4 


Towns , and Oities , 




!^g^!;e3 


Endangered 


0S, 102, 106, 108,112-116, 
126-131, 13s, i4o, 143 , i45, 

147.150,154,155 


Destroyed 129,133,138,139 

Watershed 27-32,37,39,^7,62,63,7^, 

90,146,155,157,159 

Wood (shakes, etc.) 59,6o, 64,66,75,76,79-33, 

s6-s s , 94, 99 , 110-112 , ii4, 
115,117,120,123,130,132, 
13^, 137-139 , i42-i 44, i4s , 
15^!-, 156, 157,159, 160 


E&BLY PIEBS 1774 to 1850 

EIEES EOUaHT BY .SEmURS AMD OTHERS 


13, 52-54 

37.59,60.61, 

71.72,74.75, 

35,38,39,92. 

103,105-107, 

115,117,122. 

134,135,137-: 


63,65.67,69. 

76,73,79,31. 

93,93,99,102. 

110 , 112 , 11 )!-, 

.124,126-132, 

157.159,160 


EIRE LAWS OP EARLY DAYS 1, 2, 3 

sS 

EIRBS OYER 100,000 ACRES 50,56,53,63,102,115,116, 

124,133,150,156 

\ 

IHCBMDIARISS 

Sentenced 133 

Acquitted 97 

LOCATIOH OE EIRES BY COUNTIES 

Alameda 32, 36-38, 94, 136,147-150 


Alpine 73 

Amador 63,64,69,33,135,142,154,156 

65, 66, 63,76, S3, 93, 93-100, 

102,113,119,131,134,147,151 

tl., . 


Butte 


/■■'';'••:■ ••• ' .'■\' y >-''-" ■ 1 '. '■••■' •-•■'A-'-: s'"' » 

Calaveras 

Colusa 

Coutra Costa 

Del Horte . , . ... . . . ....... 


Paffes 

64»70,gl,94,120,121, 

126-130,147,152 

l64 

i 43 


KLdorado 52,61,79,121,132.133, 

162,163 


Presno 52,66,103.112,134,135, 

141.152,157 

Glenn 83,93,157,164 

Humboldt S9, 90 

Lake. ......' 64,73,75.135,155,164 


Lassen 

Los Angeles 


Madera . . 
Marin .... 

Mariposa 

Mendocino 


Merced 
Mono , 


Monterey 


Mapa ........................... ............ 


gs, 13s 

23,30,31.60-63,67,71,73, 

7S,79,S9,93.ioo,io2,io5, 

117,120,121,123,132,135, 

136.145-147 , 153 , 155 t 157 . 
159,161 

119,155,157 

55,56,59,69,71,72,35,86, 

Sg,lll, 122,123,126-128, 

135-133,140,154,156,159 

67, 99 

65,66,70.71,73.102,129, 
13s, l4i, 142,157, 159 

6s 

67 

56,i4i,i45 

6S,S0, 26, 37,29,109, 

121,122,129,140,14S,152, 

153 


. r.--.,..- - ... 

,In'd:eit.-!{.?age ’ 6' ''' '' 


Nevada 


Orange 


Placer 




P^eg 

57.59j3-66.75,77,79, 
S0,S3-g6,9l^92,97,i03, 
104, 106,108.109,119, 
ia,l22,i30,l3l,l3S.i39, 

141.142.145.161.162 

67, 77,110,112,114-116. 
118,139 

26.61,63,69,70,76,78-31, 

91,99,104,134,137,1^, 

149.154.161.162 


Plumas 65, 68,90,91,102,114,152 

Riverside , . • • ^59 


Saa Benito 




70 


San Bernardino 




66.69,71.73,76,91,94,105. 

106,107,110,111,113 


San Diego 31,56,64,67,72,73,76,78, 

39,90,97,93,100,109,112, 

113,115,117,113,123“126, 

161 


San Luis OMspo 

San Mateo ..j....... 

San Joaquin 


72.77,78,119,153 

55,61,63,67,75,37.88,97. 

104,109,110-112,114,115, 

117,123 

54,68,94,130,156 


Santa Barbara 27,30,53,58,60,79,97, 

106,114,116,117,120,124, 

140. 145.160 

Santa Clara 60,66,73,82,92,93,94,107, 

. 111,114,128,129,131-133, 

135,137,139,142 

Santa Cruz ............................... 56,58,60,76,77,80,81,85. 

86,88,92^94,107,111,113, 

117,124,133,137.142,143, 

144.153.156.157.159.160 
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SacraSiento 
Sierra , 


■ Pa^es 

6s,:134,i49,15^ 

75,S2,s4,95.92»io6,10S, 

113 


Shasta . 


Siskiyou. 


5^.52.65.70,74,81,82, 

23, 24, 93» 120,128,129, 

132,147.149,151,152,155, 

152.162 

57,52,62,66,68,69.74,75, 

77.79.116,117,112.124, 

133.136.160.162 


Solano 


103,122,129,144 


Sonoma 


59.73.72,79,20,81,85,26, 

22-90, 92, 97,99,102.107-111 , 

121-123,127,129-131,133, 

139.140,144,155.156 


Stanislaas 64,121,122 

Tehama 69,71,76,81-23,110,117, 

123,128,142,150 , 

Qhilare 81,156 

Tuolxumie * 60,62,69,90,93,95,112, 

120,129,130,133.132,139. 

152.160 

59.72.83.160 
28,30,80,83,105.109 


Trinity 

Ventura 


Yuta 63,65^.84,100,128,134 


Tosemite national Park 136 

nilVADA, FIEBS - Mark Twain^s ezjjerience ....... 95. l62, 166 

OKEGOn PIKES 167-171 

EEWlaKDS OPEEHED 2 
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iFire Laws and Ordinances 


[The World* s First Forest Fire law 

"If fire break out, and catch in thorns, so that the 
stack of corn, or the standing com,, or the field he 
consumed therewith; he that kindled the fire shall 
surely make restitution,” (Exodus 22; 6) 

1121 - First California Eire Prevention Order 

"The first legislation against forest fires in 
California was in the form of a proclamation issued 
hy Governor Jose Joaquin Arrillaga, under date of 
May 31f 1793* from Santa Barbara, It was enclosed 
in a letter wloich he sent Bather Presidents Lasuen, 
who was stationed at Mission San Carlos, and as the 
successor of Father Junipero Serra was the head of 
the California Missions, 

"It appears that in the early days Indians, 
Christians and Gentiles had been careless in starting 
fires. Part of Governor Arrillaga* s letter to Father 
lasuen is as follows; 

"•About the serious damages that result from , 
fires which every year the Indians, Christians and / 
Gentiles start in the fields, etc,, I have taken 
steps to publish the following proclamation, I 
foi-ward it to your reverence with the petition and 
request tha.t you be pleased to make it known to all 
the Beverend Ivlissionaries, in order that on their 
part they contribute to this just measure, and that 
they threaten the Christian Indians with rigors of 
justice in case fires are started, etc, • 

"According to Father Englehardt*s history^. Father 
Lasuen accordingly sent a circular to all the mission- 
aries with instructions to publish the proclaniatdon, 
to place a copy in the archives, and to republish it 
annually. 

"0?his proclamation is said by Father Englehardt to 
have been published or read each year by the missionaries 
up to 1804, the year that Governor Jose Joaquin Arrillaga 
died. 


"No penalties were fixed in the proclamation, but 
punishment was threatened for violation of the executive 
order," — Santa Barbara Morning Press 


- 1 - 


1872 - First California State Fire Law 

ACT to prevent the Destruction of Forests by Fire 
on Public Lands, (Approved February 13, I 872 ,) 

"Section 1, Any person or persons who shall wilfully 
and deliberately set fire to any wooded country or forest 
belonging to this State, or the United States, within this 
State, or to any place from which fire shall be communicated 
to any such wooded countay or forest, and shall not extin- 
guish the same, or use every effort to that end, or who 
shall build any fire, for lawful purpose or otherwise, in 
or near any such wooded country or forest, and through 
carelessness or neglect shall permit such fire to extend 
to and bum through such wooded countiy or forest, shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction be- 
fore a court of competent jurisdiction, shall be punish- 
able by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or 
imprisonment not exceeding one year, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment; provided, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall apply to any person who in good faith shall 
set a back: fire to prevent the extension of a fire already 
burning. All fines collected under this act shall be paid 
into the county trea,sury for the benefit of the common 
school fund of the county in which they are collected," 

1874 - From Yreka Journal - Yreka, July 29, 1874 

"Forest Fires,— At this season of the year, it is 
usual to see our forests in some section on fire, and 
to guard against it. Sheriff Riley, has offered a reward 
of $100 for ]cnovaedge of any parties guilty of such an 
ant as setting fire to the woods, or carelessly allowing 
such fires to result fi*om carixp fires, 

1884 - San Diego Coinity Ordinance 

One of the oldest fire prevention laws of California on 
record is Ordinance Uo, 5 passed by the Boand of Supervisors, San 
Diego County, April 17 , 1SS4, The ordinance provided that a reward 
of $100 would be paid "for the arrest and conviction of every person 
who, upon departing from camp wilfully or negligently sets on fire, 
or causes or procures to be set on fire, any woods, prairies, grasses 
or grain on any lands in this county; the reward to be paid the person 
or persons making the arrest, or if the arrest is made on a warrant, 
to the person or persons who made the complaint". 

Evidently careless campers were the most serious fire 
hazard in those times and in that region as no other class is 
mentioned. 


1902 «• What Miners Tho^iglit of Burning Forests 


The following is a part of the report of the Gommittee 
on Sesolutions adopted at the annual convention of the California 
Miners Association in November 19, 1902; 

“Whereas, it is well known that the annual fires 
in the Forests do more injury than all the other des- 
tructive agencies combined: 

“Whereas, this injury can be prevented by an 
efficient forest patrol; now therefore: 

“Resolved: That this Association hereby instructs 
its Committee on Legislation to formulate a proper bill, 
and urge its passage through the Legislature, to appro- 
priate such sum of money as it may think necessary for 
the purpose of paying the e3!pense of a fire patrol to 
be placed under the control of the University of Cali- 
fornia," 


What Fires Have Done to California. 

The claim that the "old timers" Icnew how to handle fire 
is not borne out by what the Bible says about fires that ruinepL 
the country, destroying the beasts of the field and the birds of 
the air. Our Pilgrim Fathers had fire laws. So did the Spanish 
Governors of California, Napoleon had drastic fire laws in effect 
in France during hi s regime , 

Periodically, the forest protection policy of the United 
States Forest Service, which se^s (l) to prevent fires from 
starting, and (2) to suppress quickly those that may start, is 
attacked by people who hold that the deliberate and repeated 
burning of forest lands offers the best method of protecting these 
lands from the devastation of summer fires. The "light burning" 
advocates base their contentions on the false premises that fire 
prevention is in the long run an inrpossibility, that controlled 
burning does protect the merchantable stands of timber, and that 
this can be done at a lower cost than by fire prevention methods. 
But they present no facts to prove the correctness of their theory. 

It is stated that in the early days of Indian fires there 
were no great conflagrations; that the forests were open and free 
from brush, and that the forests withstood repeated burning with- 
out serious injury. 

The records prove all those statements to be incorrect. 

The forests of California that were swept by early day fires now 
support only 1/3 to l/2 the amount of timber per acre as coii[5>ared 


to the stands growing on land whieh escaped fire. In other words, 
periodic huming has reduced our forest capital more then 50 per 
cent, and has also turned millions of acres of valuable timber 
hearing land into biush wastes. On the 6,000,000 acres of forest 
land burned by early day fires, the loss from fire, insects and 
other results of burning is conservatively estimated at three 
billion dollars, 

G-reat conflagrations occurred in California during the 
early days, Records from both the northern and southern part of 
the state prove that these fires often burned from four to six 
months and frequently swept over more than 100,000 acres of forest 
and major watersheds before being extinguished by rain, ITo such 
conflagrations as these have destroyed the timber wealth of the 
state since fire prevention mea.sures have been put into effect by 
the Forest Service, Writings of pioneer explorers and Government 
surveyors also disprove the statement that the early day forests 
were open and free of brush. In fact, the records prove that brush 
was everywhere found, as today, 

Hie "light burning" advocates further state that periodic 
fires improve grazing conditions, kill the "wood-beetles" and m^e 
hunting easier. While these are largely selfish contentions with 
little thought to the welfare of the forest, they, too, can be 
proved incorrect. 

Periodic burning does at fiz*at increase the stand of forage 
plants, but extensive experiments have shovm that if this practice 
is continued, the noxious weeds and shrubs, which are more hardy 
than the forage plants, will soon talce possession of the range and 
turn it into a, weed and brush patch. Repeated fires eventually 
destroy or seriously reduce the productivity of valuable range 
lands, as is well illustrated by the hundreds of thousands of 
acres of worthless brush range along the borders of the great 
interior valleys. 

Entomologists have proved that pine beetles and other 
destructive forest insects, which live in green not dead trees, 
are increasingly attracted to bumed areals and readily attack and 
destroy trees weakened by repeated fires. Experiments have shown 
that the volume of merchantable timber destroyed on a burned area 
by insect attack increases 2^0 per cent the first season following 
a fire. Also, tha,t the "wood beetles" of which the "old timers" 
talk so much, are in reality not destmactive to green timber at 
all, but live entirely in dead and fallen trees and logs. 

Light fires, even if it were possible to properly control 
them, cause serious damage to the most valuable veterans of the 
stand by burning them at the base and causing cat-faces - a loss 
that amounts to several dollars per acre in merchantable timber 
every time a fire runs through the forest. In addition, all the 



little trees and saplings, which are the basis of the next timber 
crop, are killed outright. Ho more effective method of sure and 
total forest destruction could be devised, "Light burning" causes 
the same sort of forest destruction it is claimed to prevent, and 
the most beneficial species of brush succomb first to the effect 
of repeated fires. 

Another serious result of the repeated burning of forests 
is that the gradual destruction of tho tree cover and the burning 
of the humus and top soil leads to the invasion of the land by worth- 
less brush which makes the reestablishment of the forest more diffi- 
cult, furthermore, the brush is never entirely consumed by these 
fires, and each light bum makes more fuel for a later and more 
destructive fire. Over two million acres of brush fields in the 
timbered regions of California today bear mute witness of the des- 
tructive effects of the repeated burnings of the forest, 

"Light burning", contrary to the belief of its advocates, 
is not an easy practice either in the spring or fall, as extensive 
field experiments have proved, nor can it be carried on without 
damage to the forest. In rough mountainous countiy, such as makes 
up the greater part of our forested area, it is practically impos- 
sible to get the fires to "run" lightly over any large area, or to 
control them after they are once started. 

Brush in the forest undoubtedly makes game difficult to hunt. 

If game seeks the brush, that is evidence that the brush is attrac- 
tive to it, just as is the forest. Destroy the brush and forest 
and you destroy the home and breeding place of wild life, as well 
as countless thousands of game birds and animals. Even with present 
forest protection methods the yearly toll of wild life taken by fire 
is enoriBous, What must it have been in the days when fires were looked 
upon with indifference or as a necessary/ evil? 


Eires in the Pine Forests 

Elat fires started by lightning, or otherwise, in the pine 
forest of Horthem California as early as the year l454 is a fact 
now established beyond a question of doubt. Between l454 when the 
earliest fire of which living pine trees gave authentic record, and 
the year 170 O - a period of 346 years, the evidence is meager and 
rather hard to find due to trees of that age being scarce. However, 
a sufficient number bearing the uniaistakable evidence that fires 
devastated the forest at frequent intervals during that period, were 
found. The living record of conflagrations occurring during the past 
230 years, or since 1700» is both coraplete and intensely Interesting, 
By cutting do^m trees in lumbering operations and cbunting back on 
the annual rings (each one of which represents one year’s growth), 
and recording the occurrence of fire scars, it is established that 
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particalarly severe fires occurred during the years 1702, I70S, 1720, 

1726. 1735, 1747, 1750, 1760, 1767. 1776, 1733, 1735. 1795, 1796, 

1797, 1300 , 1 S 04 , IS07, 1 S 14 , 1822, lS2g, 1829, IS30, 1831 , 1837 , 

1842, 1843, 1851 , 1857, IS65, IS70, 137s, 1880, 1889 , IS90 aM 1899 . 

Manj’- other fires occuri’ed - in fact, fires occurred practically every 
year from I70O to 19OO according to evidence found on living trees, 
but the years listed witnessed fires which covered big areas and which 
burned with unusual severity, 

A most interesting and remarkable fact brought to light by 
this investigation conducted by Dr. E. P, Meinedce of the Office of 
Eorest Pathology, Bureau of Plant Industry, was that the occurrence 
of these individual fires ^vas simultaneous over a large area aggre- 
gating six million acres in the central Sierra, ' The fact that 
during the past SO years the bad fire years - as they might be 
termed - have coincided with those seasons during which precipi- 
tation was subnormal and dry lightning storms were prevalent, un- 
doubtedly accounts for the simultaneous fire outbreaks of the 
previous centuries. 


California’s Forest Areas Decreasing in Size 

In the Days of ’ 49 , when the md flats of San Prancisco Bay 
extended to Montgomery Street and Los Angeles was a pueblo, the pine 
forests of the Sierra Nevada and the Douglas fir forests of the 
Cos.st Saiige clothed the mountains and foothills in a much wider 
belt than they do today, according to a report of 1934 by A, E, 
Wieslander of the California Forest Exj^eriment Station of the U, S, 
Forest Service, logging, grazing and particularly forest fires are 
the chief factors which have converted the old commercial forests 
to what are now conpairatively worthless land and have created a 
land management problem of large proportions in California, 

In Eldorado County alone, according to Wieslander, the 
ponderosa pine forests have retreated 10 miles up the mountain 
slopes from an elevation of 1,000 feet to the 2,500 foot contour 
on a 30 mile front, leaving a strip of lS2,000 acres entirely 
deforested and an even larger area thinly stocked with second 
growth trees. This land, which is capable of producing a forest 
stand of 37,000 board feet of lumber per acre, more than is 
usually found today on the average commercial logging areas, is 
now mostly covered with half scrub woodland, worthless for timber 
and too dense or too brushy for good grazing. 

Isolated survivors of tlie original forest, scattered 
groups of second growth and such names as Sawmill Flat, Sawmill 
Creek and Shingle Springs, occurring in what are now treeless 
areas, indicate that they were once in forested territory. This 
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theory is confirmed by old records which prove that f|om 1850 
to 1370 mai^ sawmills supplied lumber to the placer n^nes in 
the central Sierra region, i 


What Fire Does to the Redwoods 

Scientists from the University of California Division 
(School) of Forestry report that the csuse of heart rot of red- 
wood known to lumbermen for many years has been found. The name 
of the disease is Porea Seguoia, It is a fungus disease and in 
almost 100^ of the cases it enters wounds caused by fires. After 
gaining entrance to the tree it sends out tiny mycelium which 
thread their way through the wood cells up the heart of the tree. 
This causes decayed spots surrounded by a thid?: brownish layer 
of discolored heartwood. The disease is present in the brownish 
dark colored redwood and continues to grovT under favorable conr* 
ditions. Under favorable circumstances it may continue even 
after the trees have been made into lumber. It has caused an 
annual loss to lumbermen of lofo* 

A sure prevention of this loss is efficient fire control. 

A 60 year old stand of redwood was recently cut and each 
tree carefully checked by research men. Every tree that had been 
damaged by fire was found to be infected with this disease. The 
disease was not present in any tree which had not been damaged'^ 
by fire. Thus a timber oraer may be growing a stand once burned 
by fire to mercliantable age of around 60 years only to. find that 
mahy of his trees are worthless because of this heart rot or butt 
rot, as it is sometimes known. 

From stuiiip scars. Professor Fritz of U, C, School of 
Forestry was able to trace back the fire record for 15OO years. 
During the last 1100 years there have been about U5 fires, an 
average of appro3d.raa,tely 4 fires a century. Compared with the 
pine region, this record appears mild, nevertheless the burnings 
have done a large amount of daraage. Lightning storms have been 
rare, only two trees with lightning scars having been found by 
Fritz within the large aggregate areas observed by him during 
the entire period of the studies. 

Some old residents of the region believe the Indians set 
fires to make travel easier and otliers thinlc their objective was 
to burn out their enemies, V/liatever the reason, it is admost 
certain that the fires were all man caused. 
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Burned-out ‘butts, corarnonly called " goo s e-pens axe one 
result of these pa,st fires. Not only has a large voli^ of valu- 
able Ixnaber been directly destroyed in this manner, 1 ( 11 : 1 ? the weaken- 
ing effect causes, many trees to topple over. Ninety p;i||r cent of all 
dry rot in the lower trunl^s is chargeable to esposxire 'of heartwood 
by fires and the rot in turn, by weakening the bole, f^wers the 
resistance to the shock of falling, resulting in. ezces|ive breakage. 
The heat of severe fires causes a profusion of adventi>|ious buds to 
form and sprout, these sprouts often e3:tending the entire length of 
the tree. Their effect is to lower the quality of the| lumber pro- 
duced. 


Another very serious result is the destruction of the top 
soil. Redwood lands are particularly liable to undergo excessive 
erosion when not protected by vegetation and duff. The peculiar 
rooting habit of redwood also demands that top soil be kept intact 
and in a natural condition for best growth. 

It was estimated that, on the average, each fire in virgin 
timber has caused 2$ of the trees over four feet in diameter to fall. 
There would probably now be more lumber, of better quality, if 
fire had been excluded. 

In connection with present logging operations, there are two 
fires on every area exploited - one before cutting and one after log 
making and barking. These kill eveiy seedling and most of the small 
trees left by the fallers. Usually a good reserve stand is left' but 
logging and fire wipes it out, 

Olean-up fires to clear the ground for donkey skidding 
result in 20^^ damage to peeled logs, Fritz estimates that these 
fires cost about $2,00 per M feet log scale. 


Indian Fires 


According to ethnologists who have studied the Indians of 
California, most of the Indians along the western slope of the 
Sierra lived in the valleys or the foothills and very few lived 
above the oak belt or above the salmon runs. The limited territory 
occupied by them within the yellow pine belt has in roost cases been 
deforested and is now brush land or second growth timber which has 
come back in the last 6o or 70 years. If they did light-btofn the 
territory ocinipied by them, their methods either destroyed the 
timber, or the miner and stoclonan destroyed it when they came. 

There were no villages along the western slopes of the Sierra 
where our mature timber now stands. 

In v/riting about the Indians as he found them, Fremont said: 

"The condition of the Indians is nearly akin to that of 
the lower animals. Here they are really wild men. In his 


■wild state the Indian lives to get food, This is his "business, 

I found him in the most elementary form> the men living alone, 
the women living alone - but all after food, end the same in 
the mo-untains and prairies where the wild Indians were found 
in their highest condition where they had horses and lived in 
lodges. The labor of their lives was to get something to eat, 

“Ihe occupation of the women was in gleaning from the earth 
everything of vegetable or insect life - the occupation of 
every man was to kill every animal they could for food, “ 

Jrom this statement, it seems very unlikely that our Indians had 
the time or the inclination to go into the forests and light-bum 
them as some claim they did before the whites came. 

According to etlinologists, the Indians of California lived 
on fish, birds, grasshoppers, locusts, acorns, seeds, roots, rabbits, 
squirrels and deer meat. They obtained their food in the easiest 
possible way. Birds, fish, rabbits, etc. were caught in nets. Most 
of the deer were trapped or snared, but many were killed with the ‘ 
bow and arrow. Snaring and trapping deer could be acconiplished 
only when timber, brush and undergroirth forced the deer to travel 
well-defined trails. In hunting deer with the bow and arrow the 
Indian usually disguised himself with a deer’s head and resorted 
to stalking to approach near eno'ugh to the animal for his arrow to 
be effective. The bow and arrow used by the Indians were effective 
in deer h'unting up to 50 or 60 yards only. Since biush and under- 
growth was so necessary to the Indian in trapping and shooting game, 
he surely would not destroy it with fire to inprove hunting con- 
ditions, as it is frequently said he did. 

Ethnologists report that the Indians of California did not 
live and work together as tribes but lived apart in villages which 
frequently consisted of a family, and that they ladced leadership 
and did not unite or cooperate in their warfare or in any of their 
activities, but really lacked the sense of cooperation. In view of 
this it seems very improbable that they would go into the mo'untains 
at the exact time to hum without damaging the forest, and in such 
numbers as to burn the timbered lands each fall, as they are credited 
by some with having done. Setting fire required time, as the use of 
the torch was knom to only one tribe in California, and all fires 
were started with the drill and powdered bark and leaves, 

IIo doubt fire was used in a defensive way against invasions, 
particularly in the valleys, but practically no warfare existed 
prior to the coming of the Spanish, 

Brush was also removed from aromid villages to prevent 
dangerous animals and enemies from coming too close without being 
observed, Ho doubt some of their fires escaped. 
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The fire drill of practically all California; tribes con- 
sisted of a flattish hearth v:ith cups nea.r the edge^and guida 
notches for the carbonized wood powder running out from the pits* 
The drill was made of buckeye, or a similar wood; about a foot and 
■a half in length and less than a half inch in diameter. Dry grass 
■ was used as tinder. Only one tribe, the Modocs* used torches. 

Opposition to Forest Reserves 


The early day boundary files, newspaper items from the days 
when the Forest Reserves were in the making, and my own observations 
conclusively show that the greatest opposition to the creation of 
the Forest Reserves came from stockiaen who used the mountain ranges, 
and that this opposition was particularly strong from the sheepmen. 
A principal reason for this opposition is not hard to find. 

From the days when stock was first taken into the mountains 
until the creation of the Forest Reserves, it was the common custom 
of stockiaen to fire the mountains as their stock was driven out in 
the fall. Sheepmen were by far the worst offenders. This bumigg 
was not done with any view to improving the forest, but from the 
mistaken idea that it was improving the TEOige, In those days it 
was often possible to count over 100 fires from one hi^ point and 
the sky would be so full of smoke that the sun was obscured, 

Evidence of these old stockmen fires shows up on the older 
timber everywhere through the mountains of California, 


Sheepmen Fires - by T. G, West 

Sheep were brought into California by the Spanish in 1773* 

By ISOO the mission books accounted for SS,000 sheep in the State, 
This number grew rapidly until in 183^ there were in excess of 
300,000 sheep and goats under control of the missions. After the 
secularization of the missions the nxuaber steadily diminished until 
in 1842 there were only about 30*000 sheep and goats in California, 
After the American occupation numbers grew rapidly and in 1850 the 
assessors data reported 82,S67 sheep. Eight years later (1S60) this 
number had increased to 1,088,000, by I87O there were 2,768,000 and 
in ISSO there were 5*727*000 sheep in California exclusive of lambs. 

In I860 the sheep population was concentrated largely in the 
south coast counties, the Sacramento Valley and Southern California, 
The San Joaquin valley claimed less than 10 per cent of the total 
number while the number in the mountain counties was negligible. 
Shifts were pronounced during the next few years and in IS70 52^ 
were concentrated in the Sacramento Valley and San Joaqp.in Valley, 
each valley having about the same number. By 1880 the San Joaquin 


Valley was credited witli 29 / percent and the Sacrameito Valley 
with 21 / percent of the total sheep population of th| State, 

The San Joaquin Valley continued to gain and in 1890 
3^^ percent of the sheep of the State Ot373»000) were reported 
to he there hut this decreased to 31 / percent in I 9 OO, Sacramento 
Valley had in the meantime increased to 25 / percent of the total 
in IS 90 and 29 / percent of the total in 1900 , 

When range stock were first brought to California there 
was an ahoudance of feed which caused the stock to floxirish and to 
increase rapidly. The great influx of people to the State, many 
of whom, being attracted by the rich soil and excellent climate, 
engaged in farming, soon had its effect on the open ranges. The 
use of ranch of the best grazing land for agricultural crops 
together with the rapid increase in range stodc, created such 
competition for range that stockmen were forced to look to the 
unsettled areas for feed for their herds. Added to this reduc- 
tion in range drought periods in the late 60 s'and 70 s caused 
further shortage of feed and in many Instances caused a shortage 
of water for stock. 

Prom 1S6S to 1S77 six seasons ranged from 90^ to 455^ of 
normal in precipitation, 187^77 WS'S 45^ of normal. 

In the late 60s and early JQs stockmen began taking s.heep 
and cattle to the most accessible ranges on the higher moxmtains’ 
for suimner pasturage. In 1S77* IS 7 S and 1879 the shortage of feed 
and water in the valleys and foothills forced stockmen to take their 
herds into the higher mountains in lange numbers and practically 
the entire mountain range was stocked heavily during that period. 
During the SOs sheep were driven to the mountains lay the hundreds 
of thousands and the policy of feed at any cost was well estab- 
lished. 


When the sheepmen took their flocks to the mountain areas 
in such large numbers the ranges adjacent to roads and trails were 
occupied or fed out by the early arrival and those who came later 
ha.d to take their flocks to less accessible ranges over routes 
traveled little if ever by such bands. Heavily timbered areas with 
down timber and brush areas were encountered and had to be traversed 
with much difficulty, loss of time and in some instances probably 
loss of stock. Such obstructions v^ere considered as barriers to be 
removed with as little effort as possible. 

The drive to the mountain ranges was made as early in the 
seasoia a,s possible, in fact there were seasons when late snows 
caused heavy losses in herds of sheep owned by men too anxious to 
reach the range first. The timbers and brush covered areas were 
as a general rule too dajij) to burn well at that season, conse^ently 


only occasional attejiipts were iii8.de to clear routes "by 'burning while 
the sheep were enroute to the range, i^irtheniiore there was, if 
burning conditions were good, danger to their own flocks to consider. 
Many fires were started by the sheepmen enroute to the range however 
through carelessness with cacp fires, etc, 

■When summer was drawing to a close cheap stu'bble was avail- 
able in the agricultural areas and many sheep were removed from the 
higher ranges to finish the season where lambs could be marketed 
and fall shearing could be done near transportation. It was at that 
time that fires were set to remove brash and tiaiber from driveways 
to open up new range and with the erroneous idea of increasing the 
forage the following year. 

Such fires frequently burned until extinguished by rain or 
snow as no one had sufficient interest in the timbered areas nor 
the means to extinguish them. If private property was endangered 
bade fires were set but a fire once started was seldom controlled 
through the act of man. The practice of burning continued until 
the National Forests were established and control was established 
or until the timbered land became the property of lumbermen and 
they took control of the situation, 

V/liile no records were kept of fires or their cause prior 
to the establishment of the national Forests it is well established, 
through newspaper items, which commented only on unusually larg'e 
fires, by statements of mountaineers familiar with conditions and 
occurrences of tha.t time and by writers who at that time realized 
the damage being done, that the largest percentage of the most 
destructive fires in the mountains of California were caused by 
sheepmen during the thirty years preceding the establishment of 
the national Forests. 

It is tru-e fires started from other causes but no other 
class of people left so many camp fires burning in such dangerous 
places to spread and no other class so systematically burned to 
remove "brush" and timber from the moTintains, Brush to the sheep- 
man meant anything from manzanita to sugar pine trees 20 years of 
age. 


General Information on Cover Conditions and Fire 
Deun^ gnom 1774 to 190^ 

177^ t o 1776 ~ DeAnza Expedition 

In reading tlira the record of Anza* s California expeditions 
I nowhere find a reference that the Indians were in the hahit of 
■burning the country, 

Althou^ most of Anza‘3 travels were in the fall, winter 
and spring when the country was wet and green, he and those Ydth 
him kept such detailed diaries that it is not helieved that they 
would overlook mentioning such an important item as large areas of 
fire scarred country did such conditions exist, 

Father Fray Pedro Font kept a particularly interesting 
diary and apparently overlooked little in descri'bing the topography, 
cover and inha'bitants of that portion of California from Ytuua to 
San Francisco Bay and vicinity, I quote a few of his o’bservationa 
that show what the cover was in those days and the very 'brief 
mention he malces of fires: 

On tile night of Becem'ber 27, 1775» the expedition camped 
at the head of Bautista Canyon on v/hat is now part of the San 
ISernardino National Forest, Describing the country Font says this 
valley is "formed on the right by the Sierra Nevada (Thomas Mountain) 
which I ha.ve mentioned, Td-th others, and on the left by another bpor 
of mountains, very high and full of pines , which appears to run 
toward San Diego," , Undoubtedly this latter mountain is Coahoila 
Mountain (eleva,tion 5^35*) ^'^d nearly all of the pines that were 
there in 1775 have been killed by the fires that have swept over 
that region since the white man came, 

Sunday, December 31* 1775* expedition crossed the Senta 
Ana River not far from where Riverside now stands. Font says, "The 
Santa Ana River is a stream with plentiful water and a very deep 
channel, being only somefcur or five varas wide, six at the most, 
in all this vicinity, but it is so deep that it has very few and 
difficult fords because of the rapidity with which the water runs. 
The waters of the river are very crystalline and beautiful . " This 
does not indicate that the mountain region from which tliat water 
came was burned off periodically. During the nearly 50 years that 
I have known this stream the water has never been crystalline and 
beautiful in the valley. 

On Monday, January 8, 177^, they passed what was then called 
Arroyo de Santa Maria Madelena, or La Quema, This place was between 
where the settlements of Olive and El Toro (Orange County) are now 
located. Font says, "It is also called La Qnema, because of a 
somewhat dangerous fire that occurred in the grass patches, caused 
in part by the heathen, (Indians)" This is one of the two only 



references to grass, brush, or forest fires in the Anza records, 
and in this case he indicates that the fire was not entirely the 
work of the Indians, 

Tuesday, January l6, 1776. part of the expedition was at 
Mission San Diego endeavoring to round up the leaders of the Indians 
that had sacked the mission shortly before. Parties of. soldiers 
were sent into the back country to look for the Indians* Pont 
^remained at the Presidio of San Diego. He writes, "This after^l 
noon it was noted from the top of the hill of this presidio that/ 
in the Sierra many smokes were being sent up, a method by which/ 
the Indians communicate with each other when they have news,.” 




Since the California Indians used signal smokes for pu3> 
poses of communication, it is very possible that an occasional 
signal fire may have been the cause of burning a considerable area 
of grass, brush or timber. 

Another possible cause of large fires was cited by Pont on 
January 20 , 1776, while he was still around Saa Diego: ' 

"In the afternoon I saw a vivid illustration of 
the burning of the Mission San Diego, By accident 
fire was set to a fair-sized tule hut which served 
as a forge, and it was not possible to put it out, 
try as hard as they might, although all of the people < 
rushed to the spot; and then I realized, as I had ' 

already known, how dangerous a,re buildings of tule 
or grass and logs," 

Monday, March 4, 1776, the expedition crossed the Ouesta 
Pass, past Santa Margarita, and Atascadero to La Assunpcion where 
canp was made, Pont describes the topography and cover of the 
country thru which they passed, and then says of the country to 
the west: "High up in the Sierras are seen large nomber of spruce 
and other trees," The Sierras are still there but the trees are 
few and far between today, 

April 4, 1776 the expedition was floundering aroxind in the 
marshes in the vicinity of the Aaitioch bridge, Pont writes: 

"And so we traveled more than three leagues, which in 
general may be estimated as to the Southeast, going 
with some difficulty in the midst of the tulares, which 
for a good stretch were dry, soft, mellow ground, covered 
with dry slime and with a dust which the wind raised 
from the ashes of the burned tule, so biting that it 
made our eyes smart severely and caused tCars to flow 
so that we could hardly see." 


Since this trip was thiu a region unknown to white men it is very 
■prohahle that the tnles were hurned by the Indians for some reason. 

In crossing over the Ht, Hamilton range from the Arroyo 
Mocho to the Arroyo del Coyote on April 5» 17776» I’ont says: 

11 1 ^ 

"On reaching the top of the pass which it formed we 
were confronted by extended and very rough moimtains 
ahead of us, all the country that v;e had traversed 
and all that was seen on both sides being thickly 
grown with oaks, pine and brush , " 

He farther says, 

"Although seen from the outside this range appears 
to be bare on all sides and without trees, yet in 
the center it is very tangled and full of brush, 
pines, live oalcs, oalcs, spruce and other trees," 

This description very well fits the Mt, Hamilton range todayj so 
apparently it was not kept burned over by the Indians when they 
were the only inhabitants. 


1826 — What Has Become of the Timber? 

In his diary of August 29, 1S26, written at the San 
Gabriel Mission by Jedediah S, Smith, California escplorer and 
trapper, the Mission location is described as follows: 

"The situation is very handsome, pretty streams 
of water runnirig through from all quarters, some 
tlaousands of acres of rich and fertile l^ds as level 
as a die in view, and a part under cultiVationj sur- 
rounded on the north by a hi^ and lofty mountain 
handsomely timbered with pine and cedar , and on the 
south with low mountains covered with grass. This 
lilission has upwards of 30,000 head of cattle, and 
horses, sheep, hogs, etc, in proportion," 


182g - Where Were the Open Porests? 

"Old timers" in Horthern California who claim there was 
no brush on the Mountains xintil the practice of woods burning by 
the Indians was stopped, will not get much comfort^ from a perusal 
of the diary of the travels of Jedediah S, Smith through that 
region over a century ago, 

a 

Writing from a point neax the Junction of the South Pork 
and main Trinity rivers under date of May 10, 1S2S the diary sayg^ 
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"The traveling was very had, several very ..steep, 
rocky and brushy points oi nioimtalns to go up and 
dom with our horses, vre lost 15 on the way 

in the brush - 2 with loads," 

By Wednesday, May l4th, the party was down in what is now the 
Hoopa Indian Reservation, The diary says, 

i 

"The traveling amazingly bad; we descended one 
point of brushy and rocky mountain, where it 
took us about 6 hours to get the horses down," 

Bor several days after this the party endeavored to cut across to 
the coast "but found their way impassable by reason of dense 
forests and underbrus h and steep mountains", so finally wound 
up by following down the Trinity and Klamath to the sea, travel-, 
ing mostly by canoe. 


184s - Fremont's Notes on California 


In his geographical memoirs on Upper California, 1S4S, 
General Fremont goes into detail as to topography,; cover and 
climatic conditions of the portions of California covered in his 
travels. But nowhere in these detailed memoirs is there reference 
to grass, brush or timber fires or to passing through burned areas. 

These memoirs covered the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys 
from Mt. Sha^sta to Tulare Lake, and the coast couhtry from San Fran- 
cisco Bay to San Diego, If Indian fires were so prevalent in those 
days as we are led to believe, it hardly seems re^onable that so 
painstaking a man as Fremont would fail to record them. He does 
mention the manzanita and snowbrush in the timber country at the 
upper ehd of the Sacramento Valley; the wooded plain at the foot 
of the San Gabriel Range; and the pine timber on the Santa Lucia 
and Santa Ynez Ranges, Everyv/here is mention of the wonderful 
forage stands and of the herds of game, especially deer, antelope 
and elk. 


1852 in the Siskiyou Country ' 

In looking over my old diaz“ies, I ran across some notes 
of a talk given at a Ranger meeting in Mt. Shasta on March 24, 1911, 
by an old gentleman, named W. W. Taylor, of McDoeL, California, . 

Ur, Taylor said that he had lived in the lit, Shasta region since 
1852, and had been among the Indians all of these^years. He »aid 
that game was plentiful in the early days and that he. never knew the 
Indians to fire the country, because they could get game without 



fires, Mr. Taylor said fires had constantly increased as the 
country had heen settled up hy white men. He e:5)ressed the 
opinion that brush could not be burned off without also burning 
the timber reproduction on which the forests of the future de- 
pended. 


1652 - Inforr.mtion Obtained groia An Early Pay Settler at Sonora 

I do not recollect ever having heard the Indians accused 
of setting fires to the timber or wood, ISy father told me that he 
never heard of the Indians doing any harm. All the Indians I have 
loiown were not ambitious - they were absolutely lacking in the 
ability or sense of cooperation, veiy lasy and had no sense of 
iirproving themselves or conditions. The Indians were not inclined 
to travel far from where they were born and raised, in fact the 
Indians I first knew as a young girl (since 1652) lived their 
entire lives and died close to if not in the village in which they 
were born. My father acted as advisor for the Indians, acted as 
their attorney when in trouble and consequently they were friendly 
toward our family and we probably knew them and their customs 
better than most people. When the Indians got into trouble they 
came to ny father and after he died they came to me for advice. 
Later on, I, as a Beaconess, spent a great deal of time among the 
Indians, From the best of ny Icnowledge gained by close contact 
with the Indians, and from wha,t I have learned of their past 
history, I am convinced that the Indians of this vicinity did ’ 
not set fires to the timbered lands as they are sometimes 
charged with having done. 


The Tehachapi in 1654 

In 'Tterainiscences of a Efinger" by Major Horace Bell he 
gave the following description of the Tehachapi in 165^* 

“Tehachapi, at the time this truthful historian 
enjoyed the proud distinction of being the ’first 
White men’ was the most beautiful and romantic place 
that is possible to conceive of a region so elevated 
and windy, 

"The valley proper, or pass is a wide open plain, 
and the grass, only trodden and cropped by the iimumer- 
able herd of deer and antelope that inhabit the region, 
was most abundant. Beautiful contiguous smaller valleys, 
romantic canyons, forests of pine, groves of evergreen 
and spreading oaks, purling brooks, gusMng springs, 
green meadows, verdant slopes and craggy heights all 
went to raalce a picture of arcadian beauty that would 
have raised the enthusiasm of a landscape painter to 
the seventh heaven of bliss," 



Compare the above with the "ehachapi of today that has been 
overgrazed and burned until erosion is serious on most of the land 
in. that region. 


lg60-«64 ~ Up and Down California 

Under date of September 11, 1S62, William H, Brewer, in his 
book 'Ujp and Down California 1860-64" described the timber on Mt, 
Shasta, v/hich he was then climbing; 

"We soon take to the woods and follow a trail 
directly toward the mo^ontaln — the first four miles 
up a very gentle slope, among trees tha>t must be seen 
to be at all appreciated— pines, firs, and cedars, all 
of species peculiar to the region west of the Eocky 
Mountains, Cedars over 100 feet high and 4 to 6 feet 
in diameter, firs 200 feet high, sugar pines often 200 
and even 250 feet high, possibly even more, Eire had 
been through the v/oods and hundreds of trees had fallen, 
some this year, but more in past years, I had the 
curiosity to measure one prostrate tree. It was about 
7 feet diameter at the base and lay along the ground 
for 225 feet, and was then burned off where it was 
still 9 inches in diameter, Q?lie burnt tip must have 
been 4o feet longer. These gigantic trees, straight 
as arrows, formed a ma-gnificent forest," p, 312 i 

On October 22, 1S63 V/illiam II, Brev;er writes as follows of 
conditions around Seiad Valley on Klamath River, as viewed from the 
Summit of the Sisiciyous; 

"IVie day was very smoky, and the landscape spread 
out around us ro^igh in the extreme — the whole region a 
mountainous one— the pealco five thousand to seven 
thousand feet high, some indeed much higher— and all 
furrowed into deep canyons and sharp ridges, many of 
the former over two thousand feet deep. The hills are 
covered with scattered timber, not dense enough to be 
called forests, or in places with shiubby chaparral, 

V/ith the exception of the ranch below us there is no 
tillable land; there is nothing to malce the region 
ever a desirable home for any considerable population, 

"The whole of this \?ide landscape was bathed in 
smoky vapor, and the mountains faded in it at no great 
distance. On a clear day Mount Shasta is in view in the 
southeast, and the ocean in the southwest, but then both 
were invisible. It would be difficult to 'say where the 
sraoky earth ceased and the sraolcy s>:y began," pp, 430-81 


-IS- 



1870 ~ YeB> We Hg,d Some Chaparral 


Another "old tinier" who intimates that the moimtains of 
northern California were not entirely devoid of brash in the early 
days is Clarence King, author of MOUETAIKEEEIK^O IH THE SIBHM HBTAElA. 

In his description of the view from the summit of Mt, Shasta 
on a clear summer day in IS70, he says "Southeast the mountain spurs 
are smoothed into a broad glacis, densely overgrown with chaparral, 
and ending in open groves around plains of yellow grass," 

From his timber line carap when enroute to the summit, he says, 
"Already above vegetation, we looked out all over the valley south 
and west, observing its arabesque of forest, meadow and chaparral," 

A later trip was made around the mountain, including a side 
trip to the McCloud glacier, Enroute to this glacier. King says, 
"Such dense, impentrable fields of chaparral cover the south foot- 
hills that we were only able to fight our way through limited parts,". 


18 69 to 1900 - liThat John Ivlu i r Said About Eires 

Probably no man of v/hom we have record had a better personal 
knowledge of the mountains of California than John Muir, the natura- 
list and student who from IS69 on for 40 years rambled every nook and 
comer of the Sierra and Coast F-anges, keeping careful note of what he 
saw and heard, IvEuch of this he set dovm in his book "The Moiontains of 
California", and what he says there largely exonerates the Indian and 
mountaineer, and liaixgs the blame right where it belongs, which is on 
the early day stoclcmen, and parti cula.rly the sheepherders who were a 
law unto themselves until the creation of the National Forests and 
the passage of state fire lav/s gave the public some protection, 

l-mir speaks of general Forest dajiia.ge as follows: 

"Incredible numbers of sheep are driven to the 
mountain pastures every summer, and their course is 
everywhere marked by desolation. Every wild garden 
is trampled down, the shrubs are stripped of leaves, 
as if devoured by locusts, and the woods are burned . 

"Sunning fires are set everywhere, with a view 
to clearing the ground of prostrate trunks to facili- 
tate the movement of the flocks and to improve the 
pastures. The entire forest belt is thus swept and 
devastated from one extremity of the range to the 
other, . 
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"Indians burn off the underbrush in certain 
localities to facilitate deer hunting, inountaineers 
and lumbermen carelessly allow their camp fires to 
run; but the fires of the sheepmen or *mttoneers* 
form more than ninety per cent of all destructive 
fires that range the Sierra Jorests," 

Describing the lodgepole pine, he says: 

"The two leaved pine, more than any other, is 
subject to destruction by fire. The thin bark is 
streaked and sprinkled with resin, as though it has 
been showered down upon it like rain, so that even 
the green trees catch fire readily, and during strong 
winds whole forests are destroyed, the flames leaping 
from tree to tree, forming one continuous belt of 
roaring fire that goes surging and racing onward 
above the bending woods, like the grass fires of a 
prairie," 

In talking abo^^.t the ground cover, i’fuir says: 

"A great portion of the woody plants that escape 
the feet and teeth of the sheep are destroyed by the 
shepherds by means of running fires which are set 
everywhere during the dry season for the purpose of 
burning off the old. fallen trunks and underbrush, 
with a view to iaiproving the pastures, and making 
more open ways for the flocks, 

"These destiuctive sheep fires sv/eep through 
the entire forest belt of the range, from one extre- 
mity to the other, consuming not only the underbrush, 
but the young trees and seedlings on which the perma- 
nence of the forest depends; thus setting in motion 
a long trail of evils," 


1870 - In the Days Before Light Burnin g 

A short time ago I had a talk with Ivir. A, T. Welton of 
Stonyford about range conditions on Snow Mountain in the early days, 

Mr, Welton is now in his S6th year and has been a resident 
of the Stonyford community since IS 69 , and the truth of his state- 
ments is never questioned by those who know him, Mr, Welton's 
stpary is about as follows: 

He came to Stonyford, or Srnithville, as the town was then 
called, in IS 69 and for several years taught the local public school. 
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It was his custom each Saturday morning to get on a saddle horse, 
with a gun, a ‘blanket, and some supplies, and go “bac^ along the 
base of the mountains, and hunt and fish, returning |o the settle- 
ment Sunday evening. On one of these trips in September, ISJO* 
camped near the present site of Pouts Springs and while hunting on 
wliat are now called Moon Glades, he came upon a trail leading from 
the gla.des up the side of Snow Mountain, His curiosity being aroused, 
he returned to camp, got his outfit and started out this trail to 
see where it would lead him. After following it for? several hours, 
he came out near Big Rock on Snow Mountain at the place now known 
as Folk Cabin, 

He thought the country around the top of Snow Moxmtain the 
most wonderful mountain country he haxl ever seen, lEiere had never 
been any stock grazed there and all the open areas were covered with 
thick, tall grass, reminding him of grain fields, !Phe timber was 
very large and so thick tha.t v;hen he rode into it, it was almost 
dark. 


When he returned to the settlement, he could find no one who 
had ever been to the summit of Snow Mountain, The country up there 
was so attra.ctive to him tha.t he made frequent trips there to enjoy 
it. 


It was not long ai'ter this that sheep men began- taking sheep 
to Snow Mountain for the sximmer season and immediately conditions 
there began to change. They overgrazed the open grass areas and /as 
the forage on these ares.s becaxae depleted they began 'burning the ' 
timber and cherry thickets to open them up and make more feed. The 
burning of the timbered areas over and over caused a gradually in- 
creased accumalation of dead litter which made the areas more and 
more susceptible to damage by fire and it was only a short time 
until Snow Mountain had lost its attractiveness for Mr, Wei ton. He 
says the overgrazing and burning continued until all the grass was 
killed out and the groves of magnificent fir timber were thinned 
out and replaced by white thorn brush, and the top of the mountain 
became the barren country it is today, 

Mr, Welton states that when Snow Mountadn was in its natural 
state, before the coming of the sheep, lightning sometimes started 
fires around the top of the mountain but these fires did not spread 
owing to the lack of dead litter on the ground and no damage resulted 
from them. 

It developed later that the trail over Snow Mountain was the 
trail used by the Upper Ltike Indians in the days before the white man, 
when they came over to Stony Creek to get salt from the salt beds in 
Salt Spring Valley a few miles north of Stonyford, 

Mr, Welton states that when he first went onto Snow Mountain 
the meadows around Millc Ranch were much more extensive than they are 
at the present time, — Stites, Mendocino 
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■1870 ~ Statement of W. J, Lord . (He was raised in, Tuolumne County 

and was one of the early cattlemen to go to! the higher ranges), 

"In the 70s there was &, shortage of feed and water 
on the plains and in the foothills and sheepmen crowded 
their flocks into the mountains in large nuinbers. Those 
who came first took the ranges vmich were easiest to reach 
and those who came later liad to go to less accessible places 
for feed. They encountered considerable difficulty in 
herding their floclos and where brush and timber interfered 
it was common practice to bum, Most of the burning was 
done as the sheep were taken from the mountains in the 
fall to the plains to be :gut on stubble. This was usually 
in September, 

"Burning at that time became such a practice that 
people knew when the sheep were leaving the mountains by 
the number of fires set. Smoke from the fires was so 
thick at times that it was hard to see at midday, Ho 
attempt was made to stop fires unless someone's place was 
threatened, then backfires were set and usually the fire . 
went some other direction. These fires burned tiaousands 
of acres almost everywhere that timber and brush grew in 
the mountains, 

"In the late SOs and early 90s the people began to, 
object to such fires and alter a few sheepmen were rounded 
up and ma,de to put out fires they did not set so many," 


1873 -"Mountaineering in the Sierra Nevad a" 

"Ibrest officers of Region 5 who have not yet ezpsri- 
. enced the pleasure of reading the book of the above title 
by Clarence King, originally published in lS71t will find 
much of interest regarding the early geological e3g)lor- 
ations of the high Sierra region and Mt, Shasta, In 
addition, nuiny of the features of pioneering in California 
are vividly portrayed, including the picturesque flow of 
language used by the teamsters in addressing their mules; 
the xuiappetizing character of the meals prepared by the 
Chinese cooks; early hog grazing on the mountain ranges; 
and a discussion of the merits of the Vigilance Committees, 

"In 1873* ill connection with his ascent of Mt, 

Whitney, he wrote as follows regarding his trip across 
the Kem region; 

"•The Kem plateau, so green and lovely on my former 
visit in 1S64, was now a sea of rolling granite ridges, 
darkened at intervals by forest, but no longer velveted 
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with, meadows and upland grasses. The indefatigable 
shepherds have camped everywhere, leaving hardly a 
spear of grass behind them, • 

,’'If such evidence of overgrazing was noticeable 
in 1873* thinlc what it mst have amounted to by the 
time such areas were finally placed under management 
within national forests,*" — Coffman, Park: Service 


1876.- P, Y, Lewis gave the following statement ; 

"In IS 76 and 1877 ^ went to the motmtains with 
sheep and grazed them along the Mo\i(elumne River in 
Alpine County, spending the greater part of each 
season on the south side of the river between Hermit 
Valley and Horse Creek, V/e fed the early part of the 
. range first, moved up the river to the upper part as 

feed advanced and then fed back over the same ground 
as we came do\m toward the foothills, \71ien we turned 
back toward the foothills, we started setting fires 
and continued setting them until we reached the foot- 
hills, ¥e burned everything that woi^ld bum, such as 
brush, young timber and grown timber, setting the 
fires behind the sheep as they grazed bacl’c over the 
rahge the second time. The sheep moved but a short 
distance eacli day and we silent a large part of the 
time in setting the fires. The sheepmen on the 
neighboring ranges set fires about the same as we 
did, and in,, the latter part of the season there would 
be fires as far as a person could see. Large tracts 
of excellent timber were destroyed and became brush 
fields later, but the sheepmen did not care as it was 
thought that fires improved the feed and removed tlie 
timber which interfered with the sheep, 

"It was regular practice for the sheepman to set 
fire to everything such as logs, trees or brash that 
interfered with the sheep between the ranches and towns 
in the foothills to the upper part of the range he used," 


1877 ,“ California Indians Not "Light Burners" 

I have read through Stephen Powers* most interesting book 
on the Indians of California (Contributions to North American 
Ethnology, Vol, 3» published in 1877 by the U,S,Ct,S,), The author 
spent three years among the Aborigines of California and his book 
goes into minute details, covering every feature of Indian life, 
including their legends. 

In going over this book carefully one is struck by the 
fact that nowhere in it does the author intimate that the natives 
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were in the hahit of firing the valleys or mountains for the 
purpose of improving hunting conditions. Powers carefully des- 
cribes the hxinting practice of many tribes prior to and subse- 
quent to the advent of the "gold hunters", but nothing is said 
anywhere to indicate that the Indians periodically burned over 
the country as many now contend. The only reference to this 
matter is in the legend of the Vfishinim tribe regarding the 
origin of fire. According to this legend the lizard was 
selected to steal the fire from its source. This the lizard 
was successful in doing and then it started for home. At this 
point the legend reads as follows; 

"At length he reached the western edge of the 
Sacramento Valley and he had to be extremely careful 
in crossing it, lest he should set the country on 
fire. He was obliged to travel by night to keep 
the thieves from stealing the fire, and to .keep the 
diy gi’ass from catching fire." 

This does not read as if the real natives of California 
were "annual firebugs". Powers was so careful in his descriptions 
of every phase of Indian life that it does not seem that he wouid 
overlook such an in^portant matter a,s the annual bximing of the 
country providing it was actually practiced. 

Powers does state that in the Southern Sierra the Indians 
used to fire the forests at times in order to catch great quantities 
of grasshoppers and caterpillars already roasted, which they downed 
with relish, Es.rly day records show that Indians of California 
captTired deer largely by (a) running them down, (b) digging pits 
into which they fell, and (c) by dressing up in a deer skin and 
stalking them, Ho mention of running them out with fire is foxmd 
in Powers reports. 


ISSO - The fo llowing is quoted from a, reuort submitted to the 
Department of Agriculture ; 

"In October, ISSO, a circular was issued by the 
Department of Agricultux'e to its correspondents in the 
several states and territories, vath the view of asceiv* 
taining- the extent of injuries tha,t have been observed 
from forest fires, the cause so far as Icnown, and the 
methods commonly employed for preventing or arresting 
these fires when started and under way. The circular 
invited such suggestions as might appear advisable 
concerning means for preventing the contihued recur- 
rence of these cal Eimi ties, 

"In commenting upon the returns received for the 
entire United States, th. Hough states as follows; 


"’Correspondents, in reporting the causes that 
originate forest fires, mst necessarily depend upon 
their opinions rather than upon certain knowledge; for 
in a great majority of cases the origin of these fires 
is to them, unioiown. They may ha-ve received their infor- 
mation from hearsay, and these rumors may have "been 
purposely started in the wrong direction by the parties 
really guilty of the wrong to divert public indignation 
or avoid legal consequences, Giving to each assigned or 
supposed cause an eqxual credit, the summary, in numerical 
form, is a.s follows: 

Ifeturel causes - lightning 3 

The direct or incidental act of man ,,,.464 

Of the lalter, the Indians ax’e charged as the originators 
in 21 cases, the remainder being ascribed to civilized 
man. The motive with the former is supposed in most 
cases to have been hostility to the whites, and a desire 
to harm them as- much as possible. It will be remembered 
that these returns often refer back to a still recent 
period of Indifui hostilities in Colorado, New Mexico,' 
and the northern tier of Territories, In a very few 
cases their custom of burning to drive game, etc, , is 
mentioned; while on the other hand, in Oregon, they are 
mentioned as having formerly been scrupulously careful ,■ 
in the use of fii'es, lest the feed fof their horses < 
should be destroyed, and that so long as they remained 
sole occupants of the country, forest fires were un- 
knovj-n, Ee&icing these num-bers to percentages, we find 
of the whole, number 0,0063 ascribed to natural causes 
and 0,04 to the Indian. Of the 439 ascribed to the 
white man, 30.3 intention, and 69,7 to care- 

lessness, the grea.ter part being avoidable, and if not 
in the starting of the fires, to a great degree in the 
provision that might previously be made for their sup- 
pression, > " 


lgg2 - This Applies to California Settlers 


From "Report on Forestry", by F, B, Hough, dated lgS2, 
the following is taken: 

The importance of the injurie-s that are done to forests 
by running fires has led us to give particular attention to this 
subject, as directly relating to the maintenance of forest products 
within .the United States, It is observed everywhere, that in the 
first beginnings of a settlement, whether in a forest region or 
upon the prairies and the plains, the dangers from running fires 
are greatest, and that they gradually diminish as the region 


■becomes thickly settled and well caltivated. It is further to 
be remembered, that the earliest of the pioneers in a new settle- 
ment, are often those who do not make permanent inprovements, but 
under a restless desire for change they seek a new field of enter- 
prise long before the society around them has become permanently 
settled and well established. This unstable and transient class, 
the first beginners, are generally persons of slender resources, 
and have little to lose. They are accustomed to regard the world 
around them as open for their use, and in matters of pasturage for 
their stock, as well as forest products for their own supply, and 
often for such little industries as they can \indertake upon a 
small capital or by their own labor, they often appropriate 
wherever it is most convenient. It is from this class of our 
population that we have the most to fear in the way of forest 
fires. Habitually careless and improvident, they do not hesitate, 
where there is a motive and an opportunity, to apply fires to 
lands not their own, for the purpose of inproving and extending 
the range for their cattle, or to clear lands for cultivation, 
and sometimes to destroy the evidences of their own trespass , 
and depredations. 

Extracts from Report of Galifomia State Hoard of Forestry - 

lgg»5-lgg^ 

The present fires tliat desolate the forests of Galifomia 
are a. violation of law and are exceedingly destructive to public 
property. After continued earnest effort, in many cases with 
legal advice at our ovm privs,te expense, vre axe obliged to report 
tlia,t we cannot arrest nor convict these fire-settlers without the 
E,ssistance of special officers who can be sent into the motintains 
to secure evidence and find the depredators, 

1SS5 " El Dorado County 

All over the timber belt, and throughout the county 
generally, where the timber is cut off or destroyed, and the land 
remains undisturbed, young pines, fir, spmce, and other timber 
common to the country springs up almost like magic, and grows 
very thick, as also in parts does the different varieties of 
brush. The fires do most damage to these young growths of timber, 
Eires arise from vaxious causes — clearing of lands, carelessness 
of campers, stock herders, hunters, etc, 

Igg^ ~ Placer County 

One fire last year burned along American River Hill one 
mile wide by three in length. Another two miles near Lincoln, 
Damage by last, say, $10,000, 



Iggg - Santa Cruz County 


Fires are frequent during the suimaer months, sometimes 
extending over tho\xsands of acres, hut do not destroy many of 
the trees, they being fed hy the brush and underwood; trees are 
badly scorched at such times, but they sprout again and appear to 
grow more vigorously as does the brush, 

ISS’j " Santa Barbara County 

OSie live oak forests have suffered but little from fires, 
yet the small trees on the mountain sides have been destroyed in 
that manner. 

After a severe fire in the Santa Inez Mountains, at the 
head of Carpenteria Creek, I ventured a statement that the denu- 
dation of the watershed of that stream would increase the liability 
of floods, and during the following winter a so-called cloudburst 
occurred, which destroyed much property and two lives, chai^ng 
the course of the creeic in some places, 

1885 ~ Ventura County 

Motinbain fires cor^letely destroy the fine forests, and 
there grow up in its place chaparral and chinquapin oak, both 
worthless, > 

f 

Appoint an agent to look after the forests, who should 
reside in the imiiiediate vicinity, and e)npowered with authority 
to stop hunters and other parties from setting; out fires. 


There is perhaps no part of the forest but which has been 
ravaged by fires. The burned trees in remote parts show that at 
some time fire ha,s passed over the woods. As to their origin, no 
definite information can be ha,d in the lov/er and central zones, 
but I think it can be safely affirmed that at an elevation of 
three thousand five hundred to five thousand feet (the region of 
the sawmill post and shake business) the people are reasonably 
careful to prevent fires, because it would be injurious to them, 
as the woods always contain logs, wood, shakes, and posts that 
would be destroyed in any extensive fire above this elevation. 

The stock: men (cattle and sheep) are charged with deliberately 
firing the forest so as to clear, underbrush and afford a crop 
of grass for the ensuing year. More of this burning is done 
on the high Sierras than elsewhere, I have found it very diffi- 
cult to get exact infori-sation from the citizen^ about this matter, 
and further than the general statement given above they do not 
like to go. 
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From the headviaters of Russian River to the Klamath River, 
and as far east as the south forlc of the Trinity,- the country is 
devoted to sheep raising, predominantly; the strip from Spruce 
•Grove to the Mattole River heing generally used for the same pur- 
pose, . . , . , As ranges deteriorate under the influence of over- 
stocking, the remedy sought is to render ne''.? land's available through 
'burning of brush and girdling of timber. Sheep lands are held at 
from five dollars up. As the vedue of land increases, the clearing 
of timber to render the land fit for grazing will increase, and 
considerable quantities of timber A7ill be cleared off in this ■V7ay, 
Systeimtic attempts to improve the quality of sheep lands are not 
common, the writer knowing 'but one exception to the general rule. 

Here the best brass patches are fenced in and guarded, the grass 
allowed to ripen, when it is threshed end the seed collected. 

Brush lands (mostly scrub-oaks) are then fired and the seed sown 
upon the ash-strewn clearings, the grass used being a species of 
Australian cheat. The lands thus artificially stocked with grass 
are said to possess twice the efficiency of the natural open lands. 

In coi'mection with the subject of sheep lands, it should be mentioned 
■bha,t the pernicious x)va.ctices noticed in a great measure affect 
property still belonging to the Government, There are ranges cover- 
ing thousands of acres which are controlled (not owned) by sheep men, 
their holdings simply covering the strategic points of the range, 
possession of tl:ie ws,ter sources generally sufficing in itself to 
attain the desired end. Holding these points, the balance of the 
range is of no value to any one else, and his herds range undis- 
turbed over public lands. These lands are effectually excluded ' 
from settlement, the Co-unty end State governments deprived, of 
legitirnate sources of revenue, and at the same time val-uable 
public property rapidly going to waste. The timber depredations 
upon public lands are but matters of minor moment compared with the 
gradual, but widespiread ruin which is heing bro'ught about by sheep- 
ranging. 


iSSp - (Ventura County) Nearly one-half the native forest has been 
destroyed by fire, (S, P, Guiberson, County Oleifc, 1st biennial 
report State Board of Forestry, page 20), 


lgg5 » Forests of Los Angeles. San Bernardino and San Diego Counties. 
California. 


Every year disastrous fires sweep off vast areas of this 
mountain covering. These owners set no watdi and take no heed of 
their property, and the fires run into and destroy the timber as 
well as the brush. This careless and wasteful destruction of the 
forests is injuring the climate, the agriculture, and the future 
prospects of Sotithem California, 


Examples of Forest Destruction 


Iggl -« Los Angeles 

The Southern Pacific Railroad was huilt into the City of 
Los Angeles through the Soledad Canyon, Until lSS3i serious 
damage was ever done this road by floods in that location. But 
about two yeans before this time certain parties, having stock 
pastures on the mountains forsiing the watershed of this canyon, 
commenced deliberately to set fires in the brush and forests oil 
these watersheds, the idea being to isprove the pastures and keep 
the trails open. 

There are some fifty or seventy head of horses pastured 
through this extensive district. These fires destroyed the water- 
holding capacity of the mountains. As a result, the heayy winter 
rains of 1324 washed out the entire railroad, roadway, bridges-, and 
all. Travel and business were delayed over six weeks. The railroad 
repaired the damages done, and the next year being very dry, no 
injury happened; but the year following, on an ordinary rainfall, 
measuring less than many of those that had previously done no 
damage, the, railroad again sustained heavy losses. 

It is probably no exaggeration to say that it would have 
been cheap and good business for the railroad coirpany to have paid 
Jodte Talbot and his friend Texas $5* 000*000 to have kept away from 
the watershed of the Soledad Cajiyon. 


1333 - Los Angeles 

Ur, James Craig, of the Hermitage Ranch, informs me that 
for some years after the great Edwards fire on the watershed of 
the Precipice Canyon that stream diminished in its summer flow 
without regard to the rainfall, and is only now becoraixig itself 
again. This fact forced itself on Mr, Craig, as his entire water 
supply came from this stream. In one place this watercourse was 
filled up sixteen and a half feet, by actual measurement, with sand 
and boulders, 

1333 - Los Angeles 

Mr, P, L, Washburn, of the Los Angeles Herald, who owns 
four hundred acres in the southern end of Kern County travels over 
the country in going to his place and he says that last summer 
alone, probably owing to the large influx of settlers, fifty thou- 
sand acres of brush and forest land were burned off on the north 
side of the Sierra Madre Range, from the Cajon Pass' west to the 
mountains where he is. Consequent upon this, the water is cutting 
gullies in numerous places burned off, or below such places, and. is 
rmming during the rains in dangerous and destructive torrents. 
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1885 - Los Angeles 


Mr, Arturo Bandinl, whose family have long resided in 
Southern California, tells me that his relatives and their vaqueros, 
or herders, say that in their experience the perennial character of 
many streams and springs has been destroyed and the pasture injured 
by the extensive cutting of oak and other trees and the burning of 
the brush on the mountains. 


1885 - Santa Barbara 


Three years ago a stupid fellow started a fire on the upper 
waters of Mission Creek, said stream being the main supply for the 
inhabitants of Santa Barbara City, This fire raged through a dense, 
heavy underbrush, and forest of oak, sycamore, and pine* The enor- 
mous heat of the accumulated growth of ages burnt the ground to a 
cinder, and nearly all the large trees were killed to the root. 

After the fire we carefully surveyed our chances of reclamation, 
end decided to try the planting of artificial forest. Cypress and 
willow were set out, and seeds from the adjacent pines were planted. 

The heavy rains of the followijag winter caused an overwhelming. torr:ent; 
the soil of the burnt district gave way; landslides occurred; our dam 
was choked with sand and boulders at each succeeding flood, and our 
planted trees and seeds were washed seaward. Since that time the 
scarp of the mountain stands out bold and desolate; in many places 
bared rocks only ajipear; while the upper district of Mission Cre’^ 
must remain bare of all vegetation. In the lower portion of the 
burnt district, along the canyon, chaparral has started a new life 
and if xmraolested further the brush growth will soon afford grateful 
shade to the waning stream. The fire has naturally reduced the flow 
of Mission Creek, A tributary, its east fork, originally of much 
less volume, still Tunraolested by fire or axe, now contains nearly, 
if not quite, the same flow as the main stream, 

^’Then I first saw the watershed of Mission Creek, at Santa 
Barbara, it was covered v.dth a rich mantle of verdure. 


1885- Ventura 

Hon, Brice Grimes, of Ventura, informs me that within the 
last four or five years the Santa Clara River and those of its tribu- 
taries whose sources iiave been stripped of timber and brush, now run 
more violently and destructively than formerly. As a consequence the 
Santa Clara Valley is being much injured by floods. Estimates from 
individuals on different parts of this river show that between one 
thousand and five thousand acres of good land have .been cut away by 
changes in the channel of streams, or covered with "debris, so as to 
be entirely worthless. 
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1885 - Los Angeles 


Mr. John S. Jackson, for many years County Surveyor of Los 
Angeles, and at present Land Valuer of the Southern Pacific Railroad 
Conpany for the southern counties, has given me the result of his 
observation of what has taken plaice here within his experience. He 
says that there is not s> single important watershed in this section 
that has not been more or less devastated by fire. Equally, that 
there is not an important watercourse in the section that has not, 
within his personal laiowledge, materially changed in character. 

Every one of our watercourses, Mr, Jadcson says, is now bringing 
down more sand, boulders, and debris than was formerly the case. 

The same rainfall nov; creates more rapid and destructive floods than 
it did before the waste of the mountain verdure. 


1885 Forests of Amador. Calaveras, Tuolumne, and Mariposa Counties. 

California, 

In addition to the forest ti-ees, mention shotild be made^ of 
the chaparral, clieraisal, and raanzanita, tha,t cover nearly all the 
open country betvireen five hundred and three thousand feet elevation, 
the latter reaching an altitude of over eight thousand feet, and 
there being a low shrub. 

Losses by forest fires . There is perhaps no part of thq 
forest but which has been ravaged by fire. The burned trees in 
remote parts show tha.t at some time fire h8,s passed over the woods. 

As to their origin, no definite xnfomiation can be had in the lower 
a.nd central zones, but I thinlc it can be safely affirmed that at an 
elevation of three thousand five hundred to five thousand feet (the 
region of the sawmill post and shake business) the people are reason- 
ably careful to prevent fires, because it would be injurious to them, 
a,s the v/ood's always contain logs, v/ood, shakes, and posts tha,t would 
be destroyed in any extensive fire above this elevation. The stock 
men (cattle and sheep) are diarged with deliberately firing the 
foi'est so as to clear underbrush and afford a crop of grs-ss for the 
ensuing year. More of this burning is done on the high Sierras than 
elsewhere. I have found it very difficult to get exact information 
from the citizens about this matter, and further than the general 
statement given above they do not like to go. 

Sheen lands inside the P.e6-wood Belt . As ranges deteriorate 
under the influence of oversto dicing, the remedy sought is to render 
nev7 lands available through burning of brush and girdling of timber. 


1885 - San Diego ^ 

At least one tlaird of the land covered with brush, grass and 
oak timber in the southern, part of this coimty has been burnt off by 



settlers within the past eighteen months, doing a||great deal of 
damage, not only as regards pasturage, timber and',; bees, but also 
decreasing the reservoirs of water, which the absence of brush will 
effect, to a certain extent, the seme as tiiriber, These fires are 
caused by careless settlers, who at the time only; intend to burn a 
few acres of brush, but everything being very dry' .at the time the 
fire soon gets out of their control, and the result is the fire 
takes everything before it, I ha,ve seen these fires spread five 
miles square in a few days. 


1885 «“ Plumas County 

Pestraction of the Government Timber, Eespecting forest 
fires, I have to report that they have, during the past summer, 
and up to the present time, been rather nusnerous in this quarter 
of the State, and some of them- quite extensive in area, doing much 
damage, .iround Big Meadows, Indian and American Valleys, and else- 
where in the county, fires have raged at intervals during the summer 
and, thou^ the damage is not very serious in any one locality^, yet 
in the aggregate it is calamitous. Two summers ^o a forest fire 
occurred in the Cherokee Mining District, near Sreenville, that 
consumed a $5»000 quartz mill. Tr/o of the most extensive and des- 
tmictive fires in the timber adjacent to Indian Valley were the 
result of lightning, one of the causes of fire on the timber domain. 
Other causes are, prestunably, the c?.relessness of hunters and stock- 
men and, inferentially, the vrork of some of the sheep men who desire 
•better pasturage on the burnt districts the following' season. 


1888 - Santa Cruz 


Burning Timbef 

’*Large Forest Fires Haging in the Santa Cruz Mountains 

"Sen Jose, October 23f iS5S 

"Mountain fires north of Santa Cruz are doing ciuch 
damage in the woods, and at times are threatening houses, 
Much ti3iiber has been destroyed, and the flames are spread- 
ing so rapidly and covering so much territory that con- 
siderable alarm is felt. The station house at Wrights 
and the bridge of the Southern Pacific Railroad have just 
had a narrow escape," - San Francisco Daily Examiner, 

October 24, 1388. 

Fire Conditions in 1888 


The following data on forest fires in California was taken 
from the Second Biennial Report of the California State Board of 
Forestry for the years 1887-88, It contains some excellent data to 
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use in combatting the liglit hiirning theory end also pretty well 
disposes of the old contention that the Indians were responsible 
for most of these fires,' It sJLso shows that light burning v/as very 
destructive of mature timber, as we have always contended. The 
members of the State Board of Forestry at the time this report was 
prepared were Abbott Kinney, Jolm D, Spreckels, and Walter S, Moore, 
all prominent business men of Oaliforniaj 

The most disastrous fires, from a forest point of view, 
are unquestionably tliose started by the sheepherders who drive their 
flocks into the higher regions of the Sierras to feed during the 
sunmier months. These men, ignorant and shiftless, as a rule, do 
not comprehend the nvignitude of the injury inflicted upon forests 
by fire, and looking upon our vast mountain ranges as "Ko man’s 
land," think that it does not matter in the least how they treat 
them, A great many of these herders, especially those v/ho return 
year after year to the sajne grazing regions, set fire to the under?- 
growth upon leaving in the fa.ll, so as to improve the herbage of the 
follo^ving spring and sumraer, Hemoved as they are from all human 
habitation, they are free to coinmit whatever depreds.tions they please 
without the least fear of detection, for when a forest fire occurs 
in the region which they are occupying with their sheep, although 
the presumptive evidence may be strong as to the origin of the fire, 
still there were no v/itnesses to the deed, and no one can be held 
responsible. If our mountain ranges a,rs to be continually used as 
a free pasturage for sheep and other aiiimls, it would o,ppear that 
the only method that cau be a.dopted to check forest fires is to , 
divi6.e the heavily timbered mountain ranges into districts, each 
of which shall be supervised by a forester, or guard, whose duty 
it sha,ll be to acquaint himself v/ith the loca,tion and the name of 
the owner of each band of sheep, cattle, or horses, that may enter 
his district, and then in case of any herder setting fire to the 
woods, his eiiEiloyer should be held responsible for all damage done. 
Tills plan would, of course, necessitate the control of the forests' 
being in the liands of the State, and until this is accomplished, 
there seems to be but verj^ little hope of preventing fires in our 
mountain forests. 

An idea very prevalent with the m3,jority of the people, 
is' that forest fires only destroy the underbrush and young trees, 
and that the larger and full grown trees are uninjured, or at most 
only scarred. This belief is very erroneous, as I have seen, notably 
in Slia.sta County, trees tv/o hundred feet in height, blazing clear to 
the top, and dozens of them burning at the same time, and anyone' 
traveling through the Sierras cannot fail to notice the large number 
of charred and half burned stunros of large trees, often twenty feet 
high, whose tops have fallen when the trunks were half consumed, and 
were themselves wholly or partially consmaed upon the ground. 
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These larger fires which consrtnie matured trees, confine them- 
selves entirely to the forests of pine and fir, the trees of which 
heing rich in pitch, catch fire very easily and give out an intense 
heat. These fires often assmue such proportions that the E.tmo sphere 
at a distance of fifty miles from the scene of the conflagration will 
assume that ha.zy appearance caused hy dense smoke. In the Sierras, 
the largest and most destructive fires occur almost invariably in 
those regions used for pasture. Pires occur more or less frequently 
near habitations, caused by the carelessness of settlers in clearing 
land and allowing their biush fires to get beyond their control and 
escape into the surrounding forest; but they fom bub a small per- 
centage of the total number. Hunters, and especially Indian hunters, 
are blamed for many fires, but they are probably not guilty of more 
than 20 per cent of the charges made against them, and each year 
sees even this small percentage lessened. The Indians were- und.oub- 
tedly at one time the chief cause of forest fires; setting fire to 
immense bodies of woods in order to clear out the underbrush that 
'they might more easily liunt and capture game; (there is nothing to 
prove this statement, LAB) but they have ceased such practices long 
since, and have become so reduced in numbers, that but small bands, 
or more often but three or foinr, hunt in company, and they practice 
stallcing almost entirely. In those districts in which the Indians 
were accustomed to set fires, the discontinuance of that custom 
has resulted most beneficially to the young forest growths, 

Teazasters freighting over mountain roads are occasionally 
the cause of fires, either by neglecting tb extinguish a carrrp fire 
before leaviiig a camping place, or by setting fire to a windfall 
which has toppled across the road, from which the underbrush 
ignites and starts a forest fire. 

Our conifers suffer most from fires, and especially the two- 
leaved pine, or tamarack pine (Pinus contorta), which, above the fir 
belt, forms the biilk of our alpine forests. The thin bark of this 
tree is so strealced with resin that even the green trees catch fire, 
and during high winds the flames speedily advance, leaping from tree 
to tree, and destroying entire forests. Slow and smouldering fires 
that creep along the ground, feeding on the litter of burs and needles, 
on arriving at the foot of a tree, ignite the resinous bark, and a 
flame of fire shoots up to the top of the tree of sufficient heat to 
kill it, and the bark gradually drops off, and then the branches fall, 
leaving only the trunk. Miles of territory in the upper Sierras may- 
be seen apparently staked out vdth bleached spars. 

While the injuries done our forests by fires are to be de- 
plored, there appears to be no hope of checking them -under the present 
condition of affairs, and -until a general system of protection is 
devised and put into operation, they will be conpelled to suffer. 



Iggg Y/ritlng a'b out the fire situation in Califomia Mward Oollixis . 

Special A^ent of the State Board of Jorestry, said ; 

’’During the suimer aonths extensive forest fires 
prevailed throughout the mountain regions. It is true, 
some of these s-re unavoidable, but the vast majority are 
tile results of negligence and carelessness and their 
originators shotild be promptly prosecuted when discovered. 

The most destructive fires I have ever witnessed were set 
by sheepmen for the purpose of removing chaparral and 

undergrowth It is evidently useless to prosecute 

those i7hora we believe responsible for the fires, unless 
they are directly caught in the act. To watch and detect 
violations of the law would require a large force of 
patrols, a costly and at present inpossible undertaking. 

As these ranges are mostly on unentered and unsurveyed 
Government lands, a cheaper and more effective method of 
procedure would be to secure the passage of an act of 
Congress prohibiting the use of these lands for such 
purposes. It vrould then be a comparatively easy task 
to. remove from those regions this nomadic and irrespoUf- 
sible class of men,” 


lgg9 - T he San Jr'rancisco Examiner of September 5. Igg9 had the 
follovdn.g article about fires ; 

i 

"Jurther complaint of the wholesale destruction of f 
the timbered forests by sheep herders through the state 
are being made every (3.ey, 


”C. 1!, Dabney of Dresno arrived in the city yester- 
day for the purpose of making known the damage done to 
the mountain forests of tiie^t section of the country by 
the herders having the roving bands of sheep in search 

of feed He says the sheepmen come up into the 

mountains to procure feed for their sheep. After 

they have cleaned up the pasture they go down to the 
valley again leaving the forests behind them on fire, 
trees falling and hlodcing up the trails behind them, 

. . . • . On a part of the land of the Emma Nevada Hill site 
I counted over 2000 burned and fallen trees. The 

old trail between the llorthfork mining district and Bishop 
Creek was covered with fire and fallen trees until a few 
days ago when a heavy rain extinguished the blaze. Men 
arriving from North Fork of the Sah Joaquin state that 
from Snow Canyon to the river the whole country had been 
set on fire by the sheep herders The burning of 

these forests oy the herders is the greatest calamity, 
of the state. The North and So^^th Forks of the great 
tributaries of the San Joaquin Hiver in a few years will 
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be dry. The snow has disappeared from the west side of 
the minarets. In previons years these snow banks a 
mile long and 40 feet deep were perpetual. The streams 
from this grea.t v;s,tershed are today lower than they have 
been for 30 years. There seems to be a combination of 

sheepmen, v/ho no taxes, have no homes, defy 

our laws and who say they do not understand English, to 
burn these magnificent forests as they go along. Every 
year they start fires a,s they leave the mountain forests 
for the purpose of clearing them out and preparing fresh 
pasturage for the next year. The weight of the fresh 
snow coming on fells the half burned trees and the sheep- 
men set fire to them as they lie on the ground thus burnr- 
ing the yoiing shoots springing up. The consequence is the 

destruction of the great forest and the drying up of 

the Watershed, 

"If the Board of Forestry have sub agents throughout 
the State to prevent forest fires why don*t they send men 
of intelligence to follow the sheepmen? A suggestion is 
for the people at large in Fresno County to commence suit 
against every sheep owner and liang the herders as they 
3,rrive from the mooiitains in Fresno Flats, lladera and 
Fresno Cit;/. The coning year 1S90 freshets may be ex- 
pected in the San Joaquin, It is said that no agency 
except forests ca,n hold back the rains in the mountain^," 


1890 - Coamissioner>-s Reuort 

In the passage of many wise and conservative measures having 
a single eye to the' importance of this question, the one thing above 
excepted, aiad vdiich seems to have escaped the vigilance of framers 
of laws protective to fish and gaaae, is the danger to both in our 
constantly recurring forest fires. Large game driven out and away 
from the shelter of the timber; smaller species and the young of 
all burned up in countless numbers. 

Close seasons for game fishes are rigorously prescribed, 
and with but few violtxtions ai-e generally observed, yet continuous 
and unabated open seasons a-re fraught with less danger of extermi- 
nation to the finny inhabitants of any stream than the destruction 
by fire of its timber- sheltered watershed; the Tiniformity of the 
flow, the coolness of the waters, and the supply of food are all 
enhanced by the adjacent forest — materially impaired and endan- 
gered by its loss. 
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1890 - Seport of State Boerd of Forestry 


Tia'ber speculators and sheepherders are already mfikiiig havoc 
of these forests, the former cutting the timber recklessly, the latter 
destroying the undergrowth and often kindling fires, by accident or 
design, which cause widespread destruction of the forest floor and 
vegetation of all kinds. The result is an alternation of floods 
ajid droughths in the valleys below, vfith which any proper system of 
irrigation is incompatible, and which if continued will make agri- 
cultural p^^rsuits no longer practicable, and turn tMs nov/ fertile 
region into a desert again. 


Protection from fire . Ciiraatic conditions are peculiarly 
favorable to the origin and spread of fires, and the sparseness of 
settlement in the tiiaber portions of the State makes it impossible, 
in mny cases, to procure enough help to check the progress of fires, 
even when they are discovered in time, Toward the end of the long, 
hot California sunomer, all vegetation is dry, and the debris. on the 
forest floor is like tinder, A spark ca,relessly dropped, or a burn- 
ing wad from a gun, may set fire to the grass, and if a smart breeze 
happens to be blowing the fire spreads with great rapidity and gets 
beyond con.ti*ol in a very fev/ minutes. 

If the State can stop the wanton destruction of forests by 
fire, it vdll do more for the ct?:ase of forestry than it ever has done. 


Yo Semite national Park . Usually there are forest fires in 
all directions in September and October, and the air is so filled 
with smoke that nothing can be seen from the mountain tops. The 
Washbiii-n Brothers, who have kept the hotel at Wawona for years, 
testify that heretofore a pall of smoke has hung over their place 
in tile fall, obscuring the sky, hiding the mountains, and at night 
settling down into the valley and ?nakir]g it difficult to breathe. 

Two years ago they had to fight fire for two Weeks, and it was with, 
difficulty tho,.t all the men who could be collected saved the Mariposa 
grove of Sequoias from a scorching that would have destroyed half 
the trees. The course of that fire can be traced through the forest 
by blackened skeletons of trees, fodlen and standing, and the ab- 
sence of any growth of saplings. In fact, the forests all through 
these mountains bear the ugly scars of fires that have sv;ept through 
them year after year. 

And yet there are some men v,fho deny the sheepherders are 
responsible for the destruction of timber in the Sierra, One old 
resident has invented an original theory to account for forest fires, 
Ke attributes the most of the fires to spontaneous combustion, and 
what is more, he has seen the forests spotaneously combust. He 
<?.vers that he has seen the top of a sugar pine burst, into flames 
in the middle of the day, and he has seen fires start on the top of 
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Cathedral Rocks, where the foot of niFoi never trodi' His theory is 
that globules of pitch concentrate the rays of th©' sun, just as a 
burning glass does, and set fire to fcheiaselves, '-^t there has been 
no spontaneous combustion in the Yosemite Park sijice 1S90, and I 
am inclined to regard the absence of sheepherdersl'and the non- 
occurrence of forest fires as something more tlianlan accidental 
coincidence, ? 

The damage done to the great forests of ^he high Sierra 
cannot be appreciated nor uaiderstooc. until one has traveled through 
them, along the lines followed by the sheep. 

The desolation of the countr;'- is intensified by the absence 
of animal life, but more serious than the destruction of the game is 
the irreparable injury to the forests on the watersheds of the large 
streams that are fed by the snows in the high Sierra, The timber, is 
mainly fir and tamarack, interspersed with blade and yellow pines. 

The pines resist the action of fire to some degree, althoxi^ not so 
well as the Seq.uoias, but the fir tha.t is once scorched at the base 
is doomed, and the thin-barked tamarad: is not more hardy. 

To the casual observer the fir forests seem to be in fairly 
good condition, but a glance at the tops of the trees that might be 
supposed to be sound will tell a story of internal decay. When one's 
attention has been directed to the fact, he will see that the finest 
looking trees are dead at the tops and at the ends of the larger- 
limbs, and that nine tenths of the large trees are in that condition, 

Thomas jignew, a miner, who has lix“ed for many years on the 
headwaters of the San j'oa<iuin, h-as noted with care and intelligent 
interest the effects of fire upon forest trees, and he has noticed 
that a scorched fir b^comos a hollow shell, while apparently sound 
and retaining most of its foliage, and will fall in about ten or 
twelve years. 

The vast number of fallen firs in the forests on the head- 
waters of the San Joaquin corroborates Agnev/'s statement, TUnaerever 
the fires have been frequent the fir forest is ruined. 

Three years ago last October, when Thoma^s Agnew came down 
out of the mountains, he counted ninsty-tv/o fires on the watershed 
of the San Joaquin between his place and Jaclzass Meadows, The sheep 
had gone out just ahead of him. Last year there were no sheep in 
that part of the country, and there was not a single fire, 

1891 - Porest fires . More damage is done to our forests by fire 

than by any other destructive agency, and if some methods 
•of preventing and extinguishing forest fires, more' practical and 
effective than those nov/ available, are not devised, the State will 
have to grapple not only v/ith the problem of forest preservation. 



ijlit the vastly more difficult and e:qoensivehvorlc of refores- 

tation, 

I have not yet at hand the informs-tion upon v/hich to base 
an estiinate of the loss to this Sta.te hy forest |fires during last 
year, hut in the preceding j^'ear, 1390, the estij^ted direct loss 
to California from this soiirce appro:c;i;rn.ted $15000,000, and this 
does not include in any way the indirect loss in damage of the 
watercourses, and conseq,uent].y to the valleys and plains, hy the 
destruction of these forests. 


1900 - G - eorge 3 . Siidworth's repo r t of 1 9 00 on the Stanislaus and 
Lalce i'alioe Forest Seserves "olames most of the forest fires 
in that region on sheeoinen . 

He says; 

"To determine exactly hov,' much damage sheep grazing 
does to reprodri.ction would require extended careful study 
of sheep-grazed forest land entirely free from fire; hut, 
carefully considered, there is a close relationship between 
the origin of many forest fires and sheep grazing. How 
generally sheeplierders aro accountahle elsewhere for fires 
cannot he stated, hut the v.-ri tor's observations in the region 
under consideration show that a lo.rge number of fires are due 
to the pi'esence of sheeplierders. Some of these fires were 
due to carelessness and some wore purposely set. Several 
fires destroyed thoussuids of conifer seedlings and also set 
fire to hundreds of acres of large st-ruiding pines previously 
burned in the trunic and thus continued this peculiar gradual 
destruction of timber which is going on so generally from 
year to yeoT. 

"These fires proceed from neglected camp fires, from 
purposely fired fallen timber, and also from the deliberate 
setting of fires in high chaparral. Hallen timber forms 
troublesome bauriers to driving sheep along regular routes, 
and the herders set fire to these logs, usually as they are 
leaving a 'fed-out' range, in order that the way may be open 
on their return. Ho less than seventeen fires of this kind 
were found on the trail of one band of sheep, covering a 
distance of 10 miles. The other kind of bur^ng referable 
to sheepherders occrurs in. high manzanita and ceanothus 
chaparral. This brush finally grows so high that sheep can 
not feed from it, and in places is often so dense that they 
can not pass through it. These .areas are burned over either 
to produce low sprouts or for the double purpose of feed and 
access. It frequently requires two seasons* burning to clear 
away inanzanita brush — the first to kill the brush and the 
second to consume the dead, horny stems. .Prequent fires of. 
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this kind destroy all youiig tree growth within the area 
burned, for, wiicn once started, even the green manzanita 
burns very fiercely." (pp, 555 - 556 ) ' 

Other causes of fires given are: 

"Hilling opje rations are productive of fires through 
carelessness. Jams of tops are frequently set on fire by 
loggers to open blockaded roads or ways. These fires 
usually escape 3 ,nd do dair^’e elsewhere. The use of im-. 
perfect spark arresters on donlcey logging engines is also 
a source of many fires, A serious fire from this cause 
Yira^s v/itnessed in tijiibcr near the headwaters of Love Creek, 
where a considera.ble quantity of 'standing and cut saw 
timber wa.s destroyed through the burning of immense 
quantities of iva^ste tops. Fires occasionally originate 
from the small clearing operations of settlers in timbered 
districts. Two fires of this kind escaped from smouldering 
log heaps and spread tbrotigh 3 . wide strip of timber, 

"There are probably compars.tively few fires caused by 
campers and himters. This is due to the fact that of neces- 
sity such camping is confined largely to the vicinity of 
road stations anti ranches v/here only, for the most part, it 
is loossible to p;et horse feed. To a great extent this pre- 
vents the promiscao'iis use of fire by these people at points 
unguarded by settlers." (pp, 559 - 560 ) 

1902 - The following is 'bel-en fro m o- re port on Forest Conditions in 
the Horthei-n Sierra hevada, California., by John B, Leiberg, 

U, S, Geological Sru-vey. 1902, 

The region covered by this exemiiation consists of a tract 
of country situated in the north- central portion of California, 
between latitudes 39° ^0° north and longitude 120 & 121® 30 ' 

west, hence covering a section of th:e main range of the Sierra 
Nevada, together with its western and eastern slopes. The region 
is represented on the Sidw^ell Bar, Downieville, Sierraville, Truckee, 
Colfax, and Smartsville sheets of the topographic of the United 
States, 


The most potent fantor in shaping the forest of the region 
has been, and still is, fire, Fires ravaged the forest long be- 
fore the American, occupation of California, When the miners came, • 
fires followed them, Contemporoneo-as with the advent of the miners, 
or soon after, came the flock rmsters v.dth 'their sheep. The belief 
is generally held that the sheep herders fired the country in - all 
directions and liave been responsible for most of the fires of recent 
years. However that c'iay be, e.11 the fires observed during the last 
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s^^!■artler closely folloived the sheep ceurps. The only older trams 
which pive any clae to their c.ge e,re those which stretch in a 
line from northvrest to southeast tliro'ogh the central district of 
the region. They ere inarhed hi'' the occrarrence of large tracts 
covered with chaparral. Host of these areas are sitnaated contiguous 
to placer car.ns, v/oiiced from the earliest times, and might he re- 
garded as haviiTg heen burned over hy fires spreading from such camps 
In some instances this most likely happened, hut a large proportion 
of the chaparral tracts was denuded of forest so long ago that 
nearly all the stunps hove decayed. Hence the fires which overran 
them prohahly date hack to the early part of the last century. The 
fire-marked areas of the region comprise 2,75^,770 acres, which 
leaves only 192,350 a.cres of tracts nov.' or formerly wooded that 
have not heen visited hy fii'e at lea.st once during the past one 
hijiidrsd years. In this estinvate are included all tracts which 
shovj clearly the presence of fire some time daring the life- of 
the present forest. It is estimated that the areas hadly burned - 
timt is, those on v.hich 50 1-er cent or more has heen destipyed - 
comprise 715* ^-^0 acres, end of this emount there are 213,730 acres, 
in tracts larger then SO acres, on which the destruction lias heen 
total. Tile region in which the forest has heen most severely 
humed forms a fairly well-defined helt ranging from Ip to 20 
miles in v/idth and stretching diagonally across the entire region 
from nortlrwest to southeast. It enters the region near Ta.hle 
fountain in the basin of L'orth Fork of Feather River and extends 
.across the canyon of tliat stream to the hi^ country of the Spanish 
Peak rtuige. ?ro?!i .liere it takes a southerly course through the 


central portions of the 'basin of kiddle Fork of Feather River and 
the upper portions of the basin of South Fork of Feather River and 
enters the basin of ITorth Fork of Y'u.ha. Here it swings slightly 
more to the east and passes through, the central portions of Middle 
Fork of Tuba, South Fo.rk of Yulia, head of Bear River, and central 
portions of iiorth Fork of ihaerican River basins, where it again 
shifts further to the east and enters Middle Fork of American 
River Basin east of ‘'/estville, continuing southward across the 
IhJ.hicon River and I'cyond our are.a. All along the line of this 
fire helt smadler lines extend in all directions, hut chiefly 
eastv/ard. The dariif-ige done on these tracts fully equals, if not 
surpasses, the loss of timber on all the other areas put together. 
The results of forest fires in this region are fourfold. There 
is, first, the destruction of the timber hy burning or root 
killing, Yihich evenrynvhere is the prima.ry consequence of timber 
fires; second, there is suppression of 3''oung growth, third, a - 
notable increase in the density and extant of the undergrowth, 
p.Td fourth, the removal of the less fire-resisting trees and the 
survival of the species best fitted to withstand fixe. The land . 
does not carry more than 35 cent of the quantity of timber it 
is capable of supporting. The destruction of young growth by fire 
during the last half century imast liave been enormous. There is 
asple space almost everywhere in the old and second growth stands, 
those from 100 to 350 years old, for twice the present volume of ■ 
timber, and it would have been there but for fires. 



iln increase in density end e:;tent of 'brusli groT;th below 
the 7 » 300-foot level is here eci unfailing consequence of fires. 

In the yellov/-ping tjqie of forest and in the woodland it grov/s to 
larger proportions, and here end tjiere, where the timber has been 
totally destroyed, it forms patches of pure growth. Almost the 
entire basin of Iiorth Fork of Feo-ther Siver, both wooded and 
forested, exhibits plain evidence of having been overran by fires, 
chiefly within conroaratively recent times. It is estimated that 
out of a total of 422, goO acres, woodla.nd and forest, only 42,620 
acres a,re v/holly free from the marks of fire. The tracts that have 
escaped are such a,s, by reason of roclojr or exceptionally wet environ- 
ments, i/zere surrounded by natural fii'e breaks, ’.’Ehe severest and 
most extensive fires west of the river have burned in the region 
0 , round Table fountain, v/hile ca.st of the stream the area situated 
on and in proximity to Bucks Mountain has suffered in a high de- 
gree, The burned region west of the river corresponds exactly to 
the extent of the auriferous 8,rea-s where mining has been carried 
on since 1S50, The trouts are severely burned east of the river 
are not situated in a very rich minera,! region, but connect directly 
with burned tracts adjoining the placer grounds east of Spanish Peak, 
On its face tiie evidence v/oiild seem to warrant the conclusion that 
the fires which ha-ve ravaged the basin most extensively followed 
in the steps of minera end prospectors of the early days, The 
correctness of this conclusion is fiurther strengthened by the fact 
that the big burns throughout the countr;'' examined lie contiguous 
or very close to irruch of the ricliest r.iineral ground. Souith of the 
area in the ITorth Pork Basin mentioned a.bove, fires have left their 
marlcs almost everywhere, but the destruction ha.s not been great, ' 
Toroba.bly not over 5 pei' cent of the total volume of merchantable 
timber Iioving been burned. Host of the very destructive fires 
occurred mm;r years ago. Those of la.ter years have not done much 
damage. Small fires burn every season in many portions of the 
ba.sin,' but are not permitted to spread very fair. The most exten- 
sive fire within recent years in the yellow pine areas biimed in 
the northern portion of French Creek Basin, killing much oalc, but 
not many conifers. It is said that c^^ttlemen set this fire in 
1337 or 1S9S.. 


In the entire ba.sin of Middle Fork of Feather Paver, 
( 526,450 A.) there -are less than 20,000 a.cres which show no merles 
of having been swept bj^ fire. Of the fire-marked areas, l63,100 
cures are classed as badly Imrned, The tracts not fire marked 
consist of wet, grassy glabus, or of roclcy slopes, wiiich fires 
coTild not readily run; in some pl.aces, of old placer diggings. 

The sane auiount of damage hau been done here as in the basin of 
Forth Fork of Feather River, The tracts that have suffered most 
are situated in the region around Dogwood Peak, in Onion Valley, 


on the northern slopes of Pilot Perk, and all through the upper 
portion of the '.-Telson Greek Ba.sin. fill of the region here mentioned 
abounds in v?ide stretches, slopes, and summits evenly covered with 



the 'bi’ash growth the.t comes after fire, and. v?ith. very few trees 
remaining to ‘breo/c the monotony'' of. the charoarral-. In the lower 
r.)ortions of iloiierfc 7s.lley, northeast of Surelca. P'eslc, end in the 
upper areas north of Haskell Peak, are extensive hums, -hey 
are situa.ted on the hrack'bone o.nd slopes of points of spurs, the 
forest in the cpaiyons on either side having escaped destmiction. 

East of '.:oh.awk V<?.lley the timher on all the peaks and higher 
riilges ha.s been 'badly 'birrned, '.hie suimriit of Penman Pealc and the 
high ridges connecting it v/ith lioxint Jackson and Grizzly Peak 
have been nearly stripped of forest, ?.nd cs-rry enormously dense 
'biiish growth in its stead, Alonx; t'ne higher slopes of the Grizzly 
Oreo--: drainage ‘basin are found t'hin st.ands of forest set in heavy 
brush, 'but in. general the daj;ir-ge here has not 'been very extensive, 
pwiiig to the prev.-'lence of yellov; pine as the leading species of 
trees in the forest. It is i;jipossi'ble to estimate acci.irately the 
q.uaiitity of timber cor-crned 'by fire in the central area of the 
Middle Pork Basin, hut it can he stated that this region does not 
now carry over 35 stand of timber it is capable of 

carrying, -and tlii->,t the deficiency is vdiolly due to forest fires, a 
great majority of which have occurred since IS50, In the eastern 
portion of the ba.sin the forest is cvaite as imifoimly fire-marked 
as in the centiuQ. or v/estem portions, but owing to the fire— resist- 


cuaiity of tho yellow ni: 


v/hich hove 30 extensively 
connidor; tion are in most 
have been cav.std by li- :ht;, 
starting of forest f.n'e3 ; 
a convenient scr^pegoat 
or njvliciously incl 
presence most .A' th 


vdiich here constitutes the lai'gest 
!.ge lias not been great. The fires 


dv:c to 


lorost in the region under 
x-oon agencs'-. Possibly some 


bring, biA lightning as an agency in the , 
is probably here, as elsewhere in the West, 
Gon vdiich to tlirov? the sins of the careless 
ined hunter, prospector, or sheepman, to whose 
£ fires c.",:: be ascribed. All of the fires tliat 


cci;e under mj’’ personal o'i.ujorvation iri the central and eastern areas 
during the ti;ie that this exoiiination was in progress had been set 
by sheepmen, The .rires .''Ion;, the ruin divide of the Sierra, north 
of Beciewith Poes, found burning in July, followed exactly the move- 
ments and progress of the sheexi c;'].ips, bhie some condition existed 
on the suimidts end sloxies of Grizsly b'nunt.air.s. Around Proniclin 
Hill large tr.o.cts of clroiarrol end adjoining forest were burned 
duririg the s’um.jer rnd fall, end. the '’mirn? vvcre invariably in prox- 
imity to sheep comps. In former yeexs lu'ospectors end miners 
doubtless were responsible for ixuiX'' 
years sheepmen are the leading agent r 


the fires, but in late 


i s fire 
burned; 
classed 
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the area in the South Pork of Peather Bxver Bo.sin 
and on nearly 20 per cent ti.ie forest is badly 
over 50 per (ieoit of the timber on the tra,cts 


as baddy burned has been destroyed 


hone of tho regioii 
BO extensively scorched 'by 
Kiver, Some of the basins. 


included in -this eresmnation has been 
fire as th-.e basin of North Pork 01 Yuba 
as, for exoiiiple, that of Middle Pork of 



leather Hiver, shov? a relatively larger percentage of fire-narlced 
forest, "but none so lai'ge a proportion of badly ’burned. The 
forested areas end. those covered v/ith ch3.parral comprise 295,^50 
o.cres, of which 264,750 acres show distinct ioarlcs of having been 
visited by roore or less severe fires within the life of the present 
forest, Tlie area, on v/hich the forest has been badly burned - des- 
troyed to the c:':tent of 50 per cent ond upward - comprises 131,500 
acres, or very nea.rly 50 per cent of the fire-marked tracts, last 
of CJnnyon Oreek, beginning the Shasta-fir forest, come the 

great burns of the basin, 'L'liroughout all of the central and upper 
areas of Slate and Gaj.i;ron Creek, CJoodyears Creek, and eastwa-rd to 


droAirn south from Gharoh fiea-dows 


the jinictlon of South 


Fork of horth Fork of Yuba hiver and Hilton Greek, the entire 
region is dotted v.'ith great tracts of burned forest. These burns 
are a direct continuo.tion of the burned a.re.a.s in the basins of the 
ITortii and Lliddle Forlcs of Peat'ner hiver, and follow closely the 
course of the high granite uplift cutting through the region from 
northwest to southeast. On man;^ large arean the forest has been 
entirely wiped out, in others only partially busmed, 'I7here the 
destniction has been coiiiplete it is imipossible to stale with any 
degree of a,cc;:Lracy the rmount of forest destroyed, but the assump- 
tion that the heaviest forest grew on the tracts where the fiercest 
fires rB.£ed ha.s, at least, a fair degree of reason for its accep- 
tance. If sncli has hem the cane tiien fire ha,s wiped out, since 
the Ai;ierioan occupalion of California, a.t least 90 per cent of 
tile tiinber et that time standing in these districts. Several <■ 
ch-apa.rral hillBidec nc8.r Lesiiv^^ton. vrere burned over during the •' 
past suiiaiier, th.e fires presumably spreading south from tracts 
fired by sheepmen on the ridges between Hiddle and South Fork of 
Fe.ather Siver Canyons, 


The iiiddlc Fork of Yuba '.’aEin is fire marked throughout 
nearly all of its forest-covered tracts, as well as in the wood- 
la,nd sections. The only disti’icts which have esc^ed are rocky 
slopes, v.’et glades, and the S'linll areas near Pinoli and Findley 
Peaks cfinying the remarkably hea.vy stands of ]pure grov/th Shasta 
fir, alluded to in t’le description of the grades of timber. The 
fires have not 'been nearly so destructive o.s in the adjoining 
liorth For’c of Yuba c.raina.ge, the great burns of this and of the 
Fsa.ther Paver ’ijc.sir.s ha.ving decreased in intensity and destruc- 
tive force along the north banlc of the Lliddle Fork of Yuba Canyon, 
Around Forest Hill, Mo'untain House, Alleghany, and generally 
throughout that neighborliood, the destn,.iction varies from SO to 


100 per cent. The hillsides hs.ve been swept bare over large tracts, 
and are now covered with chaparral. South of the Ivliddle Fork Canyon 
the region of the yellow-pine forest is fire marked and damaged very 
nruch as in the corresponding areas north of the river, to a point 
just beyond Bloomfield, From here on, ea.stward t6 Shands, the 
timber is composed la.rgsly of white fii', probably to the extent of 
dO per cent, end long sv.'aths have been burned in all directions 
through these stands of low fire-resisting ca.pacity. Most of the 



fires v-iaich have ‘burried here are of recent origin, while those north 
of the river date back to the early inining days^' The origin of the 
older fires is involved in niore or less doubt, 'Probably prospectors 
and irdners are responsible for many; not unlilcely sheepmen burned 
the forest in the early days of their occupancy, just as they now 
do, only on a larger scale. Fires observed lc.st summer eating into 
the very heavy stands of Shasta fir in the region of Pinoli and 
Findley Peales had, in every instance, a sheep can^) for their center. 


Most of the forested as well c,s the woodland areas in the 
ba,sin of the South Fori: of Tuba -liver au'e marked by fire and a 
large acreage is badly burned. 


In some places fires swept the forest soon after it was 
logged, here and. there consiuiing the young growth and creating small 
chaparral-covered areas. Hear Maybert large tracts of burned forest 
begin to make their appearance, Tnei’' coincide closely with the 
western lindts of the Shasta-fir forest in the basin and stand in 
direct connection with the big burns of Middle and North Pork of 
Yuba, lliver disti’icts. The timber in this section of the basin'has 
been very badly daraaged, at least 65 per cent having been consumed, 
The roclcy areas west of Sitnvrdt Cit3/’ shov/ bums in nearly every one of 
the larger bloclcs of tiifoer. As they usually stand isolated, fires 
must have been set in each separa.te block. From Summit City east to 
the main divide, including all the areas south of the river in the 
eastern portion c;i? th.e basin, fires have lun through nearly all of 
t'T.c forest. Small tracts in the 'wet canyons have escaped, but the 
total area of such pl-aces does not rmoijnt to more than 2,000 or 
3,000 acres. The loss of timber by fires amounts at least to 20 
per cent for the entire basin, v/liiie in the eastera portion alone 
65 pen cent has been destroyed. 


Fires have been q^i.iite fi.s widespread in the North Fork of . 
ibnericaui Hiver drainage r-.s in the Tub" or Feather River basins, but 
the dpinage has not been so great. The percentage of badly burned 
tracts, however, is rather larger, proportionally, while those upon 
which the destruction of the timber has been total are less. From 
the western limits of the forested regions to Emigrant Gap the 
traces of fire are more obvious. Partly" or wholly dead timber 
seared bj' fires and the bmsh growths following in their wake 


ridge. The region has been 
^ be --pprozimated; probably 20 


enist in ev-ery c 9 niron t-nd on everjr 
logged and the deaage done can onl^ 
per cent is under ro.ther than ox'er. The region showing the most 
extensive devastations "o'j fire begins oii the western slopes lead- 
ing up to Monumental Mill and contimes to the head of the basin. 
Ever;/ slope and Cran^'on radi.ating from the group of ridges of which 
that point forms the culminatiou, has been visited by fire. At 
the lower elevations, where the j'ellov'-pine tj'pe is the prevailing 
forest, the daimge }ias been largely confined to the red and white 
firs, amounting to 15 or 20 per cent. At the higher altitudes, 
where the S'jiasts, fir const! tilted the chief tree in the stands, the 



damage is fully 80 per cent, except in a few small tracts east of 
the sunanit of Monumental Hill, which, from some cause, the fires 
did not reach. East of Monumental Hill the forest is hurned to 
the extent of 75 Pei" cent on all the ridges at the head of Granite 
Canyon, Big Valley, and in general eversrwhere in the watershed as 
far east as Onion Creek. She fires have raged alike in the Shastar- 
fir and yellow pine forest, here burning long lanes clear of timber, 
there destroying large blocks of forest, leaving behind isolated 
trees or small groups fire scarred or half consumed, and covering, 
as a sequel, ridge and slope with matted brush growths. At the 
head, of the canyon the fires burned out the timber in spots here 
and there, and doubtless are responsible for the grassy tracts 
and thin, scattered stend.s of forest which characterize the slopes 
of the main range. South of the river at the head of the basin 
the fires have burned out patches of timber in the midst of heavy 
stand-s, thinning the forest in other localities, the damage amount- 
ing to 35 cent. Thence westward there is a line of heavy bums 
following the main canyon. The fires ate their way through what 
originally has been a heavily forested tract along the upper slopes 
of the canyon, cort^jletely burning up vdde blocks of timber and 
greatly thinning what they did not wholly destroy; the damage has 
been about 30 per cent, Hearly the entire extent of forest and 
woodland area in the basins of Middle Pork of American and Ihibicon 
Elvers is fire maxked and s. large percentage is badly burned. The 
probability is that no portion of the basins has been wholly exempt 
from, fire d.uring the past fifty or sixty years. In the a.rea west 
of the main range at the head of the northern tributaries of Rubicon 
River, the Shasta-fir forest shows broad streaks of burned timber on 
all sides. The ridges bounding Powderhorn Creek on the east, the 
spurs radiating from Mount llilcjred, and the tracts between Grayhorse 
Valley and Big Meadow have been burned over several times within the 
past thirty or forty years. Fully 6o per cent of the forest has 
been destroyed and in its place ridge and canyon bottom have become 
covered with thiclc grov/ths of underbrush. The fires have burned 
their way southward into Rubicon Canyon, stripping the southern 
slopes of broad blocks of forest, burning long lanes nea.rly clear 
of timber, and thinning the remaining stands. As elsewhere, brush 
has followed as a sequel to the destruction of the timber. At the 
highest elevations along the main range, stretches of ground formerly 
forested have become covered with grass, but such tracts are insig- 
nificant compared with the large areac which are brush- covered. In 
all portions of the Long Canyon drainage there are big stretches of 
badly burned forest. Between Big Meadow and French Meadows 60 to 
JO per cent of the timber has been destroyed, and the underbrush 
has, in consequence, become so dense that no living thing larger 
than a mouse can make its way through it. In the valley of Long 
Canyon 20 to 30 Psr cent of the timber has been destroyed. The 
former heavy stands of large incense cedar and sugar pine around 
Big Meadow are now chiefly remarkable for the great number of 
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hollow trees which they contain - the work of successive fires, 

Down the Long Valley Canyon from Big Meadow, 20 to 40 per cent 
of the red fir has been destroyed, and fully as mch of the white 
fir, while both sugar and yellow pine have suffered severely, 
Everyivhere the undergrowth, where the timber has not been wholly 
destroyed, has more than quadrupled in density, while on some of 
the southern slopes, like the ridges between Long Canyon and Bibicon 
Biver, soil aridity has follov/ed to such an extent that the chap rral 
is scarcely able to obtain a foothold. All the areas around French 
Meadows tell the same tale and show the same picture, of scattered 
broken stands of timber set in dense undergrowth, or separated by 
lanes of chaparral. All the way down the main canyon of the Middle 
Fork of American Hiver there is a succession of these fire ^ades, 
alternating with heavy stands which serve to indicate the former 
density of the forest. All the slopes of Duncan Canyon from its 
head down show the same marks of fire - dead timber, dense under*- 
growth, stretches of chaparral, thin lines of trees or small groups 
rising out of the brush, and heavy blocks of forest surrounded by 
chaparral, ITorth of Duncan Peak and connecting with the bums on 
the northern slopes of North Fork of American Biver Canyon the ■ 
forest has been burned out in narrow lanes and patches. In some 
places brush has replaced the timber, in other localities the 
ground has been too rocky, soil aridity has set in, and low shrubs 
or coarse weeds thinly cover the ground. 


I 

igpll- „ giie boundar y reuort by H, H, Porter, Jr, on the area between 
the San Jacinto Reserve and the Mexican Boundary states ; 

"The whole area is covered with chaparral and subject 
to overgrazing and fires, The signs of fire having gone 
thru the brush are constantly evident, and smoke can 
usually be seen. Cattle, sheep and goat grazing is carried 
on to the limit of the range and more. The men riding the 
range freely acknowledge that burning for the purpose of 
improving the range has been carried to such an extent as 
to have very decidedly injured it, 

"The Southern California Mountain Water Conpany graze 
and burn their watershed in order to permit the water to 
run into the Otay dam." 

Incidentally, due to cultivation, overgrazing and fire, the 
reservoirs in San Diego County are rapidly filling with silt. 


1904 - following extract from a Plumas Boundary Report of 1904 
is an excellent description of the fire situation 30 years 
and more ago . 

From the beginning of the dry summer season, in June, till' 
its close in October, the smoke of forest fires is always to be seen, 
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The common type, and in fact almost th| only type, of fire 
in the forest is a light surface bum that at 'first sight seems to 
do little damage. On closer examination it becomes apparent that 
almost all localities in the entire region ha'^e been repeatedly 
burned over by these mild fires. It is because of this frequent 
consumption of forest debris that large accuinij|Lations, sufficient 
to furnish food for fierce fires, are seldom met •vfith. 

The people of the region regard forest- fires with careless 
indifference. Timber has been, until \'7ithin a few years, of little 
value. Everyone has plenty for his own needs,/ To the casual ob- 
server, and even to shrewd men, who do not realize that the pros- 
perity of a country may depend upon its capacity to grow timber, the 
fires seem to do little damage, Tlie Indians were accustomed to' burn- 
ing the forest over long before the white men came, the object being 
to improve the hunting by Iceeping down the undergrowth, which would 
otherwise shelter the game. The white man has come to think that 
fire is a part of the forest, and a beneficial part at that. All 
classes share in this view, and all set fires^ sheepmen and cattle- 
men on the open range, miners, lumbermen, ranchmen, sportsmen, end 
cauroers. Only when other property is likely to be endangered does 
the resident of or the visitor to the mountains become careful about 
fires, and seldom even then. When fires are deliberately set, it is 
usually to clear away chaparral or thickets of young trees, so that 
sheep or cattle may range more freely. 

The light surface fire in its repeated visits to the fofpst, 
has produced the following results: 

Destroyed a large part of the reproduction on which the 
future of the forest depends. 

Damaged a ma.jority of the raa.ture timber trees, (This 
injury is most apparent in defective butts, but is most serious 
in its effects on the normal stand.) 

Persistent desti-uction of young growth, and more gradual, 
but equally sure, thimiing of the raa-ture stand has produced an 
open forest of low limbed trees. 

Another injury is the extension of chaparral in the forest,. 

Above eleV3,tions of 4000 feet brush patches begin to become 
noticeable to the forester. At fii’st they are little, insignificant 
bunches in openings in the forest. The species most noticeable are 
Arctostaphylos patula and a thorny ceanothus, scientific name unknown. 
As the elevations increase, the brush patches become denser, more 
extensive, and more frequent. The thorny ceanothus is displaced by 
Ceanothus velutinu s and Cast anop sis semoervirens. The abrupt tran- 
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.sition from forest to chaparral is often reiaarklhle. At other times 
the change is so gradual that all the steps are;Jplainly shown, Fire 
is the agent which firmly fixes this worse than" worthless mass of 
brush upon good forest soil. 

One or more of the species which form the chaparral are 
present in all parts of the forest except wherefperfect crown cover 
has been maintained for many years, and this ideal forest condition 
is seldom found, The chaparral species being ever-present, prouptly 
take advantage of the hind-rance which the fire interposes to the 
reproduction of the tree species, The critical point of difference 
between the brush and the young trees is that the trees are totally 
killed by fires, which merely deaden the tops of the chaparral so 
that it sprouts again, Sach succeeding fire burns the humus from 
the soil, and renders it more unfit for the production of coniferous 
seedlings. Gradually the mature trees, which have been brumed more 
deeply at the butt by each succeeding fire, fall and are consumed. 

The chaparral seeds freely, and the seeds are well adapted 
to withstand the intense heat and consequent dryness of the Cali- 
fornia summer. The coniferous tree seeds and seedlings of the 
timber species require moderate shade and more soil moisture, 

Each fire fastens the chaparral more irremoveably in its 
pla.ce. Even the very exceptional fire, which kills out some of the 
roots, only makes the soil more shadeless and sterile and the chance 
of establishing tree species more hopeless. 


What the Surveyors said, about Brush 

"The following item by Hanger Box in the Lassen 
Eruption is so pertinent that I call it to the attention 
of all field men in the District, The next time some 
'old timer' tells you about the 'open woods' in his boy- 
hood days, get out your field notes and check: up on him. 
You will find that as a rule his story will not hold 
water, 

"We field men are often placed on the defensive in 
arguments over our policy of fii'e protection, and one of 
the favorite broadsides hurled, at us is that 'when I was 
a boy 4o years ago one could ride anywhere through these 
woods and see a deer or a cow half a mile through the 
open timber and there was no brush or little pines like 
we have now as we kept it burned off clean, etc,, etc,* 

I have found that we con make some of these iold birds sit 
up and take notice and admit that their argument will not 
hold water in all cases, if a few notes copied from the 
field notes of the original survey where the old surveyor 



in iSyS or ISSl noted ‘heavy undergrowth of pine, 
cedar, fir, chapparal, etc. are produced,*" 


G-un Wadding Paused Man.7 Sarly Fires 

Do you old timers of the niuzale~loadeiS-shot~gun period 
rememher when you were a hoy you ^Tould snealc out the old shot gun 
and go hiniting? You had used your few dijaes and nickels - there 
were no pennies then - to huy powder and shot, hut wadding - you 
could not spend good money for it - consisted of p^er or rags. 

Do you rememher that sojne times you could see the wadding burning 
after it had left the mzzle of the gun, provided the gun did not 
kick too hard? Do you ever wonder nov/ how many fires were caused 
in those days hy "v/adding from sportsmen’s guns"? We probably will 
never Icnow, but an item here and there in old newspapers and 
occasional mention of such occurrences in the reports and diaries 
of early friends of the forest show that the shot gun wad was one 
of the main causes of early forest fires. One newspaper, dated 
October 30* I869, says: "A fire started by the discharge of a 
shot gun travelled 4o miles most of the way through heavy timber, 
consuming, of course, all fences and even houses and sawmills in 
its path," Another article dated as late as 1 S 97 indicates that 
the "wadding from some sportsman's gun" was still a very busy des- 
tructive agent. The toll of wadding of the muzzle-loaders during 
the long period of their use in OeAifornia must have been enormous^ 
And tile Indians had none of these "fire setters" before the days of' 
the white man. 


"White Man Burned the Timber " 

"During the' summer of I907, while camped at Groves 
Prairie, sn old Indian - 'Friday* of Willow Creek - came 
there for his annual hunt, I’riday was a New Eiver Indian 
and was a friend of the 'V/hites' during the Indian wars 
on the Trinity River, He spoke good English and, was not 
afraid to talk, 

"The Groves Prairie country had been the scene of 
many disastrous fires, and there hundreds of acres of 
fire-killed timber still stand, 

"Friday sat around the csxap and told me about his 
early life— how his father used to hunt elk, dress in 
elk skins and shoot with bow ajid arrows; how they used 
to carry fire while traveling, and sometimes had to stop 
during the day and bum coals to carry farthef, I finally 
asked him about some of the burned areas and intimated 
that the Indians must have done considerable burning. 

At this he rose up, looked straight at me and said, 'Injun 
never burn trees and kill timber - white mar* bum 'em,* ~ 

Trinitarian," 


Infonnation oT)tairied from the Chief of the Mewulc Tribe 

The Mewtflc Tribe were careful with fire and were 
careful not to let it escape; : They, w^ however, hum the "brush 
and lindergrowth aiong the routes they traveled to prevent "bear from 
hidii^. alo^ such routes and to prevent enemies from ambushing them. 
They ^bu3Ld Mso^ pines to make acorns 

and nuts easier to gather. They ^d not set fires to repel enemies. 
Practically all the fires set were for the purposes mentioned a"bove, 
"but they were set when they would not spread and get beyond control 
and they were not set broadcast as it is sometimes said they were 
set by Indiana before the whites came. To prevent the spread of 
fires practically all fires were set early in the spring or in the 
fall after the first rains. All areas "burned were limited to their 
OTO territory and this territory was in the immediate vicinity of 
the villages occupied by the Indian, All "burning was limited to 
ceftMn Indians who were looked up to as leaders or who understood 
how it should be handled. The Mewuk did not understand the use of 
torses "but all fires were set by using the drill. 


The.' Record of Indivi&aal Jires in California 
lroml791 to 1905 

(■Where possilDle to do so the Conrity in which 
the fire occurred, and the year the fire oc- 
cnrrea^.are shown. Since many files of the 
San Francisco papers were missing from the 
libraries (pro'ba'bly due to the earthquake and 
fire) the record for some years is limited,) 


Early Day Fires 


24*5 to 1797 - Fresno 

From the scars on a Sequoia cut in the Kings Eiver Srove by 
the Sanger Lumber Go, it was found that severe forest fires burned 
during the years 245» l44l, 15S0, 1797* total age of the tree, 
was 2171 years. The oldest tree measured there was 2425 years old. 
Measured by Prof, E, Dudley of Stanford University, 


Eldorado 


1767 - From fire scars on a Jeffery pine cat south of L^e 
Tahoe it was determined that a severe fire burned there in 

ns6 - From fire scars on a Jeffery pine cut south of lake 
Tahoe it was found that a severe fire burned there in 1786, 

1837 - From fire scars on a Jeffery pine cat south, of lake' 
Tahoe it was found that a severe fire burned there in 1837* 


1793 - Lower California 

Forest Fire in Southern California Described by Famous 
Navigator; 

Vancouver in his “Voyage of Discovery to the Pacific Ocean 
and Hound the World” London, 1792, describes a spectacular fire that 
occurred December 10-11, 1793* 021 the coast of California just below 
the present Mexican border. 

To quote Vancouver: “Daring the forenoon immense columns 
of smoke were seen to arise from the shore in different parts which 
towards noon obscnred the shores. These clouds of smoke containing 
ashes and dust soon enveloped the whole coast. The easterly wind 
prevailing brought with it from the shore vast volumes of this 
noxious matter, not only ve;y uncomfortable to our feelings, but 


aiiYerse to our pursuit, as it entirely Md from our view every 
oTjject at the distance of a hundred feet. Two opinions had arisen 
as to the cause of the-.: very disagreeahle clouds of smoke, ashes 
and dust. Volcanic eruption was naturally the first conjecture, 
hut after spn^ little time the opinion changed to the fire being 
superficial in different parts of the country, 

"ITei^t day large columns of smoke were still seen rising 
from the V^lies behind the hills. To the south of us the shore 
exhibited manifest proofs of its fatal effects, for burnt tufts 
of grass, 'Weeds and shrubs, being the only vegetable productions, 
V7ere distinguished over the whole face of the country, as far as 
with assistance of our glasses, we were enabled to discern, 

"Under these circumstances it cannot be a matter of sur- 
prise that the country should present a desolate and melancholy 
appearance," 

The most striking fact seems to be the late date of the 

fire. 


1823 ~ Santa Barbara 

Was this one. of those beneficial Indian fires? 

In his book, "Two Years Before the Mast," Elchard Henry 
Dana relates his adventures on a voyage from Boston to Oalifomia, 
during the yeaxs 183^36. Spealcing of the city of Santa Barbara 
he says; * 


"—The town is finely situated, with a bay in 
front and an ampi theatre of hills behind. The only 
thing which diminished its beauty is that the hills 
have no large trees upon them, they having been all 
burnt by a great fire which swept them off about a 
dozen years ago, and they had not grown again. The 
fire was described to me by an inhabitant, as having 
been a veiy terrible and magnificent sight. The air 
of the whole valley was so heated that the people 
were obliged to leave town and take up their quarters 
for several days oh the beach," 

Dana was in this locality in 1835, which places the time 
of the fire about the year 1823, 
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Plres Since the Gold Seekers Came 

. 1848 - Shasta 

■ And these weren't Indian fires. 

Prom “Six months in the Gold Hinds", 1847-8-9, hy B, Gonld 
Boffum, Lt,. 1st Eegt, U, Y, Volimteers, Pablished 1850, hy Lea & 
Blanchard, Philadelphia: 

P, 31* "^0 continued oxir progress up the river (Sacramento) 

occasionally stopping and amusing ourselves hy firing the 
woods on either side, and watching the hroaMi flames as they 
spread and cracfcled through the underbrush," October, 1S42 


1852 - San Joaquin 

Pi re menace - a bogey of early days, 

"Dread of the blii^ting touch of the fire fiend in 
the tiny village of Stockton in the early *50s was constant. 
Pi res sweeping the ranches along the Calaveras River in 
the early winter of 1852, while a brisk norther raged, 
stuck terror to the very souls of Stockton citizens. It 
made an awe-inspiring spectacle tha.t attracted by its 
very menace, 

; 

"While one of the most violent windstorms the early 
settlers had eapjerienced since the winter of 1849 swept 
over the land, flames swirled over the landscape east of 
the city in a great arc that cut the horizon from north 
to south, , 

"Started on the ranch of D, W, Perley, the blaze '■ 
gained in momentum as it was impelled by the violent wind, 

. It was thought that the fire had been started at the whim 
of an incendiary and all efforts to save the attractive 
ranch house near the Calaveras River were of no avail, 

^Phe bam and a 200- ton hay crop, valued at that date at 
$6,000, were a total loss, 

"The fire spread to the Barnett ranch, where 100 
tons of hay were consumed; the Wells ranch, where another 
100 tons of hay were destroyed, and the Old ranch, which 
suffered the loss of a house and entire stock of hay. 

Hay quoted at $30 a ton was worth money in those days 
when horses and mules worked hard and demanded real food 
and care. 


''The; wtod whined and shrieked and recalled disasters 
dt sea to ; j^se ; h^ voyaged about the teraperamental 

Gape Horn, SO; i’ealistic was the ^stant fire in its like- 
ness to stonas on the deep, G-reat clouds of smoke rose 
in billows that glowed and glowered in the reflection of 
the flames. Blazing fingers licked at the heavens. 

Strange coppery lights filled the air and added to the 
feeling of distrust in the hearts of the onlookers, 

"Bit by bit the news trickled in from the destroyed 
area and each new account of a lost farmhouse, or a barn 
with teeming crops and puffy haystacks consumed, brought 
fresh terror. All night long guards paced up and down 
the primitive streets in ceaseless dread of what might 
be forthcoming. Calamity filled the air, and small 
groups whispered togetiier exchanging, 'remember' of other 
tragedies, attempting to bolster their courage with tales 
of greater catastrophes, firing of firecrackers was for- 
bidden in the unsettled season of the '50s, Whether it was 
a precaution talcen to forestall a general conflagration or 
directed against the wily Celestial who delighted in noise- 
meking devices was not chronicled," — Inez Henderson Pond 

in Stockton Record, 


1853 - California 

^ ! 

Bangor, Me,, Daily Whig and Courier, Aug, 12, 1353* 
suitmer fires have been doing much damage in the mountains and valleys, 
and large quantities of* grain have been destroyed, 

1859 - Marin County 

Fire in Mt, Tamalpais bumaed for 3 months, - S, F, Chronicle, 

Sept, 19, 1881, 

1 860 to 1890 

Newspaper reports of hundreds of fires in California from 
1 S 60 to 1890 - 45 Jro 75 years ago - show enormous property damage 
and many lives lost. Worse fires than ar^r of recent years, 

I 860 - San Mateo County 

Republican Farmer, Aug. 10, 1S60; A destructive fire has 
occurred in San Mateo Goxmty, burning over a large tract of grain 
fields, 

1868 - Marin County 

San Rafael woods on fire, San Francisco covered with smoke, 

--S, F, Chronicle. 
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1868 - Marin OomiLty ; Ty: ' 

Berngor, Me,, Daily Wliig and Goxixier, Sept, 21, 1868; The 
woods near Rafael in Marin County, are on fire, A tract of 5 'to 
6 miles in extent is burning, and the inhabitants are nearly stifled 
with smolce. The city of San Francisco and. harbor were wrapped in a 
dense cloud of smoke last evening which is supposed to have come 
from burning woods, 

1869 ~ October 6 - Monterey to San Diego Counties 

A fire is raging in the timberland on the Coast Range of 
the mountains from Monterey to San Diego, Over $10,f)00 worth of 
orange trees have been destroyed in Santa Barbara County, --- Provi- 
dence Daily Journal, Oct, 7f lS6g, 

1369 - October 29 - Southern California 

Big fires are reported to be raging on the Coast Range of 
mountains in Southern California, —Hartford Daily Courant, Oct, 25» 

IS69. 


IS 69 - Santa Cruz County 

A fire has been raging in Santa Cruz County for some days, 
reported to have origins, ted by hunters to drive game. Great forests 
of California are periodically ‘burned over. Most of these fires are 
wholly unnecessary, some result from carelessness but more from 
design. The damages are immense. All the undergrowth is destroyed 
and most of the timber,"' Often forests are set on fire to drive deer 
into the open country and valleys below,i Camp fires are left burning 
and the fires once getting into the woods may run until some canon 
or stream arrests its progress, A fire started by the discharge of 
a shot-gun has been known to extend 4o miles most of the way through 
heavy timber, consuming of course all fences and even houses and 
sawmills in its path, — Bangor Daily Whig and Courier, Oct, 30» IS 69 

1369 - Fires raging in Coast Range from Ifonterey to San Diego, 

— S,F. Chronicle 

1869 - Big fire in Santa Cruz County - set by hunters, 

— S,F, Chronicle 


1871 - Riverside - Effects of Fire on Chaparral 

Mr, Charles Thomas, whose ranch is in the San Jacinto Reserve, 
near the Hemet Dam, a resident here since lS 6 l, says; 

It 

"In the surrounding country there was no such thing as 
an arroyo, gully or 'wash* until IS 71 , at which time there 
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were several severe fires, How it is badly allied 
and there are extensive washes." There was no wash 
in the bed of the San Jacinto River, down which he 
used to fide and drive cattle. I'Tow the "wash" or bed 
of the river Is higher than the town of San Jacinto 
and a bridge built a few years ago with S feet clear 
of the water now only has 1 foot 6 inches clear of the 
stone and gravel of the "wash," For 30 years no diy 
season had any effect on his water surely for domestic 
purposes, stock and irrigation. Since the heavy grazing 
of the last 10 years, each dimmer it is greatly reduced, 
being in fact hardly sufficient, and all wet ground, or 
"Cienegas" dry up each summer now. It takes 20 to 25 
years for heavy chaparral to get back to former density 
and size after a severe fire. — Prom the Boundary files 

of 1902 . 

1871 “ Siskiyou 

Editorial from Yreka Union of July 22, ISyi; 

"A very heavy fire has been burning for some weeks 
past in the Humbug Mountains west of town. During the 
week the. fire has come over the sunsaits and has been 
burning on this side the way. We learn that a fire is 
raging over a wide extent of country on the north side '■ 
of the Klamath River along Ec^sire and Dutch Greeks, 

These fires, which in their annual ravages are so des- 
tructive to timber, result from criminal negligence or 
something worse. Severe penalties shoxild be visited on 
persons who set fires in the woods either intentionally 
or through carelessness," 

1871 - Hevada County 

Pires are doing immense damage in the Cascade Mountains, 
Hevada County, The fires are of frequent occurrence., — Hartford 

Courant, July 24, iS71, 

1871 - Horthem California 

. Immense fires are raging in the woods in northern California 
and bregon, — Hartford Courant, Sept, 13,1S71» 

Immense fires are raging in the woods in northern California 
and in Oregon, — Hew York Tribune, Sept, 13 , IS 7 I, 

1871 - Santa Barbara 

"The fi ret that has raged along the mountains in 
Montecito for several days is out. It shot the temperar- 
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■fnire^ ■ f rom : 6o degr e e s t o o ve r, 1 00 , W , W , Hayne s save d 
Ms housej Ool, Dinsiuore lost 'some hay, and Mr, Bond 
heroically made, a dash to vthe ..Hot Springs House to 
Warn the dhwpants,. The House and all 

"buildings were destroyed,'* -- Santa 3ar"bara Hews, 

0cto"ber 9, ISyi. 


"It is generally "believed Santa Cruz Island is 
on fire, There is a great smqke out that way. If so 
the cattle will perish, many inprovements will "be 
destroyed and it will "be altogether most deplorable." 

— Santa Barbara News, October 10, 1871 • 


1871 - California 


Tires prevail in the mountains the whole length of 
California, — New York Tribune, Oct. l6, IS 7 I. 


1871 - Santa Cruz County 

Oct, 19 - A fire broke out in Santa Cruz Cdunty on the 
Watsonville load and burned over a distance 9 hy 4 miles, causing 
great destruction to ranch property. Seven of the surveying party 
were burned, — New York Times, Oct, 21, 1271. 

Tire in Santa Ciuz County covered area 9 4 miles. Great 

damage to ranch property, — S, T, Chronicle, Oct. 19, IS 7 I. 

i 

1871 ~ California 

Extensive fires continue in the Coast Range of mountains 
of California from Los Angeles County northward. —Bangor Daily 

» "WMg & Courier, Oct, 27 , IS 7 I. 


1872 - Siskiyou 

An early post card fire report states tha.t 102,500 acres of 
timberland fire "burned over 30^,500 feet of timber causing damage 
estimated at $462,750, The fire was started by "OMna men." The 
date of the fire is recorded as August, I 872 , and the fire burned 
for SO days, (Hie post office was Seiad "Valley, Calif,,. Siskiyou 
County, and the card is signed W, T, Grider, 

Tire near Seiad on Klamath River covered 102,500 gicres. 

S. T, Chronicle 


1872 - Shasta 

150,000 acre fire on Pitt River, Destroyed 1^ billion feet 
of timber, — S, T, Chronicle 

In the summer and fall of IS 72 a fire swept 150,000 acres 
of timberlands on the north slope of Pitt River, as far east , as the 


divide between Pitt River: the entire Squaw Creek 

drainage and the -lower McCloud River far north as Ohatterdown 
Creek. This. fire destroyed about a billion and a half feet of 
timber, being most of thd standi ng'^tiInber on the area, -~Mammett’s notes 


1873 - Trinity 

A terrific fire has been raging on Trinity Mountain, 25 
miles north of Shasta, for a, week past and destroying a great amount 
of timber. It extends for miles each side of the ;telegraph road, 
injuring the Western Union line considerably, repairs being required 
daily. The road is dangerous for the passage of freight trains, and 
there is a dense smoke over all the coxmtry making the atmosphere 
oppressive and hot. The fire is still raging, — Denver Daily Rocky 

Mountain Hews, Aug, 23 , 1873» 

Terrific fire in Trinity and Shasta Counties, — S.I'. Chronicle. 

1874 r- Riverside County 

September 29 - When the Julian Stage arrived (in San Diego) 
this evening it reported extensive forest fires raging in the canyon 
between Sweetwater and Vallevista, Riverside County, The settlers 
were all out fighting fire. The line of fire was nearly a mile long 
with a strong east wind, — S, F, Chronicle, Sept, 30» 

f 

1873 - Sonoma. County 

June 11 - The Rhssian River Flag says; The fires raging 
in the woods a few miles west of Healdsburg were supposed to be 
under control but a hi^h wind started them afresh and for several 
days they have swept over the country more fiercely than ever. The 
people living along lower Dry Creel?: and across the country to Mortons 
Mill turned out en masse and fought the flames day and night. The 
district burned over is about 10 miles long and 2 miles wide. Four 
bridges were burned on Mil Cre^. This is the worst fire ■wfeich has 
visited this region for many years, — 3. F. Chronicle, June 12, 

Fire near Healdsburg covered 20 square miles, — -S.F. Chronicle, 
1873 - Marin County 

June 12 — Fires raged in the "Redwoods” and the air was 
filled with smoke. From 100,000 to 150,000 feet of logs and a large 
amount of felled timber for cordwood was consumed, — S.F. Chronicle, 

June 13. 

1873 •“ Hevada County 

August 25 - The forest fire which is raging in this vicinity 
(Floreston) burned the ice house of the Rocky Bun Ice Co, The bailding 


was 300 feet long liy 50 feet v/ide "but contained only 60 carloads 
of ice, — S,?, Chronicle, August '26, 

1876 - ggolnmne County 

Late in the summer of IS76 a fire hurned over an area of 
about 2000 acres of forest land. It started where the trail from 
Confidence to the Basin Mine crosses the North Pork of ^hioluiime 
Biver. It was caused by a man buraing brush, — Edward Janess, 

1877 - Santa Clara and Santa Cruz Counties 

June 10 - Pines which have been raging in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains west of San Jose during the past week have resulted in 
the destruction of a vast amount of valuable timber. In some of 
the canyons the fire spread with such rapidity that the woodchoppers 
had to flee for their lives, leaving all their household goods to 
be consumed. On the eleventh a fire broke out in Alameda Canyon 
and in the course of the day destroyed 4000 cords of wood and many 
trees, 0?he fires are still raging, — • S,P, Examiner, June 11, 

1877 “Los iingeles County 

The fire in the Cahuenga range vdiich has been burning 
since Saturday was at the last report still in full force and was 
fast approaching Monte Vista the beautiful place of Judge Lindsey. 
,., Every available person is at work trying, to subdue the flames 
r... It is rumored that seven or eight homes beside barns and other 
property have been destroyed The fire started by a person who 

took this means of clearing his land .,,, We else^ere note the 
report of total destruction of two apiaries, — L. A. Eearld, 

S.P, Examiner, June IS, 1877 . 

June 11 - An immense fire is raging in the mountains 
between Los Angeles and Santa Monica and has burned over 1000 
acres destroying a number of dwelling houses. Between four and 
six miles are now on fire and the residents are exhausted and 
discouraged, — S.P. Chronicle, June 12, 

1877 - Santa Barbara County 

June 12 - About noon on the 10th instant a fire broke 
out on Don Jose Bochins' ranch six miles southwest of this place 
(Longjoa:), Raging fearfully in an easterly direction it ran con- 
suming stock and everything in its path ,,,, After burning 150 
head of cattle for Don Jose Bochins and completely malcing away 
with all the grass on three ranchos it came down into Santa Marga- 
rita Canyon where, were it not for the. noble citizens who fought 
it for fifteen hours straight it would undoubtedly have 

biimed up every house in the canyon and perhaps there are families 
who would have perished. 
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There is a fire burning on the S^ta Maria Eanch 
which has devoured 2000 acres of grass which was sowed to winter 
sheep on , 

A fire has been raging for three days in the Cahuenga 
Canyon about fourteen miles from Los Angeles near Monte Yista 
It is said two or, three houses burned and lots of hay have fallen 
prey to the flames, 200 stands of bees have been destroyed 
The extent of the fire is between eight and ten miles and it is 
still raging. The settlers have been malcing an ineffectual fight 
against the fires since Saturday -- 5,i’, Examiner, June 13 . 

1577 - Placer Count?;- 

August 12 - At 3530 this afternoon a timber fire was 
started on Mrs, Simmons* ranch two miles from town by the burning 
wadding of the guns of a crowd of boys who were hunting ,,,, Many 
miners and ranchers started for the scene.,,,. The flames spread 
rapidly through timber and underbrush The mill of Mr, Pa-rt- 

ridge's Oak Grove mine was in danger Mr, Taylor reports 

flames are very fierce and the ranches of Slaven, McEewen, Dingman 
and Bartholomew are in great danger of being overran About 

200 miners and ranchmen are now fighting the flames Much 

valuable timber has been destroyed; over 5 OOO cords of wood are 
in the direct line of the fire. At the hour of writing the burned 
area is about three miles long by nearly one mile wide and the 
fire is still raging fiercely. Another fire has just broken out' 
bacli: of Hungerfield three miles northeast of Placerville and great 
loss of property is fea,red, — Examiner, August 13. 

1577 - Eldorado County 

August 12 - A timber fire started 2 miles from Placerville 
by the 'burning of wadding from a gun used by a crowd of boys who 
were hunting. Many miners and ranchmen have started for the scene. 
The flames spread rapidly thimigh the timber and underbrush. About 
200 miners and ranchmen are fighting the flames. Over 1000 acres 
have been burned over. The burned area is about 3 nules long and 
nearly 1 mile wide. Great loss of property is reported, 

— S,r. Chronicle, August 13* 

1577 - San Mateo Qoxmty 

September IS - The great fire which has been raging in the 
redwoods of San Mateo County has spread over nearly 8 square miles 
of territory. On this date the fire has nearly exhausted its fury. 
The fire was the result of carelessness on the part, of some pot 
hunters ^vho had been out slaughtering quail and rabbits, 

— S.5'. Chronicle, September IS, 
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ISIS to 1906 ■» Siskiyou 

Prom S. S. Show's report - "0 - Shasta, Pire Co-operation; 
Forest Eesidents" - of August g, 1916 ; 

"The history of the country, as well as the evidence on 
the ground, shows that aoout forty years ago the entire 
region supported a fairly good stand of timber; not of 
the highest quality, hut probably coiaparable to that of 
the Sacramento canyon, A heavy fire in about IgyS, which 
covered the entire region, followed by numerous smkller 
fires, set out by various persons, a second heavy fire 
about 1S9S, and another series of small fires up to about 
1906 , when the area was included in the Forest, have 
wiped out the original stand of timber except for narrow 
strips along strsaras and ridges and scattered groups and 
isolated individuals elsewhere. As the timber vaaiished, 
brush increased, till at the present time it covers 
practically 100^ of the area. The existing trees, then, 
liave no merchantable value. They will, however, seed in 
considerable portions of the country, if fire is kept 
out, although probably 40;^ vd.ll have to be reforested 
artificially, if at all. " 

ISJS - Los Angeles County 

September 10 - At 2 o'clodc P.M. on Monday some brush : 
caught fire in San Fernando Valley and it was feared the grain 
fields of Messrs. LahkerslnySi and Van Huys would ignite but 70 men 
turned out and after a hard fight turned the flames in another 
direction. The brush is still burning fiercely in range north 
of Tejonga Pass, — S.F. Examiner, , September 11, IS^S 

September 11 - A forest fire started on the San Pascual 
ranch about 3 miles from Pasa.dena, Some 39 acres had been cleared 
up and was thoughtlessly set on fire. Everything was as dry as 
tinder and the flames spread vd.th rapidity. Upwards of 1000 acres 
of land was burned over. Fences were destroyed and 5 canyons were 
desolated involving great loss to the bee industry. An apiary 
including 200 stands of bees burned to ashes, A tongue of flames 
could be seen licking its way uo the San Gabriel range of mountains. 
The scene of the conflagration seemed not over a mile distant while 
it was 20 miles. — S.F. Cluronicle, September 12 

1S7S - Tuolumne County 

Late in the fall of IS 7 S a fire burned over 3^00 acres of 
forest near Cold Springs. It started about 3 miles west of Cold 
Springs and was caused by sheep herders, — Edward Janess 
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1379 - Los Azigeles Ooanty 


Jxme 3 ~ Great fires are raging' west of this city (Los 
Angeles). A half dozen hee; ranches have been destroyed and a 
large amount of hay. It is reported tonight that the fire has 
reached the great San Pemando Valley and that 6 men and a horse 
have perished in an attempt to protect the great grain fields of 
that vicinity, — S.P. Chronicle, June 4 

June 3 “ Great fires are raging west of the city (Los 
Angeles) and half a dozen hee ranches have been destroyed and large 
amounts of hay. It is reported tonight to have reached the great 
San Fernando valley and that six men end one horse have perished 
in protecting the grain fields of Lahlcershun & Co, — S,P. Examiner, 

June 4 


1879 - hevada and Placer Counties 


June 23 - 1^0 extensive fires have been raging for several 
days near Franktown (Nevada) and at the head of the Mecky and Fair 
flume. The woods are mined from Lalce Bigler (Lake Tahoe) to Reno, 

— S.F, Examiner, June 23, 1879 

1879 ■“ San Mateo County 

August 2 - A fire is now raging on the hills in Santa Cl'^a 
County south and west of Mayfield and Mountain View, The fire is 
steadily working its way north and east and seriously threatens 
the farms in the neighborhood of the above mentioned towns and 
also the southern end of San Mateo County, At the present the fire 
is confined to the chaparral and manzanita which covers the eastern 
slope of the mountains,.,. Citizens are already taking measures to 
start back fires a-s the fire is one of the largest ever known in 
the county, — S.F. Examiner, August 4, 1879 

1879 " Amador County 

August 2 - Extensive fires are ragi:^ in the chaparral 
near here (lone) destroying miles of fences, numerous buildings 
and hundreds of acres of pastures. Great efforts have been made 
to fight the fire but it continues under full headway and has been 
increasing in fiercarss for the past three days,,,. The fire is 
very near lone and the citizens expect to be obliged to fight 
hard' tonight to save the town. — S.F. Examiner, August 4, 1879 

1879 - Yuba County 

August 4 - A forest fire started in the hills in the 
vicinity of Smartsville several days ago and is likely to prove 
an extensive loss of fences and wood. The fire is steadily working 
north and east toward French Corral (Nevada County), At the latest 



advice citl.sens Mye started "bade fires in the vicinity of Anthony 
House to stay the ravages, — S.I’. Exaniiner, August 5i 1S79 

August 19 - M^ysville Appeal has the following; The 
fires in the foothills north of Tuha are still burning and on 
Wednesday were marking pa toward Bangor; (Butte Co,). The fires 
above Browns Valley and Scotch Eanch have burned over thousands 
of acres destroying much valuable government land and burned many 
miles of fence Much of the country burned over was heavily 
timbered and most of the trees are killed involving great loss, 

— S.E, Examiner, August I9, 1S79 


1879 •* Amador Ooxuity 

August 25 - The following is a list of the principal losses 
by the field fires which for two weeks have raged between here 
(Amador City) and lone City (Note: 11 names listed,) The 

losers are small farmers who have been conjiletely burned out, 

— S.E. Examiner, August 26, 1879 

1879 - San Diego County 

October 28 - One of the greatest conflagrations ever known 
to the oldest inhabitant from 4o to 50 sqpaxe miles of territory 
bTimed over in the vicinity of Sweetwater Valley in Ban Diego 
County, ^ — Monthly Weather Review 

50 square miles of territory burned over in one San Diego 
County fire, * S.E, Chronicle 

1879 - Stanislaus County 

In the fall of 5-879 about 5OOO acres along the foothills 
in the eastern end of the county were burned from carelessness of 
can^jers. The fire continued for ten days, — - Report on Forestry, 

1882 Vol. 9, Hough 

1880 - Lake County 

10 square miles of timber remote from market was burned 
by. fires caused principally by cang)ers in Lake County between May 
and October 1880, If timber destroyed had been near market would 
have been worth perhaps half a million dollars. Some damage to 
prepared forest products and fences, — E.C, Parker, p, 200, Vol, 3, 

Report on Forestry by Hough 


1880 - Calaveras County ' 

One thousand acres were burned over in Calaveras County by 
fires, about the middle of June, Charged to carelessness of hunters. 



Tile: damage was to small timber and.pasturage, 

— Report on forestry 1SS2 - Hough Vol. 3 200 

IggQ - Pluma-s Oounty 

Forest fires occurred to limited extent from about the middle 
of August to the first of October caused by the carelessness of Indians 
and may have burned over 10,000 acres in three separate places. About 
a fourth of the timber within the burned areas was killed. 

— M, Ball, p, 200 Report on Forestry by Hou^ 


IggQ - Butte County 

August 24 - A fire is raging in the woods near Arcada Mil, 
Chico, — S,F, Bulletin, Aug, 24 

IggQ Hevada County 

August 29 - Hevada City G-azette says a large fire has been 
raging in the woods. It started at Meyer's Ravine and is working 
its way towards Mooney's ranch and a large force of men are trying 
to stay its progress, — S.F, Bulletin, August 30, IggO 

IggQ - Yuba Coxuity 

August 30 - A fire in the Tuba hills near Selby Flat has - 
run over 600 acres of pasture and timber land, — S.F. Bui, Aug, 3I 

IggQ > Shasta County ^ 

Septesdber 1 ~ Says the Shasta Couriers The big fire which 
last wedc swept over tlie country between the Fountain House and 
Texas Springs exterminated innumerable snakes, scorpions, toads, 
rabbits and other small animals, — S,F. Bulletin, Sept, 2, IggO 

September 2 - The great fire that has been raging between 
Shasta and Clear Creek for several weeks past still continues its 
ravages filling the atmosphere with dense smoke. Parties who are 
cutting wood on Clear Creek state that the fire is set out and 
kept going by parties whom they can not get sight of, 

— S.F, Bulletin, Sept. 2, IggO 


IggQ •“ Mendocino County 

September 6 •* Several rattlesnakes were killed in 'Ukiah 
City during the past week. They were undoubtedly driven out of 
the mountains by the fires which have been raging there for some 
time, — S.F, Bulletinj^ Sept, 6, iSgO 



IggQ - San Bernardino CoTint'y ' ' 

September 11 T- Mo'untMn fires in:; the vicinity of San Bernar- 
dino, . S.B, Bulletin, Septemher 11, ISSO 

IggQ - Nevada County 

September l6 - A fire in the woods near Hevada City Tmmed 
over considerable area last Saturday, ~ S,?. Bulletin, Sept* 17 

IggQ - Fresno Gounty 

A nuiaber of fires occurred during the year in Bresno Ooxinty 
during September and early October and usually were set by she^ 
owners to inrorove the pasturage or by Indians gathering nuts, I?hey 
sometimes ^read over considerable area, — C. A, Davis, p, 200, 

Vol, 3 - Beport on Borestry by Hough 


IggQ - Mendocino County 

Considerable fires occurred from the middle of September to 
the first of Hovember, They were set partly through carelessness 
of hunters and others and partly intentionally and xvere allowed to 
burn till they went out. The luiabe3mien in the redwood belt annually 
set fires to clean out the limbs, tops, bark and the broken trees 
and their splints, as well as to keep down the undergrowth. In the 
grazing belt fires are often set to burn the dense chaparrel on the 
hills, — A, McGowan, p, 200, 7ol, 3 ” Heport on Borestry 

^ by Hou^, 

IggQ - Santa Clara County 

\ 

A large fire is burning in the mountains above Saratoga on 
the Tin Can Hanch, i^pantities of wood and tan bark have been des- 
troyed and the fire still rages, — S.B, Bulletin, Sept, Ig, IggO 

IggQ - Butte County 

September 22 - 2000 acres of valuable timber have been 
burned over near the Arcada Mills, Butte County by recent fires. 

— S.B. Bulletin, Sept. 22, iSgO 

IggQ - Siskiyou County 

September - A forest fire burned the head of Jackson Creek, 
Scott Creek, Taylor Creek and South Eussian Creek in Siskiyou County, 
covering an area of about 30f OOQ acres. The fire wp,s set by someone. 

— Wm, Balfrey 



18S0 --San Diego Ooxmty 

10 square miles. -San Diego^Oounty, Damage half a million, 

- V Chronicle 

1880 -• San Mateo Gounty 

Fire covered 50 square miles San tiateo County, Damage $80,000. 

— S,F, Chronicle 

Fires began about the first of ITovember 1880, Siey ran over 
a distance 10 miles long and 5 miles wide and are said to have started 
from neglected cang; fires or as some think from the burning of a tree 
that had fallen across the road. The damage could hardly be estimated 
but was at least $80,000, — Jas. S. Wallis, page 202, Vol, 3 , 

Seport on Porestrs'- by Hough 


1880 - Mono . 

Mammoth City, a mining canj) in the Mammoth Lakes region (now 
Inyo Forest) burned with a loss of $50,000, A forest fire broke out 
near Towie.and the Central Pacific sent a force of 1,000 raen to subdue 
it, — Grizzly Bear 

1880 - San Diego 

A San Diego County forest fire had burned over ten square 
miles of the Santai Hosa Rancho, destroying an imiaense amount of feed. 

It was still burning at the end of the month, — Grizzly Bear 

1880 - Los Angeles * 

A big forest- fire broke out near San Gabriel, Los Angeles 
County, October 16 , ' To protect his domain, ’Luclcj''* 33aldwin had 200 
men fighting it, — • Grizzly Bes,r 

1880 - Orange County 

Practically the whole face of the Santa Ana range burned over, 
— Report on Fire Conditions in the Trabuco Canyon, jforest 
Reserve by E. A, Sterling, 

1880 - Mariposa County 

Several forest fires occurred in this County which burned for 
several miles and destroyed to a great extent the standing pine timber, 
— W-. A. Grade, p, 200, Vol, 3» Report on Forestry by Hough. 

1880 - California 


Prior to the huge destnjotion of 1880 when 500 square miles 
were burned up in California these events caused little attention. 

Uew York Evening Sun, Aig, S, 190 S, 


IggQ -- Si^iyoTi OpTinty . 

We have_ fires '■ 'in every year generally starting 

throngh. carelessness of hunters and travelers, [They are allowed to 
■burn for months or iill the rains extinguish them, They sometimes 
run a distance of ten miles here and there across the summits and 
we may at times see 3 or a time after the first of August, 

There is very little attention paid to them unless they endanger the 
farms "bordering the valley. The timber burned is of no present value; 
it might be to future generations. We have a law upon the subject of 
setting fires "but it has no effect on careless hunters and enforce- 
ments, — W, J. Root, p, 201, 'Vol. 3» Report on forestry 

by Hough, 

Hote: The San Francisco Examiner from ISSO to 1SS6 inclusive 
is not on file at the library in San Francisco, 

Iggl - San Joaquin 

The first grain field fire of the season, started by a 
picnicker throwing a lighted cigar from a train window, burned over 
600 acres of standing grain in San Joaquin Cotmty, — Grizzly Bear 

Iggl - Merced 


A grain field fire in Merced County, set by a spark from ,a 
passing locomotive, burned over 1,100 acres, -- Grizzly Bear 

Iggl - Sacramento County 

4. 

Extensive fires have been raging along the American River 
for the past two days, ' Much damage has been done. The flames have 
spread and it is feared much wood will be destroyed, 

— S.F, Chronicle, July I3 

Iggl - Plumas Goimty 

The woods caught on fire southeast of Greenville Thursday 
and did considerable damage, — S.F. Bulletin, July 5 

Iggl - Butte County 

About 15,000 feet of fencing was destroyed by a firs in the 
woods near the King Ranch near Bangor, Butte County, 

~ S.F, Bulletin, July g 


Iggl - Sacramento County 

i 


Field fires are raging in Sacramento County, near the American 
River and are destroying grain, pasture and timber, 

— S.F. Bulletin, July 13 
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. Iggl !~/-Ac^cLo'r' Oouilty , 

'Sire did CO nsidLerable. damage to; the woods and several raiichers 
near Jacikson, Aaiadar Go^mt 7 ; last — S.S. Bulletin, July 21 

Iggl - Hap a County 

A fire burned over 200 or 30 O acres of timber near Crystal 
Springs in Hapa County, — S.S, Bulletin, July 22 

Iggl -• Tehama County 

A very large fire -- in fact several large ones — have been 
devastating a portion of the Coast Range Mountains in the neighborhood 
of the indentation between the north and south Yolo-Bally Peaks, 

~ S.P. Bulletin, July 25 


Iggl Siskiyou County 

, An extensive fire- is raging in the woods at the foot of Forest 
House Mountain, Sislciyuu County, on the Scott Valley side. 

- — S.P. Bulletin, July 30 

Iggl - Marin County 

Fire on Mt. Tamalpais and the neighboring gulches still rages 
although every available man that can be found has been pressed into 
the service to subdue it, — S.F. Bulletin, A-ugust 2 

Iggl - Tuolumne County 

The steam saw ijjlll owned by B, F. Way, about 20 miles east of 
Sonora, was entirely destroyed by fire. The yard and all cabins were 
destroyed. (Uote: This no doubt caused a forest fire,) 

— S.F. Bulletin, August 2 

Iggl - Placer County 

A destructive fire raging in the foothills east of Lincoln, 
Placer County, for the past three days doing much damage, 

— S.F, Bulletin, August 3 

Iggl - San Bernardino Ooun'ty 

Heavy fires are raging in the forests near San Bernardino 
Mountains and extending over , into Bear Valley, A large amount of 
damage to timber is reported, — S.F, Bulletin, Apgust g 



Iggl " Placer Comity . ■ ■ ■ ■' ..'"y-' 

Last week in the foothills of Placer wood and grass fires 
raged in all directions, Tmrning over miles of territory, 

— S,P, Bulletin, August 9 

Iggl - OalaTeras County 

Several destructive forest fires in the vicinity of Mokalumne 
Hill recently, — S.P. Bulletin, August 11 

Igggj - San Benito County 

A fire started hy careless liunters has "been raging in the 
Gahilian Mountains, 15 miles south of Hollister for three or four 
days. It hurned over 3OOO acres of Government land, 

— S.P, Bulletin, August 15 

Iggl ■“ Shasta County 

Porest fires are raging in the mountains around Burney Valley 
and doing immense damage to the timber. One on Hatchet Creek has been 
burning for about 2 weeks. Another broke out over in the Big Ben 
Canyon and threatened the farmers in Goose Valley, 

— S,P. Bulletin, August 15 

Extensive forest fires are raging in the mountains around 
Burney Valley and doing immense damage to timber. One at Hatchet 
Creek has been burning^^for about 2 weeks, — S.E, Bulletin, Aug, 23 

Iggl ~ California 


According to the August number of “The Grizzly Bear", Cali- 
fornia daring August Iggl was a veritable "tierra del Euego" (land 
of fire) and reports of conflagrations in soine parts of the State 
were made daily. While many of the blazes were of small propor- 
tions, the more destructive ones were never before so numerous 
during any single month. 

This statement does not tally exactly vd-th the contentions 
of the "old timers" that there were no destructive fires in the 
days when the Indians and "light burners" were active, 

— Grizzly Bear 


Iggl - Mendocino County 

Brush fires have been destroying fences north of Uklah, 

• S.E. Bulletin, Sept, 1 
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Iggl r> Tehaxna Qomity ' ^ ^ 

Thtursday evening a. f ire^:o:ccarr^^ on Antelope ridge 30 ®iles 
east of Hed Blnff wliich d^strQ;y‘ed’’betw 400,000 and 500,000 feet 
of stigar pine Ixunber "belonging to the Gal, I'loor Co, 

. : Bulletin, Sept, 3 

a;ggl «» San Bernardino County 

Destructive fires in San Bernardino region still continue, 

— S.B. Bulletin, Sept, 6 

1881 - Tehama County 

A fire at the Yellow Jacket Mill in Tehama County 'bumed 

400.000 feet of sugar pine, — Sts', Bulletin, Sept, 6 

1881 - Tehama & Mendocino Counties 

A "big fire is raging in the woods between Low Cap and 
Prairie Caap, The smoke is stifling and travelers find the trip 
to the coast very uncomfortable, — ■ S.F, Bulletin, Sept, 13 

1881 -* Marin County 

The fire in the 
ness in San Prancisco.' 
ashes over the city, 

1881 - Marin County 

William PixlOy, clearing his land in. Mill Yalley, September l4, 
1881, set fire to a pile of brush. The flames got away from him, went 
up the side of Mt, Tamalpais, and did immense damage. It was estimated 

65.000 acres were burned over, Pxxley, when he saw that the fire was 
beyond control, dropped dead, 

1881 - Marin County 

A terrible fire is raging south of San Eafael lighting the 
whole heavens and attracting universal attention. It originated from 
burning brush. It soon spread beyond the control of the men and is 
raging over a large extent of country, A strong wind prevailed and 
it swept rapidly south destroying houses, hay stacks and everything 
combustible in its track. The fire has extended as far north as 
Kents deer park and the people are gathering from all the adjacent 
country to fight the flames. The line of fire is i said to be at 
least 12 miles long, — S,f, Chronicle, Sept, 15 


woods near San Eafael excited some uneasi- 
The wind blew dense clouds of smoke and 
— S,r. Chronicle, Sept, 15 
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Iggl - Marin Ootuity \ 

The southern part of Marin Oounty is experiencing one of 
the most destructive forest fires that have ever desolated a district 
in this State, Tlie fire has swept over many miles of country and no one 
can predict where its ruinous work will be stayed, Tlie district burned 
is about 12 miles long by 7 or S wide. The damage can hardly be estiuif- 
ated. It originated from a fire kindled by a man in clearing some 
land in which he was burned to dea,th and of which a most harrowing 
description is given, — S.ff, Chronicle, Sept, iG 

Tamalpais last night flamed its topmost peak like a volcano. 

The great canyon of the Lsgunitas sent up clouds of flame and cinders. 
The territory over which the fire extended is estimated at 7 iniles 
in length and 3 l/2 in width. Nothing approaching the fire has been 
seen since the great conflagration of 1259 which lasted for nearly 
3 months, — S.F. Chronicle, Sept, 19 

Iggl - Los Angeles County 

Quite extensive fires have raged for some time past in the 
neighborhood of Los Angeles, For some days past fierce fires have 
been devastating the region about San Dimas, which is located above 
the mouth of Azusa Canyon, — S,F. Bulletin, Sept, 17 

During the yeans from ISSl to 1223 inclusive fires were set 
by herO-smen back of Los Angeles, 1224 saw disastrous floods and' 
tracks and bridges of the S,P, E.E., were swept away and traffic 
stopped for 6 weelcs. At about the same time tremendous fires 
covered practically th^ whole face of the Santa Ana Range south 
of Los Angeles, — Page 12 F, S, Bulletin 25 - Plummer 

1221 - San Diego County 

For the last tv/o or three days extensive banish fires hane 
been burning over the mountains 30 or 4o miles east of San Diego, 

— S.F, Bulletin, Sept, 19 

1221 - San Luis Obispo County 

Last week a fire started in a canyon about 5 miles south 
of San Luis Obispo and spread over an area of about 12 miles. An 
immense amount of timber and dry feed was consumed. In some places 
trees 2-^ feet in diameter were burned to the roots, 

— S.F. Bulletin, Sept, 20 

1221 - Marin County 

The Marin fire is now confined to the redwoods on the 
Sausalito Ranch, Blithdale is safe. 35 ’to ^ inen have been fight- 
ing the fire since it began, (This fire has apparently been going 
a month.) — S.F. Bulletin, Sept, 20 
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IgSl - Mendocino OoTiaty 

Pirea are still paging in Mendocino County, 

. -- S.J, Bulletin, Sept, 22 

Iggj - Sonoma County 

Destructive fires have been raging on G-eyser Peak, Sonoma 
County, — S.P, Bulletin, Sept, 23 

Iggl Alpine County 

A fire has been raging in the mountains southwest of Markle- 
ville, Alpine County, for about 3 weeks and has destroyed considerable 
timber, — S.P. Bulletin, Sept, 23 

Iggl »- lake County 

Fifteen hundred acres of good grazing land was destroyed by 
fire at the Oak Hills quicksilver mines, Lake County, last week, 

■ — S.F. Bulletin, Sept. 23 

Says the Lake Port Bee Democrat;' For a week or two past 
the atmosphere ha,s been densely filled with smoke arising from 
the unusual number of fires throu^out the mountains. It is sur- 
prising 'what an immense amount of territory in Lake County has 
already been devastated this season, — , S.P. Bulletin, Sept, 23, 

Iggl - Santa Clara County 

A fierce fire has been doing considerable damage to timber 
to the west slope of the range beyond Mount Madonna in Santa Clara 
County. ' — S.F. Bulletin, Sept, 24 

ISSI - San Bernardino County 

Brush fires are still burning at San Gorgiono, San Bernardino. 

— S,F. Bulletin, Sept, 27 


Iggl - San Diego County 

Brush fires are burning near San Hey, San Diego County, 

— S.F. Bulletin, Oct, 3 


Iggl - Los Angeles County 

The following is talcen from the first biennial report of 
the California State Board of Forestry lSS5-g6, pqges 27 and 2g: 
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The Southern Pacific Hailroad was’^ "built into the City 
of Los j&ngeles through the Soleda.d Canyon, Until 1SS3, no 
serious damge was ever done this road hy floods in tha,t lo- 
cation, But about two yea,rs before this time certain parties, 
ha.ving stock: pastured on the moimtains formixig the watershed 
of this canyon, coiataenced deliberately to set fires in the 
brush and forests on these watersheds, the idea being to 
inrorove the pastures and keep the trails open. There are 
some fifty or seventy head of horses pastured through this 
extensive district, These fires destroyed the water-holding 
capacity of the mountains. As a result, the heavy winter 
rains of 1SS4 washed out the entire railroad, roadwgy, bridges, 
and all. Travel and business were delayed over six v/eeks. The 
railroad repaired the dan^ges done, and the next year being very 
dry, no injury happened; but the year following, on. an ordinary 
rainfall, measuring less than many of those that had previously 
done no damage, the railroad a,gain sustained heavy losses. 

It ■ is probably no exaggeration to say that it would 
have been cheap and good business for the railroad corapany to 
have paid Jock Talbot and his friend Texas $5*000*000 "to liave 
kept away from the watershed of the Soledad Canyon, The worst 
tiling about it is, that the future promises greater floods in 
these localities thaii have ever yet happened, 

lgg2 - Siskiyou County 

June, Fifteen squa.re miles of territory near Sawyers. 
Bar burned. The fire burned from June until late in the. fall. 

It was caused by Joe Smith burning n. log out of the road, 

— F. G. Bigelow, Sawyers Bar 

I 

July 26, Fort Jones lids been wreathed in a cloud of 
smoke for the last week, proceeding from a fire that is destroy- 
ing timber in the mountains, — S.F. Bulletin, July ZJ 

jfaig. The headwaters of Methodist, Knownothing Creeks 
in Siskiyou County were burned over by a, fire set by someone in 
August 12S2, The area of the fire was about 17,000 acres, 

— Wm, Balfrey 


1882 - Shasta County 

Aug, 12, The woods all around Shasta have been on fire 
for the past 2 days and the citizens have fought the fire all 
night to keep it from the town. The fire on the road to Redding 
cut off communication between Shasta and Redding,' iSeveral resi- 
dences below town ha.ve been burned to the ground. About 100 
'residents from Redding and about the same number from Shasta 
have been fighting the fire. Several fine orchards and vine- 
yards have been destroyed, — S.F. Chronicle, Aug, 13 


:1S22 - Ilevada Co-onty ■ ■ . . 

Sept. 4 , Hea'^ fires ai’e .r^ing in the mountains near 
north San Juan and the smoke • powers, the whole country thereabouts, 

^S.P, Bulletin 

Iggg ~ San Mateo County 

Sept. 3* fire started in the timber land about 3 niiles 
from Redwood City Saturday week and could have been checked 
probably with little effort but it was thought it would die out 
for want of material to feed upon. The probabilities now are 
that a large amount of cord wood will be consumed. 

— S.R, Bulletin, Sept, 4 

The forest fires on the mountainside west of Woodside, 

San Mateo County, are still burning. Most of the timber was 
cleared off; some was left in Bear 5uleh, Oordwood has been 
burned al so ^ 1 bridge and a shanty. A large force of men are 
now fightii:g it. — * S.J, Chronicle, Sept, 1 

1882 - Nevada County 

Sept, 5« Forest fires in Nevada County have done con- 
siderable damage along Washington Hidge, — S.F, Bulletin 

1882 - Siskiyou County 

* 

An extensive fire is raging in the woods near Moser’s 
Ranch, Shasta Valley, in Siskiyou County, — S.F, Bulletin, 

, Sept. 5 


1882 - Lake County 

Sept, 6, Forest fires have been burning on the mountains 
west and northwest of Lakeport for several days. Last evening the 
smoke was so dense as to entirely obscure the sun before 5 o’clock 
and uersons could feel the effects of it on their eyes in town, 

— S.F. Bulletin 


1882 - Nevada County 

Sept, 7* Forest fires have destroyed timber near Scotts 
Flat, Neva^ County, — S.F, Bulletin 

1882 - Sierra County 

li 

Sept, 7» Forest fires are raging in the hills to the north 
of Boca and considerable valuable timber is being destroyed, 

— S.F, Bulletin 
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1 gg2 : But te Ooxmty 

Sept, 12, Moimtaln' fires are ragiag in Butte County. 

--S.f, Bulletin 

lgg2 - San Bernardino County 

Sept, 12, [Ehe fire reported from the San Bernardino 
Mountains was confined to hills covered with hmsh. Bhe timber 
belt which is above was damaged but little if any. 

— S.P, Bulletin, 

lgg2 - San Diego County 

Sept, 21-24, Brush fires prevailed in this vicinity 
(Poway, San Diego County) from the 21st to the 24th of September. 

— Weather Heview 

lgg2 - Santa Cruz County 

Innnense fires are raging in the forests and ranches above 
here (Santa Cruz). [Ohey have already done terrible daanage, A 
despatch from Davenport Landing states the entire country is in 
flames. Many men are fighting the flames. l40 have gone out from 
here (Santa Cruz) to aid in an endeavor to arrest the :progress of 
the flames, The Santa Cruz Water Co, has 50 O men fighting here. 
The latest accounts report the fire to he within 5 rules of this 
place and owiig to the rapidity with which it spreads fea.rs are 
entertained for the gafety of the city, 

— Kennibec Journal, Sept. 26 

lgg2 - Tehama County 

Aug, s3cy at Bed Bluff is clouded v.dth smoke from 

mountain fires set by trs^pers to drive deer and other game to the 
clearings, — S.P. Bulletin, Sept. 1 


lg83 - Placer County 

Aug, 31 * fire recently swept over 3000 acres of the San 
Juan grant on the north side of American Hiver. It is supposed to 
have been started by hunters, — S.P. Bulletin, Sept. 1 

1883 ” Santa Cruz County 

Sept, 24 , Porest fires north of Santa Cruz are doing great 
damage, Virgin forests of redwood, tanbark, etc, , besides cordwood, 
shakes* pickets, etc,, in many ca,ses the fruit of months of lefoor of 
four men, have been destroyed, — S.P, Bulletin, Sept, 25 



1883 - Siskiyou 'QoTinty ; 

Sept, 25« -A. dense smoke' is prevailing at Yreka and 

extensive forest fires are on the divide between Yreka arid Butte 
Yalley, ' — S.P. Bulletin, Sept, 26’ 

Aug, A fire burned over the headwaters of Etna Greek, 
Crystal Creek, Patterson Creek and part of the headwater of Salmon 
River in August 1283. excess of 12,000 acres were burned, This 
fire was set by a party who also set a fire which covered a large 
territory between Marble Mt, and Somes Bar the same year, 

~ Wm. Balfrey 


1883 - Santa Cruz County 

Oct, 5* Several families were left homeless by the Santa 
Cruz Mt, fires, — S.E. Bulletin, Sept, 6 

1883^ San Luis Obispo 

Inspector Bronson^s report of January 27, 1913f states as 

follows; 

"Mr, T. G. Still, Postmaater and old pioneer resi- 
dent at Lapanza, informed me that' 30 years ago there was 
a sweeping fire over the mountains in the Gabilan Range, 
and that afterwards the erosion of the land on the 
mountain slopes and also the erosion of the agricultural 
valley land by tloe torrential flood condition of the 
streams *was, something fierce', Lapanza is located in 
Sec, 36 , T. 29-S,, H. 16 E. , just outside of the Forest 
boundary, and Mr. Still a.s well as other residents in 
that locality are greatly in favor of the continuation 
of the Forest and would protest against its elimination," 

18S4 - Uevada County 

Aug, 4, A terrific thunder storm passed over the mountains 
this afternoon. The li^tning was exceedingly sharp and struck 
many trees in this vicinity (Txuckee) which are burning on the 
hills, — S.P. Chronicle, Aug, 5 

1884 ~ Orange County 

A tremendous fire covered practically the Whole west face 
of the Santa Ana Range south of Los Angeles, 

— P.S. 13ulletin 85, P»j19 


\ 


- 77 - 



1885 - Los Angeles Oo-gnty 

Atout 1885 a swept two small canyons near Pasadena. 

!]?he canyons are very near together on the south slope of the San 
Gabriel Heserve, — Page 1^20, P.S. Bulletin 85, Plummer 

1885 " Sonoma County 

Aug, 31 • mountains in this vicinity (Santa Rosa) are 

almost obscured by smoke from forest fires on this' date, 

— Monthly Weather Review, p, 213 


1885 - Brinity County 

Sept, About 4000 acres of fine sugar pine timber land 
between the Heath Ranch and the Oummings Ranch near Mnersville 
was burned, — John H, Cummings 

1885 ’-Los Angeles County 

Sept, 1^1—22, Prom the l4th to 20th extensive fires 
prevailed in the. mountains about 15 itdles westward of this place, 
(Cahuega, Los Angeles County) On the 21 st and 22nd fires occurred 
in the mountains and hills to the north and east of the station, 

— Monthly Weather Review 

1885 ~ San Diego County 

Sept, 16-23, Prom the l6th to the 23rd forest fires burned 
over a considerable area to the northeast of this place (Poway.), 

— Monthly Weather Review 

V 

1885 - San Luis Obispo County 

Sept, 21, A smoky atmosphere prevailed here during the 
20th and 2lst, being caused by 1;he prevalence of extensive forest 
fires to the north and east of this place (San Luis Obispo), 

— Monthly Weather Review 

Sept, 23, Porest and grass fires have been very destructive 
in San Luis Obispo County the past week and are still burning some 
15,000 acres of the Huer-Guero and nearly all the San Jose 'Valley 
were burned over, A large fire is also burning in the vicinity of 
the Santa Margarita ranch, — S,P, Chronicle, Sept, 24 

1885 - Placer County 

Sept, 23, lEhe woods are on fire at this place (Emigrant Gap), 
Three buildings are burned at Towle, Placer County. The Summit Pire 
Go, was down. The canyon fife train is fighting west of Alta, The 
fires are still burning. — S,P. Chronicle, Sept. 24 
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1S8H - Sajitav Barbara GoTxaty 

Sept, 23 , B'or several daj^’s heavy fires have heen hurning 
in the mountains north' of Santa Barbara, A large qiiantity of cord 
•wood was humed, also a 'barn end number of cattle perished. Today 
the fire has spread and is much nearer the toira of Santa Barbara. 

— S,F, Chronicle, Sept, Zh 


1885 - Siskiyou County 

A fire started on French Credc and burned about 10,000 
acres on Blue Ri<3ge near Sawyers Bar in ISS 5 , — Balfrey 

1885 - Los Angeles County 

Mr, P, L, Washburn of the Los Angeles Herald, vdio owns 
four hundred acres in the southern end of Kern Co-unty, this side 
of the Tehachapi, informs me that a similar state of things is 
going on in that section. He travels over the country in going 
to his place, and he says that last summer alone, probably owing 
to the large influx of settlers, fifty thousand acres of brush and 
forest land were burned off on 'bhe north side of the' Sierra Madre 
Range, from the Cajon Pass west to the mountains where he is. 
Consequent upon this, the water is cutting gullies in numerous 
places burned off, or belotv such planes, and is running during ■> 
the rains in dangerous, and destructive torrents. He spoke of one 
instance on the Cottonwood Creek:, ■where a man had ten acres of com 
land ST/ept away by a new 'torrent that originated in a twice 'burned 
off mountain, — '"First Biennial Report, State Board of 

Forestry, page 3b 

1885 " Placer County ' ^ 

One fire last year (1885) burned along American River Hill 
one mile wide by three in length, — • S, J, Pullen, County Clerk, 

1st biennial report State Board of Forestry 

1885 - Eldorado and Sonoma Counties 

Forest fires which broke out at Cedar Hill, Fldorado County, 
and in Packer Canyon, Sonoma County, did immense damage, and a big 
bla^e in Topango Canyon of the Santa Monica Mountains for a week 
covered southern California with a canopy of smoke, 

— Grizzly Bear, August 1935 

1886 ITevada County 

1/ 

Jjuly 3 , Today a fire started in the pine woods south of 
Glenbrook Park and was driven towards the enclosure by a strong 
wind, A large force of men turned out and by hard work . succeeded 
in checking the flames, -- S.F. Chronicle, July 4 
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Igg 6 ~ Ventura Ooxinty 

Aug, 7. A. man' from Jrazier Mountsln in Ventura County- 
reports extensive forest fires in that vicinity. One firm has 
6000 to 8000 sheep in that part of the countrj'- and. they state 
their herders have heeh hufhing off valuable yello-w pine and oak 
to make grass for the sheep, A ranch of 2000 to 3000 acres has 
been burned over, S,P. Ohronicle, Aug, S 

1886 ~ Santa Orus County 

Sept, 10. Forest fires are raging in nearly every gulch 
and canyon in Santa Cruz County, Within the last two days thousands 
of cords of -wood and much split 1 -umber and miles of fencing has been 
destroyed. It is impossible to give an estiiTiate of the damage, The 
entire foothill section is enveloped in smoke. One dwelling burned 
on Vine Hill, S.F, Chronicle, Sept, 11 

lgg 6 ^ Sonoma County 

Sept, 10. This locality has been sraolzy for several days 
from fires in the woods near Occidental, Sonoma County, Over gOOO 
cords of wood have been burned and much other damage done, 

— S,F. Chronicle, Sept, 11 



1886 - Hevad-a or Placer County 

Sept. 16 , The fire which last night threatened the snow- 
sheds (S,E,R.R. ) and a* saTOoill was extinguished after mai^r acres 
of excellent timber were destroyed, — S.P. Chronicle, Sept, 11 

1886 - ITevada Oounty 

Sept, 10, A terrible forest fire hp.s been raging a few 
miles from Hevada City and la,st night it extended to a residence 
v;hich was entirely consumed. — S.F. Giironicle, Sept, 11 

A forest fire got out of control near You Bet, Hevada 
CoTonty, September 16 , and destroyed the residence and sawmill of 
Louis Yoss - loss $40,000. — Grizzly Bear 

1886 ~ Hapa Gounty 

Hov, 15 . There are three large forest fires raging east 
of Hapa in Rapa County, The damage cannot be ascertained,- 

— S.F, Chronicle, ITov, 16 

1886 - Santa Cruz County 

Hov, 15 . The woods in Gilbert Gulch, about 3 miles from 
Santa Cruz are on fire and considerable cord v;ood, standing timber 
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end many fences were destroyed, The fltuaes of the City Water Works 
. were, in danger, and a force -of - -men ^was sent out to pro.tect them, 

— S.P, Chronicle, hov, i6 

1887 - Santa Graz County 

May 21, A. big rfi-re -haS'heen raging in the wobds near 
Lomaprieta for the past few, days and is apparently spreading. 

— S,!*. Chronicle, May 22' 

1887 - Sonoma County 

May 27 . Quite an extensive mountain fire is raging on iiie 
east of Kapa Valley, It is not loiown hov/ imch damage is being done 
but the indications are that it is only bnzsh and small trees, 

— S.F. Chronicle, May 28 


1887 •- Tulare County 

July, 1,200 acres of timbered lands were burned near Hot 
Springs, It started from firing a log which was across a tradl, 

-- W, 0. Burton 


1887 - Calaveras County 

July 8, A forest fire broke out yesterday near the Big 
Trees, Calaveras County, which threatened considerable destruction 
but a large force of men were employed and the fire was brought 
tinder control, S.P, Chronicle, July 9 . 

1887 - Tehama County 

July 11, A disastrous wood fire has been raging on Pine 
Creek since last Priday, A large area has beeia burned over and 
many residents in that vicinity have suffered severe losses, 

— S.P, Chronicle, July 13 


1887 - PMcer County 

July 11, A furious fire swept over about two miles square 
near here (Loomis) yesterday afternoon .... A large crowd of men 
surrounded the fire and got it under control but not until it had 
burned a large amount of fencing, pasture land and woodland ,,,, 

The fire is supposed to have been started by careless' hunters^ 

— S.P, Examiner, July 12- 

1887 Shasta County 

July ll4-, Eorest fires which have been raging for several 
days 4 miles north of this place (Sisson) tods.y reached the woodpile 
along the railroad. Gangs of men have been lighting the fire''&iiiea 
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yesterday Tjut have not succeeded in checking it as the^fire ex- 
tends over a mile in heavy timber, — S.F. Chronicle','. Jiily 15 

1887 - Shasta Ootinty 

July 19. The fire north of here (Sisson) has dp^s con- 
siderable damage. The Postal Telegraph line has been :damaged to 
such an extent that all northern communication was shut off over 
that line, A great quantity of wood and posts, a mile; of fence 
and 8000 shakes were destroyed, — S,F. Chronicle, July 20 

1887 ~ Sierra County 

July 25, Forest fires are raging in this vicinity 
(Sierra City) and if not speedily checked it is feared much 
damage will be done to mining and other properties. 

— S.F, Examiner, July 26 


1887 - Santa Clara County 

July 25, A fire has been raging in the redwoods west 
of Gilroy for two days and there seems no prospect of checking 
it soon. About 300,000 feet of cut logs belonging to Whitehurst 
and Hodges have been destroyed, — S.F, Examiner, July 26 

1887 - Tehama County 

July 25, A report is current that a fire is destroying 
the pasturage of the Diamond Ranch on Cottonwood Creek, 

— S.F, Examiner, July 26 


1887 - Shasta County , 

The mountain fires have been quenched by a fine rain 
this morning which cleared the air of smoke, 

— S.F. Chronicle, Jiay 29 

1887 - Alameda and Santa Clara Counties 

Numerous fires along the line of the S.P, Coast R.H, 
have played havoc with the timber of that region, destroying many 
thousand feet. Between Dougherty’s Hills, Alameda County, and 
Wrights Station, Santa Clara Coxmty, there have beeu 5 forest 
fires in the last 6 weeks, all of, them most destructive. One 
of the fires was started by a cani) fire of a pleasure party and 
another by a spark from a locomotive. The flames have seriously 
threatened the track and the H,R, Co, keeps men on guarcL to pre- 
vent destruction of the road bed. The fires are still burning, 

— S.F. Chronicle, July 30 
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Igg? - Tehama Ooimty 


The fires which have been raging on Cottonwood Creek, S miles 
southeast of this place (Anderson) during the last 2 days have burned 
several houses. Heavy damage is reported, — S.I', Chronicle, Ang, 5 

13S7 - Ventura County 

A man from Prasier Mountain reports extensive forest fires ot ^ 
in that vicinity. One firm has 6000 to SOOO sheep in that part of 5^ * 

the country and they state their herders have been burning off 
valuable yellow pine and oak to make grass for the sheep, A ranch 
of 2,000 to 3»000 acres has been burned over, — S,!", Chronicle, Aug, S j 

1887 - Shasta and Trinity Counties 

Aug, 10. The forest fires that have been raging so fiercely 
throughout the country for the last month and have destroyed so much 
timber and property have about died outi The Western Union Telegraj^ 
lines and poles were burned in many places, A fire is now burning on 
Trinity Mountain which delays telegraph; and travel, 

— S.i. Chronicle, Aug, 11 


1887 - Hevada County 

Aug. 13* Porest fires are prevailing in various parts of the 
county and destroying much young timber, firewood and fences. Two 
trestles of a tram railway in Little York Township were burned, 

— • S.P, Chronicle, Aug, l4 


1887 - Clem County 

Aug, IS, A party who returned (to Orland, Glen Co.) from 
a hunting trip on the coast range about 60 miles west of this place 
near Mansions Mill report an extensive fire on Shepherds ridge. 

This is about 3 miles to the north of the sawmill and across the 
canyon. The fire has been b;irning for 2 weeks and has destroyed 25,000 
acres of timber. Active endeavors have been made by those in the 
vicinity to put out the fire but without success. It is presumed to 
have originated from camp fires of either hunters or herders, 

— S.P, Chronicle, Aug, 19 

Aug, IS, An extensive forest fire is reported to be raging 
about 60 miles to the west of here on the summit of the Coast Bange 
near Manson*s sawmill, A party who went up there .,,, about a wedc 
ago for the purpose of banting report that the fire was burning when 
they got there and had then destroyed a large tract of heavy tinber 
on Shepherds ridge just north across the canyon from Hanson’s mill 
and that. the fire was still raging when they left yesterday ,,,, The 
loss can be but vaguely estimated. The party place it at about 



25*000 acres of tiniber and in addition to this it has destroyed a 
great aonoiint of scrubby timber lining the sides of the moxintains 
as well as feed for stock .... Efforts have been made by those 
interested in that vicinity to extinguish the fire but without 
success, — S,E, Examiner, August 19* ISSJ 

1837 - Nevada County 

August 19. A forest fire burned two trestles of the Tosses 
lumber railroad in Little York township and did other damage today. 
It is now under control, — S,E* Examiner, August 20, 1887 

1887 - Shasta County 

August 23, The forest fires which have been raging so 
fiercely ani with such damaging effect in this vicinity (Shasta, 
Shasta County) all summer still continue to bum, Eor a while 
the fire was under control but during the last few days has broken 
out again and is now burning fiercely near the stage road north of 
this place. Between here and Trench Gulch and on Trinity Mountain, 
near Trinity Center the fires are doing great damage and causing 
inconvenience to travel, •— S.T, Chronicle, August 24 

August 23, Large forest fires have again broken out north 
of this place (Shasta) about ten miles and are burning fiercely,, 
Great daiaage is being done on Trinity Mountain near Trinity Center, 

— S,E, Examiner, August 24 


1887 - Sierra County " 

lJumerous forest fires are raging within a few miles of 
here (Sierra City), ' — S,E. Chronicle, Aug, 25 

Aug., 26, Much feeling is manifested in this part of the 
coxmty (Sierra City) against the sheep herders who it is believed 
start most of the forest fires raging through the mountains, 

— - S.F, Chronicle, Aug, 27 


1887 - Hevada County 

September 12, Indian springs and Penn and Pleasant Talleys 
were swept by fires yesterday and it was late before the flames 
were brought under control. Much fencing and a large area of 
pasturage was burned. The district burned is the finest farming 
part of this county, — S.T, Examiner, Sept, 13 

1887 - Yuba County 

Sept, 12, Word has just reached here (Marysville) that 
forest fires have been raging near Oregon House about 30 miles 



northeast of here, Por two days the fi^e has "been ■burning ‘bat is 
now Tinder control. Two houses, many miles of brush fence and a 
number of head of livestodc have been ‘binned, 

— S.P, Olironicle, Sept, l4 

lgS7 - Sonoma Ooiinty 

A damaging forest fire has been burning in the vicinity of 
Freestone some miles west of this city (Santa Bosa) since Monday,,,, 
Several miles of fencing have been destroyed. Peed and timber 
standing and cut have been destroyed,,,, •— S,P, Examiner, Sept, I 3 

Sept, l4, A damaging forest fire has been raging in the 
vicinity of Freestone some miles west of this city (Santa Rosa), 
Several miles of fencing, grain feed and timber standing and cut 
have been destroyed. The loss cannot be estimated, Q3ie fire this 
evening is under control, -- S,F. Chronicle, Sept, 15 

1887 - Hevada County 

Sept, 15 , A forest fire half a mile by a mile and a half 
in extent swept down on a supply caa^) near You Bet in Nevada County, 
The OoTinty bridge in the course of Erection near that point had a 
narrow escape, — S,F, Chronicle, Sept, 16 

1887 ■“ Santa Crus County 

Sept, 15 , The thermometer at noon today stood at 92® the 
hottest of the season (Santa Cruz), The heat was added to by the 
large fires which are raging in the forest near Soquel and Aptos, 

A forest fire near Morgan and Babadis mill this weeik: destroyed five 
private bridges. The fires are now under control, a large force 
of men having been fitting them. — S,F, Examiner, Sept, I 6 

1887 - Iferin Coxinty 

Sept, 17 . A fire of wide range is raging about the 
Chielano Valley, Marin Coimty, and is doing a great deal of damage 
by destroying fences and stock feed. The fire was started yesterday 
by Swift who was burning brush. It soon got away from him and is 
now widespread though a large gang of men fought it all night long, 

— S,F, Examiner, Sept, IS 

1887 - Nevada County 

Sept, 17 . Five great forest fires are now raging in this 
county. The damage is mostly confined to the timber and fencing. 

It is tiiought that one or more buildings have been -destroyed, 

— S,F, Examiner, Sept, IS 
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1287 - Nevada Oounty 

Sept* 20, A fire started in the forest near Horton* s Ranch, 
Penn Valley, and spread rapidly towards the north, the thick: dry 
grass and "brush affording an alundance of material for the flames 
to feed upon. When one, thinks a forest fire is put out it is 
generally most dangerous,^ tract "burned over is a"bout four miles 
long and three miles wicbe* Ihe principal loss is the dry feed and 
fencing, — S.P, Chronicle, Sept, 25 

1887 - Marin County 

Sept, 23 , .Forest fires in Marin County continued to burn. 
More than 2,000 acres of fine grain laud has been burned with 
several miles of fencing, — S.F. Examiner, Sept, 2h 

1887 - Santa Cruz County 

Oct, 7, Forest fires raged today in the rear of the Hugh 
Evans and Graukryer Ranches in Happy Valley about four miles from 
the city of Santa Cruz, As the wind was blowing strong the fire 
extended over quite an extent of land, — S.F, Chronicle, Oct, 8 

1887 - Alameda County 

Oct, 8, A forest fire broke out at 8:00 o'clodt this 
morning in Talomares .Canyon, The high wind caused it to spread 
rapidly and it swept throng the hills with great fury, destroying 
everything in its path. It burned to the Robbel Ranch several 
jmiles from where it started and great damage has been done, 

— S.F, Chronicle, Oct, 9 

1887 -» Hapa County 

Oct, 8, Five fires were burning in the inotuitains this 
afternoon and threatening great danger. Three mountains are 
burning tonight, one north of St, Helena and one west, bristly 
illuminatii^g the streets. The other is soiith from here (St, 

Helena) on Atlas Peak, which looks like a volcano, I.fach damage 
will be done by the fires* — S.F, Chronicle, 1887 

1887 -* Santa Cruz Ocmnty 

Oct, 10, The forest fires are now under control in the 
vicinity of Skyland, "but it is still raging near a box mill. One 
man lost his entire stock of box bolts and forty cords of wood, 

-- S.F, Chronicle, Oct, 11 

1887 - Sonoma County 

Oct, 10, A fire that originated on a ranch (near Santa 
Rosa) has travelled over a large area of country and destroyed 
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timber, vineyards, fencing and dwellii^ houses. The fire has come 
within eight miles of this city (Santa Rosa) and last night the 
mountains east of here were lurid with flames and this afternoon 
smoke settled in Santa Rosa Talley so densely that the sun was 
almost eclipsed, Rlames were travelling at the rate of a mile an 
hour. The Sonoma and Santa Rosa public roads have "been destroyed 
for several miles and communication between this city and Glenn 
Ellen is cut off. The fire is near a well enclosed improved section 
of the coxmtry. The heat is so intense that the fire fighters can- 
not get near the fire. One died this afternoon from heat while 
fighting the fire. — S.F, Chronicle, October 11 

1887 - San Mateo County 

Oct, 10, Our usual fall fires are burning near Bald Knob 
and Irish Ridge (near Half Moon Bay). Stables and slab piles have 
already been destroyed at the Eremont Mill, as well as the buildings 
on the Durham Ranch on Irish Ridge, Almost every. fall witnesses the 
destruction of thousands of dollars worth of timber and other property 
in this district from fires that are usually the result of careless- 
ness, — S.E. Chronicle, October 11 

1887 - Alameda County 

Oct, 10, The Paloma fires sv/ept with great rapidity through 
the hills extending beyond Mission San Jose, covering over 20,000 
acres. The damage cannot be estimated as the loss was mostly timber 
and pasture. Many succeeded in saving their dwellings by plowing 
around them and keeping watch night and day on the flames. The fire 
was started by a party burning brush in Paloma, res, 

— S.E. Chronicle, October 11 

Oct, 10, The Redwood Canyon fire due north of Hayward was 
burning east in the vicinity of Lake Chabot on Browns land, Pencing, 
340 acres of pasture and a great amount of timber were destroyed, 

— S.F, Chronicle, October 11 

1887 - Rapa County 

Oct, 11, A fire is now raging two miles east of the head of 
Rincon Valley on the St, Helena road. It started on a ranch ten 
miles to the east. It is not yet xmder control , but the winds have 
subsided. Last night the fire attacked the forest pine and travelled 
so rapidly that parties in the vicinity fled. This evening the fire’s 
course westward is checked and it is now burning near Culbert’s 
Ranch at the head of Wardwest Creek, 20,000 acres have been des- 
troyed, Bleak mountain sides mark the destruction work of the fire, 
Sijcteen persons lost heavily. Dwellings, bams, fences, hay, vine- 
yards, large quantities of cord wood besides vast amounts of timber 
and wood were consumed, — S.F, Chronicle, October 12 
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Oct, 11, Fires in the mountains east and west of St, 

Helena have been Tjaming over vast areas since Saturday (October 
11, Tuesday), The damage is great to fences, barns, vineyards, 
cabins, cord wood and standing timber on Howell Mountain, Ho 
estimate of the immense damage can be made, S.F, Chronicle, Oct, 12 

1387 Butte County 

Big fires are raging near ITirashew sixteen miles from Chico, 

A valuable timber belt has been burned over with a loss of $5*000 or 
$6,000, The fire is beyond control and will be allowed to bum out, 

— S,F, Chronicle, October 12 


1887 •* Sonoma County 

October 12, The fire in Los Guilicos Yalley (near Santa 
Bosa) is now under control, Ho fears are now entertained of further 
damage from the fire on Pine Mountain, as it is now burning feebly 
and under control, — S.P, Chronicle, October 13 , 

1887 - Sonoma. Alameda, San Mateo and Santa Cruz Counties 

October 12, For the past four days forest fires have been 
raging in Sonoma, Alameda, San l<Iateo and Santa Cruz Counties, In 
Alameda thirteen miles have swept clean. Several fine farms have , 
been consumed and the stock killed. In San Mateo several bridges', 
and shingle mills have been burned. In Santa Cruz two box mills 
have been destroyed, valuable farms have been swept out of exis- 
tence and thousands of cords of wood consumed. From Sonoma comes 
the worst report. The flames have travelled ten miles in the past 
twenty-foTor hours destroying everything in their path. Families 
are homeless and miles and miles of timber and vineyards are 
destroyed. Hundreds of men are fighting the fire. The loss will 
be immense, — S,F. Chronicle, October 13 

1887 - Amador County 

October I 3 . Several destructive forest fires have occurred 
near Jackson this we^. One five miles east from Jackson swept 
over from twenty to thirty square miles, threatening the towns of 
Pinegrove and Clinton, burning several bams, quantities of bay, 
fencing, farming implements and about 500 cords of wood, A fire 
between Sutter Creek and lone yesterday destroyed the Mt, Echo 
school house and devastated several miles of territory, 

— S,F. Chronicle, October l4 


1887 - Marin County 

October 19 , A big brush fire raged all the afternoon, a 
few miles northwest of San Rafael, A large area was burned over, 

S,F, Chronicle, October 20 


1887 - Sonoma County 


October 19, A fire at the head of Mark: West Oreeik ■bumed 
fiercely last night and was fon^t by the niG|^tain tenants whose 
homes were threatened. It swept thro-ugh thi§ canyon thick Tri.th . 
■underbnish and pine trees. Several men baTely escaped the fire. 
Fierce fires are also reported near Forest falley, 

— S.F, Ohronicle, October 20 

1887 - Sonoma and Hapa Counties 

October 19, Several large fires are burning in the 
mountains. There is a very heavy one near Mt, Jackson and one 
on the side of Mt, St, Helena in plain view of the town of Healds- 
burg, — S,F, Ohronicle, October 21 

1887 San Diego County 

October 21, Brush fires prevailed north and northwest of 
tiiis place (San Diego) on the 21st, Light smoke from fires burning 
in the mountains north and east of here (San Diego) overspread this 
region, -- Mont^y Weather Heview, 7ol, XV 

1887 - Los Angeles County 

October 22, Extensive fires have prevailed for several ’ 
days past in the Santa Monica Mountain range, destroying consider- 
able amoxmt of timber. Extensive fires are also reported in the 
San Bernardino Mountaijjs, On the 23rd an extensive brush fire was 
burning on the hills east of this city (Los Angeles), 

— Ifonthly Weather Heview, Vol, XT 


1887 - Sonoma County 

October 24, The Geyserville Hotel was saved from a forest 
fire by hard work. The fire came to within three miles of the 
hotel, but the wind changed and the fire was checked, 

— S,F, Chronicle 

October 24, The forest fires are still burning in this 
section (Santa Hosa). The fire at the head of Maife West Gre^ 
is still smoldering and at times it bums very bri^ly^ A sli^t 
wind rekindles the flames and causes much damage, 

-- S.F, Chronicle, October 25 


1887 - Humboldt County 

October 26, The most destructive fire thal has ever 
occurred here is raging between this place (Petrola) and Shelter 
Cove, a distance of thirty-five miles. Four miles inland, all 
vegetation is bumed, Reports state that numbers of live stock, 
dwellings, bams and fences are burning, ~ S.F, Chronicle, Oct, 27 



Igg? - Sonoma County 


Octo'ber 2g, A man just returned to Petaluma from the 
neighhorhood of the fires in the upper part of the Coxmty says 
in one gulch in the mountains he counted thirteen dead deer that 
had "been surrounded by fire and burned to death, 

— S.P, Chronicle, October 29 


Igg? - Plumas County 

October 2g, A fire has been raging in the mountains north 
of Spanish town and near the Spring Valley Company’s reservoir, 

A very dry northwest wind carried the flames wherever there was 
sufficient brush or grass to feed them, — S.P, Chronicle, Oct, 30 

Igg? ~ Homboldt County 

November 5* The sweeping fires which have been raging for 
over two weeks are now confined to the thidc forests. They ex- 
tended Inland in places for twenty miles. Travellers from Mendo- 
cino County relate that it is almost impossible to pass. High 
winds prevail. In places the fire swept with such rapidity that 
horses were unable to keep up with it. It is estimated that 
15,000 acres of grazing land and 35,000 acres of brush land were 
burned. Probable damage to the numerous stocOcmen is estimated 
at $ 15 , 000 , — S,P. Chronicle, November 6 

Igg? - Tuolumne County 

Late in the summer of IggJ over 10,000 acres of forest 
lands in the vicinity of Buchanan and Spring Culch was swept by 
a fire. It started near Buchanan and extended across Hunter Creek 
to the Seo, Ingalls ranch, — Edward Janess 

Igg? & Iggg »• San Diego County ' 

At least one-third of the land covered with brush, grass, 
and oak timber in the southern part of this County ha,s been burnt 
off by settlers within the past eighteen months, doing a great deal 
of damage, not only as regards pasturage, timber, and bees, but 
also decreasing the reservoirs of water, which the absence of brush 
will effect, to a certain extent, the same as timber. These fires 
are caused by careless settlers, who at the time only intend to 
bum a few acres of brush, but everything being vejy dry at the 
time the fire soon gets out of their control, and the result is 
the fire takes everything before it, I have seen these fires 
spread five miles square in a few da 5 ’’S, It is impossible to con- 
vict these parties without they are canght in the act, 

— Fred E, Lewis, 2nd biennial report California State 
Board of Forestry, Igg? - gg, page 22, 
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Igg? & 1888 ~ Plxuaas County 

Respecting forest fires, I have to' report that they have, 
during the past suiumer, and up to the present time, "been rather 
numerous in this quarter of the State, and some of them quite 
extensive in area, doing much damage. Around Big Meadows, Indian 
and American Valleys, and elsewhere in the County, fires have raged 
at intervals during the summer; and, though the damage is not very 
serious in any one locality, yet in the aggregate it is calamitous, 
Two summers ago a forest fire occurred in the Cherokee Minin g 
District, near Greenville, that . constuned a $5»000 quartz mill. 

Two of the most extensive and destructive fires in the timber 
adjacent to Indian Valley were t he result of lightning , one of 
the causes of fire on the tim'ber domain. Other causes are, 
presumahly, the carelessness of hunters and stockmen and, infer- 
entially, the woik of some of the sheep men who desire "better 
pasturage on the "burnt districts the following season, 

— G, D, Hines, 2nd 'biennial report California State 
Board of Forestry, page 23 , 


Iggg - San Bernardino County 

June 9 , The "brush is on fire in the mountains south of 
this city (Colton), — S,F, Chronicle, June 10 

lggg~ Kevada County 

July 24, Large forest fires are reported in the higher 
mountains, destroying valuable timber, — S.F. Chronicle, July 25 

Iggg; - Placer County 

July 30 , There are extensive fires in the woods and fields 
between here (Grass Valley) and Colfax on the line of the wagon 
road. Heavy losses in fences and timber, —S.F, Chronicle, July 3 I 

Iggg - Hevada County 

August 9» Two men had a fearful ejjperience last evening 
while driving home from a place known as You Bet, They ran the 
gauntlet of a hot fire for two miles on both sides of the road. 

Huge pines blazed and one place on their way was blocked by fallen 
trees. They had to assist in burning so as to get a roadway. The 
absence of wind is all that allowed them to get throng. Yesterday 
all of the timber east of Greenhorn Creek wa^s on fire. At Johnston 
an extensive shingle, mill is reported destroyed, — Morning 
Oregonian, August 10, This accoxmt verified by S.F, Chronicle, 
August 16 , 
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Iggg - Santa Cniz Co-gnty 


Another fearful fire scar is being printed on the beautiful 
Santa Crua momitains where disastrous conflagrations have come to 
be yearly occurrences of late. Each visitation denudes hundreds of 
acres of fine pine, redwood and tan bark oak of every vistage of 
green and leaves a blacLtened waste that is saddening to the eyes 
of beauty lovers and millmen in a country where timber is rapidly 
becoming scarce. The present fire broke out last Friday morning 
on the southerly ridge of Ben Lomond mountain, J. \T, Perry —— 
started a guard fire to assist him in getting rid of underbrush--, 

A breese sprang up and the dangerous agent escaped from control — 
sweeping everything between the summit of the ridge and the county 
road — armies of fire fighters were organized to give battle 
There were over 3^0 woodsmen and ranchers at work before dark Friday 

night , The range of the flames was usually half a mile square 

but for what seemed miles their track was marked by a bright glow 
where giant trees smouldered in coals hours after all blazing 
material had been consumed — , — S.F, Examiner, August l4 

August 15. For the past few days a fire has been raging 
on Ben Lomond, which is perhaps unequalled in the history of forest 
fires in this county. It started near Boulder Creek and spread up 
over the moimtain and is now running down the gulches leading from 
Ben Lomond, Yesterday it raged fiercely down the San Yiciente, 

About fifty men assisted in fighting the flames. The work of the 
fire fighters has been of little avail except to save some farm 
property. It is probable that it will run down Scott's Creek, 
Immense damage has been done and the end cannot be foretold, 

— S.F, Chronicle, August 16 


Iggg - ITevada County 

Dr, Jones and R, H. Snik had a fearful experience last 
evening while driving home (Nevada City) from You Bet, They ran 
a gauntlet of hot fire two miles on both sides of the roa.d. Huge 
fires blazed and one place on their way was so blocked by fallen 
trees that they had to assist them to bum to get a roadway ,,,, 
All the timber east of Greenhorn Creek is on fire. At Johnston 
an extensive shingle mill is reported destroyed. 

— S.F, Examiner, August 16 


Iggg »« Sonoma and Santa Clara Counties 


August 25, The northern and eastern portions of the valley 
are enveloped in smoke caused by the forest fires in Sonoma County, 
A report says that Los Gatos, where fires raged to a great extent 
last year, is again in danger. Another fire is reported in the 
vicinity of Healdsburg, — S.F. Chronicle, August 26 
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IggS - Shasta County 


August 25« Forest fires* plainly visible from Cottonwood, 
are raging in the mo\mtains thirty railes east of this town, 

S.F, Claronicle, August 26 

Iggg - Butte and Glenn Oounties 

August 2S, Destructive forest fires are raging in the 
mountains of Butte and Glenn Oounties and considerable damage to 
property has resulted. Among other things the Hasty Sawmill was 
destroyed, A man was arrested for setting forest fires near a 
sawmill. Forty men worked two days and one night to put out the 
blaze, — S.F, Chronicle, August 29 

18gg »• Los Angeles County 

August, Extensive fires prevailed at Anaheim in the upper 
Santa Ana Valley and below Horwalk on the 13th, Smoke from large 
mountain fires was observed over the Sierra Madre Range northeast 
of this city on the 22nd and 23rd, — Monthly Weather Review, p, 2CE 

Iggg - ggolumne County 

About September Iggg a fire started near Empire Mill and 
burned up towards Cold Springs, About 1500 acres were burned, 

A lumberman (B, F, Way) is said to have caused the fire in burning 

a log out of the road, — Edward jiness 

«• 

Iggg - Los Angeles County 

One man lost his life in a grass fire in San Fernando, 

— S.F, Chronicle, September 3 

September 7» A large fire was reported in the Little Santa 
Anita Canyon east of Sierra Madre, — Monthly Weather Review 

Iggg - Santa Clara County 

September 11, A fire has swept over several sections of 
land in the west range nine miles from Gilroy destroying much 
fencing and two or three baims of hay. Settlers are fighting 

the huge breastworks of fire near I<hirphey's Canyon 

— S.F, Examiner, September 12 

Iggg - Santa Cruz and Santa Clara Counties 

October 22, Mountain fires north of this city (Santa 
Cruz) are doing much damage to the woods. Much timber has been 
burned and the flames are spreading rapidly. lEhe station house 



at Wrights, Santa Clara County, and the bridge of the Southern 
Pacific R,E. had a narrow escape, — S,P, Chronicle, October 23 

Iggg - Alameda County 

October 22, A destructive fire is now raging in the hills 
five miles northeast of here (Hayward). It leaped the canyon 500 
feet. Ranchers have burned around their houses, 

— S,F. Chronicle, October 23 


Iggg - Santa Clara County 

October 22, A mountain fire a few miles west of here 
(Cilroy) yesterday morning burned over a large acreage of chapar- 
ral, doing no material damage. Carelessness of hunters was the 
cause, — S.F, Chronicle, October 23 

ISgg - Santa Cruz County 

October 23 , Fires are raging north of Santa Cruz at the 
head of Glenn Canyon, near Scott Valley, on Blacfcbum Gulch, near 
Doughertys Mill and south of Caseys, Great damage has been done 
to fruit ranches and wheat and in the Santa Cruz Mountains some 
of the largest redwoods have been burned, 

— S,F, Chronicle, October 24 

Iggg - Santa Cruz and San Joaquin Counties 

October 24, Reports show that forest fires raged in Santa 
Cruz and San Joaquin Counties and that great damage was done to 
the fruit ranches and vdieat, Monthly Weather Review 

Iggg - Calaveras County 

There have been about four fires which did considerable 
damage to limited localities in destroying raining ditch flumes, 
and in one case burned up about two thousand cords of wood, but 
they were soon mastered and extinguished. The most of our fires 
are che^rgeahle to accident while men are out hunting, and care- 
lessness in lighting pipes and dropping fire in the dry grass, 

— A, H, Coulter, Special Agent, State Board of Forestry, 

Second biennial report, 

Iggg - San Bernardino County 

I would say to the State Board of Forestry that I have 
done all in my power to keep down fires, and I have succeeded in 
keeping sheep off of the most of the State and Government land in 
and about Bear Valley, one of the finest timbered and watered 
districts in the mountains, by placing friends of mine on timber 
claims in various places throu^ the moxintains, so that sheep 


coiald not get in without infringing on their claims, and "by so 
doing have kept the mountains almost free of fires, as the sheep 
men are the cause of nine-tenths of the fires in the moimtains, 
— Gas Knight, Special Agent, second biennial report, 
State Board of Forestry 


iSSg - Sierra Gorin ty 

We witnessed last season a fire in Sierra County which, 
raging for several days, laid bare 2,000 acres of very valuable 
timber and of course killed the young trees, 

— Second biennial report, California State Board of 
Forestry, page 129 


Iggg - l*uolT3iDne County 

There can be no doubt that sheep are a curse to the State; 
they penetrate everywhere, destroy the roots and seeds of the 
grasses, in traveling over the hills they keep the rocks and earth 
moving, destroying vegetation and denuding the hills of their soil, 
and are the cause of more fires than anything else, 

— J, P. Dart, Special Agent, State Board of Forestry, 

second biennial report State Board of Forestry, 

Iggg - Sierra ITevada Mountains 


The fires have been set in years nast by Indians to drive 
or herd their game, Sheepherders set many fires wantonly, also 
cacipers, and travelers generally. Railroad engines occasionally 
fire the dry leaves and weeds along their lines, which escape to 
the woods, but generally much vigilance is used on the part of 
woifemen to prevent sUch accidents. Rarely lightning ignites a 
tree, at least certain forest fires are reported to be caused by 
lightning. As the timber lands pass into the possession of private 
individuals the owners generally maJre some effort to protect the 
forest. While the title remains in the Government no one seems 
to care if the forests do bum over. In certain localities fires 
were very destructive over large areas in the year ISSJ. lu one 
place several sections (mile-square plats) were burned by a single 
fire in one night. Seven or eight years ago a fire that started 
near Verdi, Nevada, from a sheep canp, moved westward for several 
weeks, destroying over seven thousand acres of excellent timber. 

The most disastrous fires, from a forest point of view, 
are unquestionably those started by the sheepherders who drive 
their flocks into the higher regions of the Sierras to feed 
during the summer months. These men, ignorant and shiftless, 
as a rule, do not comprehend the magnitude of the injury inflicted 
upon forests by fire, and looking upon our vast moimtain ranges 
as "no man’s land," think that it does not matter in the least 
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how they treat them, A great many of these herders, especially 
those who return year after year to the same grazing regions, 
aet fire to the undergrowth upon leaving in the fall, so as to 
ingirove the herbage of the following spring and summer, , . , , 

In the Sierras, the largest and most destructive fires occur 
almost invariably in those regions used for pasture, fires 
occur more or less frequently near habitations, caused by the 
carelessness of settlers in clearing land and allowing their 
brush fires to get beyond their control and escape into the 
surrounding forest; but they form but a small percentage of the 
total number. Hunters, and especially Indian hunters, are 
blamed for many fires, but they are probably not guilty of 
more than 20 per cent of the charges made against them, and 
each year sees even this small percentage lessened,,,. Team- 
sters freighting over mountain roads are occasionally the cause 
of fires, eitlier by neglecting to extinguish a camp fire before 
leaving a camping place, or by setting fire to a windfall which 
has toppled across the road, from which the underbrush ignites 
and starts a forest fire, — Second biennial report 

California State Board of forestry, 1SS7-8S, pages 124, 154 
and 155 » 

During the summer months extensive forest fires prevailed 
throughout the mountain regions. It is true, some of these are 
unavoidable, but the vast majority are the result of negligence 
and carelessness, and their originators shoiild be pronptly prose- 
cuted when discovered. The most destructive fires tint I have 
ever witnessed were set by sheep men, for the purpose of removing 
chaparral and undergrowth, in order that a crop of grass might 
result the next season. It is evidently useless to prosecute 
those whom we believe responsible for the fires, unless they are 
directly caught in the act. To watch and detect violations of 
the law would require a large force of patrols, a costly and at 
present impossible undertalcing. As these ranges are mostly on 
unentered and unsurveyed Governinent lands, a cheaper and more 
effective method of procedure would be to secure the passage of 
an Act of Congress prohibiting the use of these lands for such 
purposes. It would then be a comparatively easy task to remove 
from those regions this nomadic and irresponsible class of men. 
Another important source of fires arises from the annual attempts 
to clear off land, fire being resorted to as the most effective 
and economical method. The favorite time for clearing land is 
during the fall months of the year, when the grass and brush 
will readily burn. The danger from such fires prevails in 
California to a much greater extent during our prolonged dry 
season, as all vegetation is then highly inflammable, and the 
difficulty of controlling fires is thereby greatly increased, I 
have seen large area.s of territory completely devastated by fire, 
the result of some careless settler's attest to clear his land 
for cultivation, I have seen hundreds of acres of valuable timber 
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■falacfeened and scorched on the mountain sides, standing there as 
monuments to a reckless and improvident people, — Edward L, 
Collins, Special Agent, State Board of Eorestry, Second Biennial 
Eeport, State Board of Forestry, pages 47 and 4g. 

1888 San Mateo County 

To illustrate the difficulties in the way of securing con- 
victions, I will refer to the case of The People vs, Eohert Gordon, 
which was tried in San Mateo County during the early part of this 
year. The defendant, Gordon, was seen to start a fire in the hrusl^ 
and then abandon it. The fire rapidly spread, until it had des- 
troyed several thousands of acres of valuable redwood timber. All 
the circumstances connected with the case went to show that the 
fire was started for purposes of retaliation. Upon trial the Jury 
were convinced that Gordon was guilty, but acquitted him on the 
ground that if convicted it would take all of his property to pay 
the fine. This, the Jury considered, would work too great a hard- 
ship on the man, — Second Biennial Report, State Board of 

Forestry, 

1889 - Soaoma County 

July 3, A forest fire is raging on Cobb Ut, near the 
Geysers, The flames are visible from the city (Healdsburg) . 

— S.F. Chronicle, July 4 


1889 - Eevada County 

July 6, Extensive forest fires are raging in the splendid 
timber two miles southeast of town (Gra.ss Valley). Fences have 
been burned and buildings are in danger, — S.F. Chronicle, July 7 

1889 - Santa Barbara County 

July 29 , Field fires have been burning in the foothills 
back of Santa Barbara, Twelve buildings, a number of bams and 
a number of horses and cattle have been destroyed. Loss $50,000, 

— S.F. Chronicle 

1889 - San Diego County 

July 29 , Forest fires have been raging in the San Jacinto 
and San Ysabel Mountains in San' Diego County, The territory burned 
over is completely stripped. People are taking all precautions to 
protect crops, — Morning Oregonian 
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1889 - Batte Oo-unty 


July 29, Forest fires are raging on the Humboldt Road 
eighteen miles from this place (Chico), The fire ha,s burned over 
a distance of four miles in length and has destroyed much valuable 
timber, — Monthly Weather Review, page 188 

1889 "* San Diego County 

July 29, People coming in from the mountains report great 
dama^ from fires. Many miles of country have been burned over, . 

The fire started near Eamea Friday and is still (tfonday) burning. 
Deputy Constable Wilier says that the buggy in which he came to 
the city (San Diego) was so blistered while on the Itissy road that 
the paint is ruined. The fires are making the weather in the inland 
almost intolerable and the farmers are having great difficulty in 
saving their crops, — S,F. Examiner, July 30$ 1889 

1889 - Butte County 

July 29, Large forest fires are raging 18 miles from 
Chico on the Humboldt road. The burned district is four miles 
in length. The fire is sfeeping everything before it, J,!ach valu- 
able timber has been destroyed. Residents near the place are 
fighting the fire and’ expect to get it under control today, 

S,F, Examiner, July 3I 

1889 - Sierra County 

■{^ 

July 30, Large forest fires are raging in this section 
(Sierra City), The hot spell is something remarkable. Water for 
mining is getting short, — S.F. Examiner, July 31 

July 30, Large forest fires are raging in this section 
(Sierra City), — S.F, Chronicle, July 31 

1889 ~ Lassen County 

July 31. Forest fires have been burning for the last two 
months to the north and west of this city doing considerable damage 
to stock ranges and timber land, — T,B, Sanders, Monthly Weather 

Review, page 188, 


1889 - Butte County 

August 1, A special agent of the Ceneral Land Office has 
been in Chico investigating the large forest fires near here (Chico), 
Several sections have burned over, destroying a large quantity of 
valuable timber. It is iiipossible to learn the origin of the fire, 
but it is supposed to have been started by careless campers, 

— S.F, Chronicle, August 2 



Iggq - Mariposa Co-gnty 

Au^st g* There was a fire on the Big Trees road within 
a mile of Wawona, which was kindled inside the historic sugar pine. 
The tree was saved. An area of several acres was hurned over. 
There was positive evidence that the origin was incendiary, 

— S,F, Chronicle, August 10 


Iggq -» Sonoma County 

August 9, In the recent forest fire in the northwestern 
portion of this county one person lost 45,000 posts and 200 cords 
of wood. Another house was humed with all its contents. His 
loss is estimated at $g,000, — S,?. Chronicle, August 10 

Iggq - Placer County 

A brush fire in. the Sierra Nevadas at 2 o’clodc this after- 
noon ignited the snowsheds between Cascade and Cisco station 
The fire train succeeded in controlling the flames ,,,, Three miles 
of shed including the Cascade telegraph office totally destroyed. 

About a mile of track was damaged ,,,. will have to be relaid ,,,. 

~ S,P, Examiner, August 10 

Iggq - Ifexinosa County 

There is another fire west of the grove (Wawona), the origin 
of which is ■undoubtedly incendiary, A working force has been sent 
equipped to camp with It, — S,E, Examiner, August 11 

Iggq - northern and Eastern Counties 

Great forest fires are raging in the northern and eastern 
counties, — S.J. Exaiidner, August 11 

Iggq ~ Iferiposa County 

August 12, Tbe fire near the Big Tree Grove (Wawona) is 
•under control, Eeinforcements and a strong force of men camped 
with it and formed a night patrol, — S,F, Examiner, August 13 

Iggq - Butte County 

August 13, Brush fires are burning in many places near 
town (Orcville), This afternoon it swept over the cemetery destroy- 
ing woodwork and shrubbery on the ground. The fire is still burning 
but a large force of men are fighting it. Ifcich damage is already 
done* This town is in no danger -unless high winds come up, 

— S.E, Examiner, August Ig 



1889 «• Butte and Yuba Gountles 

August 13 * fires wMch are raging in the vidaity of 

Bangor are somethin fearful. They coomenced in Yuha County and 
humed steadily three days sweeping everything, orchards, houses, 
hams, fences, trees and so forth, A stretch of country ten miles 
long and two and one-half miles wide is a charred mass, 

— S.P, Chronicle, August 21 


1889 - Tehama County 

August l4. About 4,000 acres of timber land was hurned 
over hy a fire near Hunters, Tehama County, The origin of the 
fire was due to carelessness with a camp fire. One man could 
have suppressed the fire in a few hours during the first few days, 

— Alva Tracy 


1889 - San Diego County 

August 15, Yesterday morning a fire started in Cajon 
Valley from a point on the Cayuma railroad near Cowles station 
and hurned over a strip of country 10 miles long and ranging from 
one lialf to one mile in width. The fire< hurned very rapidly ,,,, 

— S.J. Examiner, August I 6 

' 1889 - Los Angeles County 

August 15 * There is a large brush fire in the Arroyo 
Seco burning at Garvanza four miles south of this city (Pasadena). 
Two Santa Pe railroad bridges and a, wagon bridge are in close 
proximity to the fire and it is reported that they can not be 
saved, — S.F. Examiner, August lb 

1889 - Mountain Country from British Columbia to Mexico 

Prom Missoula Daily Gazette - August 16 , 1889 s 

The Mountain Country from British Columbia to Mexico 
all in a blaze, 

St, Paul specials There is a little hinting in the 
smiling exterior of these beautiful summer months of the fearful 
devastation that is going on throughout our Western territory. 

If fire or flood were to consume daily, in our thickly settled 
states, property to the amount of hundreds of thousands, and if 
this loss were continuous and the cause of it beyond check, it 
would be the prevailing sensation. Yet destruction on that 
gigantic scale is taking place daily, and we are powerless to 
apply a remedy. Prom the northemwst boundary of British Columbia 
to the Mexican line, the broken mountan region is all in a blaze, 
Porest fires are always frequent at this season, but they have 
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seldom 1)66X1 known of such vast extent and such disastrous quality 
as of the present year, Prom the eastern line of the Rocskies to 
the Pacific coast stretches our one great remaining timber reserve. 
The flanlcs and shoulders of our mountain heights are covered, and 
the valleys between them filled with dense vraodland growths which 
become, on the western slope, the famous forests of the Pacific, 
There is a timber supply here for generations to come. There are 
untold millions of wealth in these boundless expanses of unbroken 
woodland. And it is these resources for the future and these 
previous stores of wealth that are now being wasted daily by a 
tremendous devastation. 

The latter part of the dry season upon the Pacific slope 
is always marked by forest fires more or less extensive. The 
entire absence of rain over long periods presents a predisposing 
condition. Every year the forest fire leaves its marks upon the 
timber growths of the Rockies, But this year its destruction is 
unparalleled. To the north, almost the entire extent of that 
vast mountain sea which, under different names is included within 
the Rocky system, is alight, Eor hundreds of miles the tra,veler 
finds the near mountain shut from his view by a heavy smoke-pall, 
and runs for hours between ma.sses of tree trunks scarred and still 
smoldering. At short intervals he comes upon the grander spectacle 
of the flame in all its fury blazing fiercely to the heavens, send- 
ing its writhing fire serpents climbing quickly to the summits of 
lofty pines, and running from point to point, and from thicket 
to thicket with a force and rapidity that seems to make resistance 
hopeless. The same spectacle meets him everywhere. The heights 
of the coast range are fire crowned. The wooded valleys of Cali- 
fornia are ablaze, Montana and Idaho are like great cha,rcoal pits. 
The heights of Colorado axe brilliant with flame. Millions of 
acres of the finest .timber have already been destroyed within our 
boundaries. Millions more mast fall before the autumn rains, still 
months distant, can quell the mighty destroyer. 

It is time that we set about protecting against this annual 
conflagration our remainixxg woodlands. It can be done only by 
unceasing vigilance on the part of local comraunities. It is im- 
possible to prevent fires from starting, for they are due not only 
to the carelessness of the hunter and tourist, but the locomotive 
as well. Any passing train may start a fire center destined to 
cover thousands of miles, .But a reasonable supervision along 
railway lines and routes of orginary travel, would keep the mis- 
chief within ordinary limits. You can do nothing with a great 
mountain which is all ablaze. But you can set a limit to the 
area which such a conflagration is permitted to conquer. These 
new co mm anities have been both indifferent and unequal to the task 
thus far. But they are losing rapidly one of their most precious 
possessions. Unless something is done a vast blackened belt will 
soon cover the western country from Canada to Mexico, marking the 



septilcher of a mighty national resoxixce. It is time that the States 
of the Northwest and- the csoTintry talce measures to preserve their 
forests from a destroyer whose ravages are becomiiiu ea<di year more 
serious and more irresistible. 


Iggg -Los Angeles County 

August l6. Extensive forest fires prevailed on the hills 
east of this city (Los Angeles) during the day, 

— Monthly Weather Review, page 219 


1889 «■ Butte County 

Brush fires on the lava beds near town (Oroville) Saturday 
destroyed timber and fencing valued at $1000 also all the fences and 
wood structures in the Protestant and Catholic cemeteries worth 
probably $1000, — S.P, Examiner, August 19 

1889 " Sonoma County 


August 19, A fire broke out in the Sonoma mountains about 
noon today and did considerable damage before it could be extinguished, 

— S,!", Examiner, August 21 


1889 - Butte County 

A special from Oroville to the Evening Bee (Sacramento) says, 
a corre^ondent writes from Bangor, Butte County, ,,,, that the forest 
fires raging in that ^vicinity are something fearful, The fire cont- 
menced burning last !Puesday in Tuba County and burned steadily for 
three days sweeping everything before it, rushing madly over farn^, 
through orchards and licking houses, bams, fences and trees down 
like so; much dry grass ,,,, A strip of countzy ten miles long and 
two and one half miles wide is one blackened and charred mass. By 
the greatest exertion of men from Moor's Station and from Bangor 
and Challenge Mills the fire was at last suppressed and the village 
of Bangor and leaches Lumber Plume was saved from ruin. This has 
been a remarkable season for forest fires, They have been raging 
for the last two months all over the country, 

~ S.P, Examiner, August 21 


1889 -» Plumas County 

September, A fire burned over an area extending from Last 
Chance Valley to Genesee Valley, a distance of about forty miles. 

The fire was fifteen miles in width. The origin of the fire was 
due to carelessness with a cango fire, — M, Guidici 

1889 - Sonoma County 

September 2, Heavy damage was caused to timber claim holders 
by forest fires in the Guemville lumber district, 

— S.E. Chronicle, September 3 
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1889 - Hevada OoTonty 


September 2, A forest fire occurred east of the Sisiire Kine 
near Grass Valley, — S,?. Chronicle, September 3 

1889 •“ Solano County 

September 2, A fire started in the canyon about foirr miles 
from Vacaville today and biirned over a large stretch of territory, 
iluch valuable timber has been destroyed, A large force of men are 
at work fighting the fire, — Morning Oregonian, September 3 

1889 - Hevada County 

September 3» Great forest fires are burning on three sides 
of the city (Grass Valley) but several miles out. Much fencing and 
valuable timber have been destroyed, Today the sun is obscured by 
smoke and fires are reported from half a dozen points. Not a few 
fires have their origin in malice and farmers have adopted the 
shot gun policy, — S,?. Examiner, September 4 

1889 - Fresno County 

Further complaint of the wholesale destruction of the 
timbered forest by sheep herders ,,,, throughout the state are being 
made every day, G, M. Dabney of Fresno arrived in the city yesterday 
for the purpose of mslcing Icaown the damage done to the mountain forests 
of that section of the country by the herders having in charge the 
roving bands of sheep in search of feed ,,,, He says the sheepmen 
come up into the mountains ,,,. td procure feed for their sheep. 

After they have cleaned up the pasture they go dov/n to the valley 
again leaving the forest behind them on fire, trees falling and 
blocking up the traAls behind them , , . , On a part of the land of 
the Emma Nevada. Mill site I counted over 2,000 burned and fallen 
trees , , , , The old trail between the Northf ork mining district and 
bishop Creek was covered with fire and fallen trees until a few 
days ago when a heavy rain extinguished the blaze. Men arriving 
from the North Fork of the San Joaquin state that from Snow Canyon 
to the river the whole country had been set on fire by the sheep 
herders,,.. The burning of tlxese forests by the herders is the 
greatest calamity of the state ,,,, The North and South Forks of 
the great tributaries of the San Joaquin river in a few years will 
be dry. The snow has disappeared from the west side of the Minarets, 

In previous years these snow banks a mile long and 40 feet deep were 
perpetual. The streams from this great watershed are today lower than 
they have been for 30 years. There seems to be a combination of sheep- 
men, mostly Portuguese, who pay no taxes, have no homes, defy our 
laws and who say they do not understand English to burn these mag- 
nificent forests as they go along. Every year they start fires as 
they leave the mountain forests for the purpose of cleaning them 
out and preparing fresh pasturage for the next year. The weight 



of the fresh snow coming on fells the half humecL trees and the 
sheepmen set fire to them as they lie on the ground thus horning 
the young shoots springing up. The consequence is the destruc- 
tion of the great forests and the drying up of the water shed. 

If the Board of Torestry have subagents throughout the State to 
prevent forest fires why don’t they send men of intelligence to 
follow the sheepman. My suggestion is for the people at large 
in Fresno County to commence suit for $50,000 against every sheep 
owner and hang the Portuguese herders as they arrive from the 
mountains in Fresno Flats, Madera and Fresno City, The coming 
year 1890 freshets may he expected in the San Joaquin, It is 
said that no agency except Forests can hold hack the rains in 
the mountains, — S.F, Examiner, September 5 

1889 - California 

September 5* agents of the State Board of Forestry 

have been investigating the prevalence of forest fires in Cali- 
fornia, but have not discovered the supposed incendiary. The 
evidence secured, however, points strongly towards sheep herders 
as the wrongdoers, but no positive information has been found 
regarding the guilty person, — Homing Oregonian, September 6 

1889 - Placer County 

September 12, A fire has been raging in the mountains 
near Cascade for three or four days. The railroad men have been 
fitting it with two fire trams but this morning it got beyond 
their control and burned 200 feet of the bridge of Deep Gulch 
about three fourths of a mile west of Cascade, It is also 
burning in the snow sheds,,,, — S.F, Examiner, September 13 

1889 - Eevada County 

September 13. Forest fires have been raging in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains in Nevada County for several days. The Central 
Pacific Railroad bridge at the upper Cascade was destroyed yester- 
day together with a mile of snowsheds. Overland passengers are 
being transported across the canyon. — S.F, Clironicle, Sept, l4 

1889 - San Mateo County 

September 13 to 20, Tlie most terrible forest fire in many 
years raged for several weeks in the southwestern part of San Mateo 
Go^mty, It commenced in the vicinity of San Andreas Lalce, burning 
several houses and several hundred acres of land. At intervals 
during the ten day period the fire broke out several times. On 
the 23rd a fire started from a spark from a sscwmill in the coast 
range mountains southwest of Belmont, San Mateo County and spread 
rgpidly in the redwood timber. On the 24th of the month it again 
threatened the mill, consuming 2,000 feet of lumber and the com- 
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pajiy’s offices. It destroyed residences, school houses, hams 
and approximately 10,000 acres of land were homed over, A 
large numher of men fought the fire day and night to prevent its 
spread as ranch as possible. Considerable damage was done to the 
Spring Valley Water Company's property, 10,000 feet of flume 
having been horned. The origin of the first fire was reported 
to have been due to hunters, 

— S.F, Chronicle, Sept, 25, 26 and 2g 

September l6. Fire brolce out in the grass and brush of 
the San Andreas Valley near the lakes of the Spring Valley Water 
Co, on Sunday, It started at several different points and sjaread 
forming two large fires; one being located in the valley on the 
ridge between San Andreas Lake and the new Crystal Spring Lake 
while the other burned over the ridges on the west of San Andreas 
Lake, Tiie fire between the lakes has burned about 6,000 feet of 
flume belonging to the water coa^any and also a house and two 
stables on the Drinkhouse ranch , , , , Men have been fighting the 
flames since Sunday Morning ,,,, The fire is supposed to ha.ve 
originated from the cacap fires and guns of hunters ,,,, 

— S,F, Examiner, September 17 

September 17, The fires though still burning fiercely • 
in the hills are reported to be well under control and no further 
serious damage is now anticipated. The hills for miles around are 
blackened ,,,, The advance of the fire toward San Mateo was checked 
early and yesterday all the available men were engaged in fighting 
it away from Spanishtown and the redwood forest. The line of fire 
today was about six miles from San Mateo and 40 men were battling 
to keep it back. There has been no wind and the fire does not 
advance rapidly. There is no timber in the burned country but 
the brush inalces a hot fire and the blazing dry grass lights up 
the hills at night as bright as day , , , , 

• — S,F, Examiner, September IS 


18S9 - San Bernardino County 

September l6. Forest fires have been prevailing here for 
two days. The mountains on the north in a dozen places are ablaze 
and it is feared much valuable timber will be destroyed. Already 
considerable damage has been done in the valley, 

— S.F, Examiner, September 17 

1S89 - Ventura and Los Angeles Counties 

September l6. Today has been the hottest day of the season, 
the hottest recorded temperature being 103® (Los Angeles), This is 
largely due to burning brush and weeds in the vicinity. Passengers 
from the north report patches of fire along the Santa Barbara branch 
of the Southern Pacific from Saticoy to Sanger and along the main 
line as far south as San Fernando, — S,F. Examiner, Sept, 17 
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Igg9 - Santa BarTaara County 

Septeniber l6, A large mountain fire has been raging today 
on the mountains about ten miles north of this city (Santa Barbara) 
It is not known yet whether any damage has been done beyond burning 
timber undergrowth and grass, — S.J. Examiner, September IJ 

1889 •“ Sierra County 

September 17* Reports today from Eorest City say that the 
town is endangered by fire in the woods which at last account are 
burning within a few hundred feet of the town, , . . Forest fires have 
been raging since the 6th instant on the ridge between North Bloomy- 
field and Graniteville in this county and have swept over several 
thousand acres of woodland and destroyed mach timber and fencing. 
Some small buildings have also been destroyed. It is now spreading 
towards Bloody Sun where the trees and undergrowth are exceedingly 
dense. Since yesterday the fire that originated at Chalk Bluff 
has swept two miles in a northwesterly direction and much alam 
for the town of You Bet is felt. The citizens of Red Bog saved 
their little town by back fires, -- S,F. Examiner, September 18 

1889 - Nevada County 

September IJ. A forest fire at You Bet, Nevada County, 
last night was the worst ever seen in the mountains. The flames 
ran up the tops of the tallest pines. The flumes in the great 
water canals are in danger, Man are tiying to get it under 
control hy bade firing, S,F. Chronicle, September IS 

1889 - Nevada County 

September 17. This morning a barn and a ton of h^, a 
wagon shed and wagons on a farm in Nevada County were burned 
owing to forest fires, — S.F, Chronicle, September IS 

1889 - San Bernardino County 

September 17, The bush fires a,re still raging nine miles 
from San Bernardino, Nine houses and several hay stacks have been 
burned thus far. -- S.F. Chronicle, September IS 

1889 - Sierra and Nevada Counties 


September 17* Reports from Sierra City, Sierra County, 
state that the town is endangered. by fire in the woods, which 
was burning within a few hundred feet of the town, necessitating 
many families and mining oonipanies to move property out of town, 

A forest fire has been raging since the 6th of September 
on the ridge between north Bloomfield and Graniteville, Nevada 
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Co-unty, and has swept over several thousand acres of woodland and 
destroyed much timher and fencing and small huildings. It is now 
spreading toward Bloody Run where the trees and undergrowth are 
exceedingly dense. 

Since yesterday the fire tiat originated at Chalk Bluff has 
spread two miles in a northwesterly direction, The citizens saved 
their little town hy hack firing, — S,F. Glironicle, Sept, IS 

1S89 - Sonoma County 

The mountain ranges southwest of Sonoma are on fire. The 
flames leaped over on this side last night illuminating the skies 
brightly ,,,, The damage will he considerable to pasture and 
timber ,,,, Eie farmers of that section sent to town for help and 
a body of men went out to fight the fire, 

— S.i'. Examiner, September IJ 


1889 - Santa Clara County 

A fire is raging in the woodland heights west of Gilroy, 
It has already done considerable damage to Trumbleys and other 
ranches and destroyed bridges on the public roads. It is fast 
advancing from Glen Riddel over the hill to Mount Madonna, A 
squad of men started from Miller’s ranch tonight to check its 
progress. Early this morning the fire was dangerously close to 
groves of valuable redwood ,,,, The fire was started by quail 
hunters, — S,E. Examiner, Septenber 17 

1889 "• Santa Cruz County 

September 17, The forest fire near this place (Santa 
Cruz) is spreading rapidly though every effort is being made to 
check it. It is approaching the Glenwood Liimber CoE^any’s saw- 
mill, The railroad buildings are out of danger, 

— S,P, Examiner, September IS 

1889 - San Bernardino County 

September I 7 , The brush fires are still raging on the 
prairie 9 niiles from town (San Bemartlino), Nine houses and 
several hay stacks have been burned thus far but no further 
damage is apprehended, — S,E. Examiner, September IS 

September I7, The forest fires continue in many parts 
of the county but seem to be abating. Scattering reports come 
in of houses and bams being burned and much grain that was 
thrashed and piled in the field in sacks. The fire is now in 
the eastern part of the county on the Sind and Las Pasas ranches 
and doing much damage. Conservative estimates place the loss at 
over $ 50 , 000 , — S.E, Examiner, September IS 
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1889 - Sonoroa Oounty 


September 17 . Forest fires in the surro\tndlng moimtains 
(Santa Rosa) have made the weather almost unhe arable. 

— SoR, Snaminer, Sepiomber IS 


1889 - Sierra Ootmty 

September IS, A forest fire has been raging in the 
mountains surrounding this place (Forest City) for two days, the 
town having had a narrow escape. Ho serious damage has been 6.one 
except two miles of flume belonging to the Bald Mountain Extension 
Company being burned. The fire is now under control unless a liigh 
wind springs up no damage is apprehended, 

-- S,?. Examiner, September 19 

September IS, Downieville continues enveloped in smoke. 
There was a narrow escape of the Forest City Extension Ruby build- 
ings, The fires are somewhat under control after hard fighting 
day and night. The battle still rages and water is very scarce 
in the mountains, — S.F. Examiner, September 19 

1889 - Hevada and Sierra Cotmties 

September IS, There was a forest fire in Little York 
township this afternoon but it was gotten under control. The 
Bloody Sun fire is raging unabated but no improved properties 
are endangered. The atmosphere all through the middle foot hills 
of this county are so laden with smoke that one caii not see more 
than half a mile in *any direction, — 3.F. Examiner, September 19 

1889 ~ Mendocino County 

September IS, 'While no forest fires are loiown to be 
raging in this vicinity (Ekiah) so dense is the swlce in the 
Valley that objects are not visible short distances away. The 
sun looks like a globe of copper, — S,F. Examiner, September 19 

1889 - Sierra County 

September IS, A forest fire has been raging in the 
mountains surrounding Forest for two days, the town liaving a 
narrow escape. Two miles of flurae belonging to Ba-ld Mountain 
Gold Mining Coicroany was burned, ' — S.F, Chronicle, September 19 

1889 - Sierra County 

September IS, Lownieville continues enveloped in smoke. 
There was a narrow ©scape for the Forest City and Extension Ruby 
buildings. The fires are somewhat under control after hard fight- 
ing day and night. The battle still rages and water is very scarce 
in the mountains, — S.F, Chronicle, September 19 


— 108 — 


1889 UTevada Oounty 


September IS, This afternoon the forest fire in Little 
York towiship was checked. The Bloody Rtm fire is still raging 
unabated, but no improved properties are in danger. The atmos- 
phere all throrigh the middle foot hills of this county is so 
laden with smoke that one cannot see over half a mils in any 
direction, S,!F, Chronicle, September 19 

1889 - Ventura Comity 

September 19, Forest fires continue in many parts of 
the county, but seem to be abating. It is hard to get details. 
Scattered reports come in of barns and houses being burned. The 
fire is now in the eastera part of the county on the Simi and Las 
Poses Ranches and doing much damage. Conservative estimates place 
the losses so far at over $50,000, — $,F, Chronicle, September 18 

1889 - San Mateo County 

The great fire in the San Mateo hills has burned out. For. 
miles the hills that were green and grassy are now blade and bare. 
In some of the gulches where oaks and redwoods have escaped the 
woodohopper the fire is still smoking aiid smoldering but its 
progress has been arrested,,.. It may be weeks before the fire 
is coiapletely out ,,,, The fire ha.s been burning since Sunday 
(four days) and at a rough estimate burned a mile and a half 
square daily, — S.F. Examiner, September 19 


1889 - San Diego County 

September 21^, A destructive fire has been raging in Jaraul 
Valley daring the past week and has destroyed several houses and 
barns ,,,, H. Q, Jerauld and Thomas Rechie and three children 
who were driving across the valley were overtalcen by the flames. 
They left the wagon and escaped through the flames without serious 
injury. The team was burned to death and the wagon completely 
destroyed ,,,, — S,F, Examiner, September 22 

1889 Napa County 

September 24, Some grape pickers left their camp fire 
burning ,,,, about three miles from town (Calistoga,) which vdth 
the gale soon caused a disastrous fire which spread over a great 
area probably 2,000 acres of hill and valley land ,,,, Many 
miles of fencing was destroyed, also much timber and pasture 

— S,F» Examiner, September 25 

1 SS 9 ~ Sonoma County 

September 24, Fierce forest fires have been raging for 
8 or 10 hours past in Los Guilicos Valley ,,,, The ranchers of 



the neighhorhood are out in full force fighting the flaaaes 
ilhe corintry is very dry and the least sparls is not unlikely to 
produce a destructive conflagra.tion. About 100 men. fought the 
fire all night until 2 PM when they sent for additional help 
from Sonoma ,,,, ■ — S.P, Examiner, September 25 

Iggg - San Bernardino County 

September 24, There was a north wind all day and early 
this morning a fire "broke out in the mountains north of here 
(San Bernardino) which has been raging all day and tonight, Thi 
great valley is lighted by its reflection. The fire is in Waterman 
Canyon and is li"kely to do some damage, 

— S.P, Examiner, September 25 


lgg9 - Sonoma County 

September 24, Eorest fires in Los Guilicos burned for 
two days. About 100 men fought them all night until 2:00 A,M, 
when they sent for aid from Sonoma, It was shortly afterwards 
gotten under control, 1,000 cords of wood were destroyed, 

— S.E, Chi'onicle, September 25 

lgS9 -• Orange County 

September 24, About twenty-five miles of the mountains 
east of Santa Ana are on fire tonight. The fire originated in 
Santiago Canyon in a herders’ camp, sheep are reported 

"burned. Several hundred cattle are dead and dying. So far 
$10,000 will not cover the damage to pastures alone, “Hiis 
evening the wind sent the flames onto the Hawson range and 
they are doing great damage east and south of El Toro, 

— S,F, Chronicle, September 25 

lgS9 - San Mateo County 

September 25, The fires which the Spring "Valley 
employees started to bum the brush got beyond control this 
morning and "burned over 1,000 acres west of Crystal Springs 
Lake endangering the school house and several residences 
Three miles of fence destroyed Intelligence just received 

says extensive fires commenced raging last night in the redwood 
forest near Purissima, Today the fires are spreading throughout 
the Borden and Hatch and several other tracts and several saw 
mills are in danger. It is believed the eixperience of a few 
years ago will be again undergone. Great damage has already 
been done and there is no hope of chedcing the flames, 

— S,E, Examiner, September 25 
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1889 - San Mateo Co-ujity 


Septem'ber 25, One of the most destructive fires of the 
season is now raging in the mountains west of Redwood City, San 
Mateo County, It started on the coast side near a mill (probably 
near Purissima), 250,000 feet of lumber were reported lost, also 
a residence and a large amount of wood and pickets. The loss of 
trestle work and standing timber is great, but cannot now be 
estimated. Several sawmills are in danger. It is feared the 
experience of a few years ago may be repeated. There is another 
fire near la Honda, San I&teo County, Both fires are said to 
have been started by careless hunters. — S,F, Chronicle, Sept, 26 

1889 - San Bernardino County 

September 25, Borest fires are again devastating the 
timberland in the mountains. Damage to a bee ranch in the foot 
hills is feared as well as the loss of timber in the county. 

— S.B, Chronicle, September 26 


1889 ~ Marin Comity 

September 25, Sparks from a passing train set fire to the 
brush at the Corte Madera Depot, The fire soon spread and reached 
the heavy timber in the mountains where it raged fiercely, 

— S.B, Chronicle, September 26 

1889 - Santa Clara County and Santa Crus County 

September 2% Mountain fires coining from the Watsonville 
side devastated timber and other property on the Santa Cruz range 
of mountains west of G-ilroy, The fires were started by hunters 
or canpers. Much underbrush was burned and great damage done to 
redwood, tanbark oak and other trees of the range north and south 
of the Watsonville road over the summit. 

— S,B. Chronicle, Sept. 26 & 2J 

1889 - Sonoma County 

September 25, Tlie forest fires that have been raging in 
the Los Guilicos Valley have been checked. There are, however, 
fires in the timber regions along the coast and the atmosphere 
is quite heavy, — S,B, Chronicle, September 26 

1889 - San Mateo County 

September 25, The residence and inprovements of a ranch 
on the summit of the coast range were burned by forest fires. 

Other houses are supposed to have been burned. The fire is 
spreading south, — S,F, Chronicle, September 26 



1889 " Orange Co'onty 


September 25, The fire in the moontains east and south 
of Santa Ana has run its course. The damage to livestock is not 
as heavy as reported. Tonight the mountains are illuminated in 
spots all the way to San Diego in San Diego County showing the 
vast scope of country which has been swept over by the flames, 

S.l, Chronicle, September 26 


1889 - San Mateo County 

September 25, One of the urast destructive fires that 
has occurred in this vicinity and one that has spread over a 
large stretch of territory is now raging in the hills about this 
place (Redwood City), It started near Borden and Hatch's lumber 
mill at the foot of Purissima Canyon on Monday last but did not 
appear until today on this side of the mountains. The residence 
of Mrs, Phil Kruss at the head of Purissima Canyon was con5)letely 
destroyed as well as a large amount of wood in the gulch near 
the house, Borden and Hatch are reported to have lost over 
25,000 feet of cut lumber ,,,, The fire made its appearance on 
this side at noon today (Wednesday) and ,,,, aided by a westerly 
wind has made great headway crossing over Ganyada Valley and is 
now in the foothills above Britton's place near here. Another 
fire is raging near La Hunda but little news can be gleaned of 
its destructiveness. The cause of the fire is uiikno’^na but 
several claim it is due to the carelessness of htmters ,,,, 

If something is not done towards stopping the fire fences 

and bams near here will surely be destroyed, 

— S,P, Examiner, September 26 


1889 - San Diegj County 

September 25, A fire which threatened the city (San 
Diego) this morning started yesterday from Lianda Vista ,,,, 

At 10:30 this morning a telephone message from the poor farm 
stated that the fire had crossed San Diego river. Assistance 
was at once sent to rescue the inmates. It was found that three 
loads of women had already been removed, A sudden change in the 
wind enabled the fire to be stopped and the poor farm saved. 

The fire burned to the edge of the city and only by the exertion 
of the fire department was San Diego saved ,,,, The entire city 
park tract was burned over ,,,, The tract burned over is about 
18 miles long and from 5 to 8 miles wide 

S,P, Examiner, September 26 


1889 ~ Orange County 

September 25, Serious results are reported from the 
great foot hill fire tonight, Charles Baker, a rancher living 
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up Santiago Caiiyon TOdeiiatQ Oraiige with a team and a hive of bees 
in hi's wagon. Wlxile 'driviaig 'pyer the burned district the hind end 
of the wagon was burne’d off and the bees consumed. One horse ex- 
pired shortly after leaving Orange and the other is in a serious 
condition. The man is also badly scorched. ,,, 

- S.J, Examiner, September 26 

1889 - Santa Cruz Oounty 

September 25, Mountain fires are again devastating the 
timber and other properties in the Santa Cruz mountains ,,,, 

This time the fires come from the Watsonville side ,,,, due to 
carelessness of hunters and canpers. Present appearances indica-te 
that the loss will be of considerable magnitude. 

— S.P, Examiner, September 26, 1889 


1889 - Butte County 

September 25. Terrible forest fires are raging around 
Table Mountain north of town (Oroville) since yesterday 
much timber, fencing, etc,, have been destroyed. The fire is 
still burning, — S,P, Examiner, September 26, 1889 

1889 - Sierra County 

September 25, This afternoon extensive forest fires are 
raging three miles south of Downieville, 

— S,P, Examiner, September 26, 1889 


1889 - San Eiefeo County 

September 25, A fire on the Mesa north of San Diego today 
came very near doing an immense amount of damage. Driven by strong 
north winds it reached the edge of the city through Switzer Canyon 
and destroyed several hundred stands of bees and several miles of 
fencing. — S.P, Chronicle, September 26 

1889 - Butte County 

Terrible forest fires are raging around Table Mountain 
north of the town of Oroville, Much tiiiiber, fencing, etc,, have 
been destroyed. The fire is still burning, 

— • S,f» Chronicle, September 25 


1889 - San Bernardino County 

September 25 , Porest fires broke out on the Santa Ana 
River, which threatened the bridges across the river at Colton, 

— S,P, Chronicle, September 26 

1889 •* San Diego County 




have heen hurned over by a fire which started at Linda Vista 
yesterday. The flames swept down Switzer Canyon, burning the 
ties and bridges of the Park Belt Line and endangering houses 
on the outskirts. The progress of the fire is in the eastern 
portion of Florence Heights where many residences stand. The 
wind was so brisk that the flames leaped fifty feet into the 
air. The fire was started by a rancher burning brush, 

-- S.P, Chronicle 


1889 - Plume, 3 County 

September 25, The fire (near Spanish Ranch) is partly 
under control. One firm lost 300,000 feet of lumber besides 
their offices and buildings. Thousands of acres of pasture and 
miles of fences were burned yesterday in the county, 

-- S,P, Chronicle, September 26 


1889 - Santa Barbara County 

September 26. Luring the past week forest fires have 
done great damage to the upper part of Santa Barbara County 
where fully $200,000 ?/orth of property in the way of timber 
and feed has been destroyed, — S,P, Chronicle, Sept, 27 

1889 Santa Clara County 

September 26, A fire has burned much of the underbrush 
and done much damage to redwood, tanbark oak and other trees of 
the range north and south of Watsonville road over the summit, 
and nuiBerous settlers and land owners have suffered losses in 
wood, feed, fences and other property. One man lost four 
hundred cords of stove wood and several thousand pickets. 

Another man lost a barn, considerable hay and a mill on his 
place. Settlers are fighting the fire and checking its progress, 
but should high winds prevail great damage will be done, 

— S,F. Chronicle, September 27 


1889 -• San Mateo County 

September 26, The mountain fire is still raging fiercely. 
It has extended down to the cariyon and cleaned out a space of 
several miles. Pastures are destroyed and fences burned. One 
bam containing 125 bales of hay and a lot of machinery was 
consumed. Hundreds of cords of wood and several bridges were 
lost. The fire lias turned back up the mountains and is burning 
furiously, — S,P, Chronicle, September 27 

1889 - Santa Barbara and Orange Counties 

September 26, Grass fires in this vicinity (Santa Ana) 
have destroyed much valuable property. The beautiful picnic 
grounds of Santiago Canyon (the pride of Madam Modjeska, the 
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well-known actress) are entirely consnined, Those picnic grounds 
have been a popular resort for many wealthy eastern people as 
well as many prominent actors who were attracted here hy the 
magnificent home of the above party. In the upper part of Santa 
Barbara County it is estimated that $200,000 worth of property 
including timber and feed has been destroyed during the past 
week. — Morning Oregonian, September 27 

lgS9 - San Diego County , 

September- 26, For the past day or two forest fires 
heve been raging near Escondido, San Diego County, and today 
the strong wind carried the flames to the city of San Diego, 

The fire is neajrly up to the' woolen millSi Two residences are 
In' fiames. There is another fire on the south side of San Diego 
City and clouds of smoke are coming towards the company’s stables. 
Fears are entertained for the safety of this town* ' Peopla ar^ 
blinded with smoke and it is believed that aome» houses are burned 
to the ground. All the Riversils ranch has been swept by the 
flames, including bams, feed and thirty cords of wood. In fact 
there is nothing left but ashes, — S.F, Chronicle, September 27 

1889 - San Diego County 

September 26, For the- past day or two forest fires have 
been raging near Bncinada and today a strong wind carried the 
flames onto the city ,,,, There is another fire on the south 
side of this city (San Diego) Fears are entertained for the 

safety of this town — S.F. Examiner, September 27 

1889 - San Mateo County 

September 26, Two of the recently great fires in the 
hills of San Mateo county still continue to destroy, !I3ie fire 
that came this way across the mountains from Purissima valley 
continued to the Canyada which lies south of Crystal Springs, 
Leaping acfoss the valley it picked out the huge bam bn' the ' 
Burke estate- for destruction. It then continued up the hill to 
the property of ,,, Phelps and Bretton ,,, Phelps and a force 
of volunteers from Belmont fought the flames ail 'Wednesday 
night and 'arrested the progress bf the fire The fires 
seemed to be running' bade over the hills from whence it came. 

The La Honda fire is- still raging. The fire near' Lawrence’s 
west of Crystal Lake has been extinguished,' -' 

— S.F. Examiner," September 2J 

1889 - Orange County 

September 26, The fire which has been btirning for the 
past two days (near Santa Ana) still continues in the canyons. 

The burning and burned district now extends 100 miles from north 



to south and is: fTOnt ten to eighteen miles in width. Over 
$r,,(W0,000 worth of pasturage and timber has been dstroyed, 

. Monthly Weather Review, page 252 

1S89 -» Santa Barbara County 

September 26* It is estimated that $2,000 worth of 
property including timber and feed has been destroyed during 
bhe past week, — L.A. Times, September 27 

1889 - Orange County 

September 26, The devastating fire still continues in 
portions of the canyons. The burned district now extends 100 
miles from north to south and 10 to IS miles in width. Much 
pasture and timber has already been consumed by the flames. 

At San Juan Capistrano last night great danger was experienced 
in keeping a fire from the heart of the city 

— S,i’. Examiner, September 27 


Memorandum ' 

I was living in Orange County at the time and well 
remember the great fire reported herein from September 24 to 26, 
nothing like it has occurred in California since the National 
Forests have beai administered. In fact in my 33 years in the 
Service I have never seen a forest or brush fire to equal it. 
This one covered an enormous scope of country and burned very 
rapidly, — L.A, Barrett 


1889 - Siskiyou County 

September 26, The following is taken from the third 
biennial report of the California State Board of Forestry, 
pages 118 and II 9 , 

Determined upon visiting the home of the lately discov- 
ered and solitary Spruce, we proceeded to the vicinity of the 
Siskiyou Mountains, arriving September 26, 1S89, at Cole's 
Station, to find the canyons all ablaze with fire and filled 
with smoke. There was no alternative but to pass on throu^ 
the stifling smoke, a blazing tree ever and anon crashing 
beside the sweeping train, ,,, In October we found the forest 
fires so far lessened as to warrant the hope for successful 
examination of the Siskiyou Mountains in detail. ... Disposing 
of the wagon in the corral of a pioneer farmer, and saddling 
our horses, we started out in the gray of tlie early morning, 
taking the trail towards "Happy Canp", — J, G, Lemmon 
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1889 - Santa Bar'bara Coujity 

September 27, Extensive fires have been raging today 
and tonight in Sycamore and Cold Spring Canyons to the east of 
town, — S,E, Examiner, September 28 

1889 - Santa Cruz Goxinty 

September 27, The fire has destroyed ranch of the nnder- 
biush and cansed ranch damage to redwood, oak and other trees on 
the west range, Horth and south of the TSfatsonville road over the 
summit ,,, settlers and land owners have suffered losses in vrood, 
feed, fences and other properties. Settlers are fighting the 
fires ,,, — ' S.F. Examiner, September 28 

1889 - Los Angeles County 

A man named Thrall narrowly escaped burning by the forest 
fire in Crecinta Canyada this afternoon ,,, 

— S.F, Examiner, September 28 


1889 - San Mateo County 

The fire that was nearly stopped started again today. 

The smoldering redwoods were fanned by southerly breezes and the 
fire went down the mountain to the upper canyada burning a dis- 
trict about three miles in length and a mile and one half in 
width, — S,F. Examiner, September 28 

1889 - San Piego County 

September 30* Hews is just received that a man was sur- 
rounded by brush fires at Potrero, San Diego Comity, California, 
He became crazed by the intense heat and rushed into the burning 
brush, where he was literally roasted alive, A gi'eat deal of 
damage is done by these brush fires, which sometime result in 
large forest fires, — Morning Oregonian, October 1, 1889 

1889 - Tehama County 

Forest fires were reported in various parts of the sur- 
rounding country (Red Bluff) on nearly every day during the 
month, — Report of John J, McLean, Observer Signal Corps, 

Monthly Weather Review, September 

1889 - Siskiyou County 

About 1200 acres were burned near Black Bear in Siskiyou 
County, The fire was set by an incendiary who left the country, 
$1500 was spent by John Daggett to save his property at Black 
Bear, John Daggett 
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Iggg >•: ggolxunne County 

Ihiring the sxunmer of ISg^ a fire started a half ndle 
aboTS Strawberry on the Mono Road. It burned to Leland Meadows 
and to the head of Oow Ore^» crossed the Stanislaus River at 
Bearsley Flat, ran westerly to Soap Greek and to the lava ridge 
east of Dry Meadows, it was a "big fire and burned over probably 
20,000 acres of heavily timbered country. It was caused by 
workmen on the Itono Road, burning a log out of their way, 

■— Edward Jenness 


lgg9 "• Siskiyou County 

The most severe fire that has occurred since white men 
settled here occurred at Forks of Salmon (Klamath National Forest), 
It burned 20,000 acres, — C, 0. Smith 

lgg9 - Taolrume Ooxmty 

A fire started, in the late summer of Iggg on the trail 
between Strawberry and Old Strawberry, It ran to the Stinchfield 
place, up the North Fork of Tuolumne River to above the Bells 
Meadow road, around what is now Pine Orest, south towards Dodge 
Ridge, to Shearing Camp Creek and down the North Fork of Tuoluiiaae 
to the first wet gulch above present site of the Cold Springs Jiill, 
It was about 30,000 acres in extent and was caused by sheepmen, 

Edward Jenness 

In the fall of 1SS9 a fire burned the territory above 
Donnells Flat, It burned around Long Bridge and down the Patterson 
Grade, covering about 1,000 acres of timbered land, 

— Edward Jenness 

Iggg •* Siskiyou Oounty 

A fire started near Forks of Salmon River and burned all 
the country back to Salmon Summit, Area about l6,000 acres. 

— Wm, Balfrey 


1S90 - San Diego and Orange Counties 

June l4, A report from Lower California of a disastrous 
fire raging for several days, started in the vicinity of Santa 
Rosa 12 miles north of Encinatos, San Diego County, Crops, fences, 
hay, timber along the canyons east of Santa Rosa made food for the 
flames and were not subdued till they reached Flowers ranch in the 
Guadalupe, 24 miles from the starting point. The ranchers suffered 
severely in the loss of crops. The fire swept off from the canyon 
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to Eltoro, Orange County, San Antonio ranch was next stripped. 
Others lost houses, crops, etc. The dsjuage is at least $20,000, 
perhaps $25,000'. The origin of the fire is thought to have been 
Indians hunting for honey, — S.F, Chronicle, June 15 

1890 » Madera County 

Jxine l4, For several days a fire has been burning over 
the foothills along and ;Just south of Fresno River, near Bates, 
Some 17,000 acres have been burned over doing great daniage to feed 
and timber. At one time several bams and dwelling houses were in 
great danger. The fire is still burning, 

— S.F. Chronicle, June 15 

1890 - San Luis Obis-po County 

July 3* Orass fires have destroyed thousands of acres of 
pasturage on the hills east of here (Templeton), 

— S.F, Chronicle, July 4 


1890 - Butte County 

July 19 , Heavy forest fires are raging in the foot hills 
east of here (Oroville) and much damage is being done, 

— S.F, Examiner, July 20 

1890 - Hevada County 

July 21, Yesterday afternoon a fire broke out near the 
Alluison place, south* of here (Grass Valley) and James Looney, 
aged about 70 , was burned to death. The old man was fighting 
the fire in front and some person set a back fire in the rear 
not knowing he was in the front. He was soon overcome by the 
heat and smoke and perished, — S.F, Chronicle, July 22 

1890 - Butte County 

July 21, Springers sawmill on Brush Creek on the Qnincy 
road, thirty miles from this town (Oroville), together with several 
hundred thousand feet of I'omber, nineteen houses and a large amount 
of finished stock was destroyed by fire Saturday afternoon (July 21, 
IS 90 was Tuesday), The woods are on fire, — S.F. Chronicle, July 22 

July 22. The Bees Oroville special says: Further infor- 
mation has been received from Brush Creek, the scene of the Springer 
mill conflagration which occurred last Saturday, One young man whose 
name is unknown is missing. It is feared that he perished in the 
flames. The woods for miles around were set afire and are now 
burning covering the hills with rolling volumes of smoke and flames, 

— S.F. Chronicle, July 23 
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1890 Santa Earl)ara Ooimty 


July 23 . Atout 9 o’clock last night a fire swept over 
the hill hack of tovra (Santa Barbara) and into Mission Canyon, 
taking all the grass and many trees. Two small dwellings and 
one harn were horned as well as many fences and moch pasturage. 
The fire was caused by boys clearing away brush, 

— S.y, Chronicle, July 24 


1890 Merced County 

July 23 , Another large fire destroying many tlaousand 
acres of grass land prevailed yesterday and today near Merced 
Falls,. S,F, Chronicle, July 24 

July 23, The citizens of Merced Falls have been fighting 
fire for a couple of days. Several thousand acres of sheep feed 
have been destroyed in that section in that time. 

— S.F, Examiner, July 24 


1890 - Los Angeles County 

July 24, Louis and Philip Audiget, two yoxuig Frenchmen 
who owned a piece of ground near ITewhall, finding a brush fire 
approaching and threatening their little home started a back fire 
v/hich got beyond their control and caused considerable loss to 
neighbors. They believed their act punishable by law with death 
and concluded to commit suicide. They lay do\m under a tree and 
shot themselves in the head, Philip received one wound and Louis 
three. They thoxi^t they made a good job of it but were found 
Thursday under the tree where they ha-d lain since Vfednesday 
morning with life in them and were talcen to Los Angeles County 
Hospital, Louis will probably die, Philip will recover, 

— S.F, Bulletin, July 25 

1890 » Calaveras and TNiolumne Counties 

July 25 , A fire has been raging since last Saturday 
(7 days) in the territory bounded by Copperpolis, O’Byrons Ferry 
and Reynolds Ferry and covering an area of over 20 miles. Large 
quantities of hay, feed, timber, wood, fencing, with a number of 
dwellings and bams have been destroyed. The fire has juxi^ed the 
Stanislaus River amd is sweeping the country towards Chinese Can?), 

— S.F. Bulletin, July 26 


1890 - Shasta County 

July 27 , A fire in J, J, Scott & Co, lumber yard, Dunsmoir, 
bximed 1,000,000 feet of sugar pine and yellow pine lumber and all 
the stables, — S.F, Bulletin, July 28 



1890 - Stajaislaiis County V’: 

July 2S* Immense: fires are raging and spreading on tlie 
east side of the Coast Range: Mountains about 20 miles west of 
Modesto, Stanislaus County* They were first seen in the south- 
western direction three days ago and since then they have burned 
over .j^bout 4o miles of timber and grazing lands. The fires are 
traveling north and at this writing they extend from the base to 
the summit of the mountain, — Morning Oregonian, July 2$ 

1890 - Calaveras County 

July 28, Another grass and brush fire is burning east of 
Milton, — S.F, Chronicle, July 29 

1890 ~ Kapa County 

July 29 , A mountain fire is raging between Hapa and 
Berayessa Valley on the east, lEhere is much danger that it may 
get down into Berayessa V^ley. If it should the loss will be 
very heavy, — S.J, Chronicle, July 30 

1890 - Sonoma County 

July 30 , Forest fires have done considerable damage to 
lumber and dry feed in. the northern part of Santa Rosa, Grass 
is very dry and ranchrden have been so foolish as to attenipt to 
clear the ground of brush and timber by firing it, A very 
destructive fire near -Cloverdale, which burned over several 
thousand acres had its origin in this way, 

— S,F, Chronicle, July 31 

\ 

1890 - Mevada County 

August 1, A forest fire is raging this afternoon on the 
ranch of Thomas Chase (near Grass Valley) destroying fences and 
much fine timber. This fire is five miles away but cinders from 
it fell in Grass Valley, — S,F, Chronicle, August 2 

1890 - los Angeles County 

August 16 , A grass fire is sweeping over the hills and 
amang the Stubblefield west of the Bethel Settlement tonight. 
About 5000 acres are burned over and there is no prospect of 
putting the fire out. There is no loss of inrprovement s but to- 
night the worst is feared. The fire is sweeping down towards 
the settlement* The origin of the fire is unloiown, 

— S,F, Chronicle, August 17 


I 89 O ~ Eldorado County 


August 25 . A fire started in a field near Latrobe. Eldorado 




CJojoiity, on the Sacramento and Placejnrille H.E, It harned over 600 
acres destroying' trees and grass, Ihe trees over the trade delayed 
the train three' hours, — S,!’, Chronicle, August 27 

1890 ~ Stanislaus County 

The Modestp Hews, states that the whole Coast Range east of 
Grayson is enveloped in smohe, while flames may he seen there hy 
night, — S.R, Chronicle, August 27 

1890 -* Hevada County 


September 7» Yesterday mornirg a forest fire broke out on 
Uilaikey's place ten miles south of Grass Valley and it has burned 
vast tracts of timber and nomerofas fences. The bams and houses 
of the farmers have been saved by hand work. At one time Chicago 
Paifc was in great da ng er. The fire is still raging. This is the 
most destructive field and forest fire known here for years, 

S.P, Chronicle, September 9 


1890 ISTevada County 

September 9, Another big field and forest fire is raging 
today to the southeast of Grass Valley in the thickly settled 
neighborhood. Splendid timber has been destroyed. 

S,P, Chronicle, September 10 


1890 - Solano Cbtmty ' 

September l4,* Quite a forest fire is raging in the hills 
to the west and south (near Vacaville), The fires for the past 
two weeks have at last awakened the people of this town to a sense 
of their insecurity,' — S,P. Chronicle, September 16 

Quite a large brush fire tha?eatened the cherry orchard of 
H. Bassford at Vacaville yesterday. Men were sent from town to 
fight the flames, -- S,P, Bulletin, September I 6 

1890 - Marin County 

October 3* Hunters set fire to the grass in fHuites Hills, 

— S,P, Chronicle, October 4 

1890 •» liana County 

October 4, A fierce fire is raging in the redwoods and 
mountairs west of Hapa, Kapa County, — Morning Oregonian, Oct, 5 

1890 ~ Sonoma County 

October 4, Forest fires are becoming prevalent in this 
section. One was started this morning in the chaparral hills 
west of Sonoma Vall^, — S,F, Chronicle, October 5 
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1890 »* Sonoma Co-gnty 


The fire which originated in the Hapa Countains near 
El Varano and extended down into the Sonoma, Valley desti’oyed 
thousands of acres of pasture, 'JOO miles of fence and 2000 cords 
of wood, — S,E, Bulletin, October 6 

October 6, The forest fire is now completely under 
control. The fire spread over an area of 12 by 6 miles. The 
burned district presents a scene of desolation hard to describe, 
Eences are down, valuable timber destroyed and thousands of acres 
of feed consuraed, — S,E, Chronicle, October 7 

1890 - los Angeles. San Diego and Tehama Countie s 

Reports of the 21at from Los Angeles state that extensive 
moxmtain fires prevailed near the Santa Monica Canyon and gr0,3S 
fires on the plains, causing considerable damage, 

A report from San Diego dated the 22nd states tliat brush 
fires prevailed with hot dry winds from the north and northwest, 
Eorest fires v/ere reported near Red Bluff on the 9th, 10th, 11th, 
15th and 25th to 31st, — - Montiy Weather Review, p, 266 - October 

1890 - Marin County 

October 24, Eor the past 10 days forest fire has been 
raging on the Coast Range Mountains betvfeen San Rafael and Bolinas, 
Marin Co, Over 8000 acres has been burned and the fire is still 
burning in an easterly direction. Eight bridges on the road 
between San Rafael and Bolinas have been burned down. The mail 
is being carried across Mt, Tamalpais by pony express. Over 200 
men are engaged in fighting the fire, 

— ■ Morning Oregonian, October 25 

October 28, A brush fire started near Oleraa., Marin County, 
and is increasing in dimensions, making the situation very alarming, 
large forces of men organised to fight the flames but all efforts 
were unavailing. The heat was unbearable and force of the wind 
generated by flames was terrific. Indications are strong that the 
fire will invade Mill Valley and vicinity. Hundreds of tons of 
hay and several bams have been destroyed. The loss will reach 
about $15,000, — S.E. Chronicle, October 29 

1890 - San Mateo County 

November l4. Forest fires are raging in the mountains ten 
miles west of Redwood City, San Mateo County, and about 8 square 
miles have been burned over. Farm houses, bams and outbuildings 
were burned to the ground entailing a loss of $1,200. The fires 
are supposed to have started from burning brush, 

— S,F, Chronicla, November 15 
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1890 r- Santa Gruz Gouaty 

November 20* Two immense fires are raging in the woods 
north of Santa Cruz, Cal, One at Cave Gulch 4 miles off and the 
otfeier at Bonne Boon, Many men are out fighting the fires bat 
cannot get them under control, — Morning Oregonian, Nov, 21 

1890 •* Santa Barbara County 

The ridge westward from Tofotopo Bluff severely burned, 

— E, A, Sterling 

1890 - Siskiyou County 

Eire burned over the greater part of the head of West 
Eork of Eddy Gulch, (Klamath National Eorest) •— Eobt, Finley 

1890 - San Diego County 

Interview with Geo, W, Cook and Theo. 0. Bailey, of 
Nellie P,0, , Smith Mountain, residents of over 25 years: 

"Since the burning and cutting following settle- 
ment, numerous large springs have entirely ceased. 

One in particular (in Township 10 South, Eange 2 East, 
Section IS, on Smith Mountain) where previous to fires 
(3 successive years) a plentiful stipply of v^ater always 
ran for 4 miles below the spring. Since fires it never 
runs over 150 to 200 yards from spring. Last fire, 1890," 

— From the Boundary files of 1902 


1890 to 1915 - San Biego 

The following is a memorandum written by Forest Ranger 
Jno, B, MaxCield, Escondido, California, May 3» 1915» 'to ^^.e 
Forester: 


"Mr, John Canipbell of San Diego, California, states 
that he made a homestead entry on land near the south- 
eastern boundary of Jamul Grant (approximately Section 5, 
T, 18 S,, E, 2 E, , S,B,M,) in the year 1888, 

"Two years after his settlement a fire started about 
one mile north of his ranch and burned over Bratton, Corta 
Madera and Pine Valleys and the greater portion of the 
Laguna country, continuing on east to the desert, burning 
an area of approximately 5 townships. The greater portion 
of the area bunaed supported only brush. 
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"Mr, Campbell further states tlmt no erosion was 
noticeable in Corta Madera or Pine Valleys prior to this 
fire. He also states that La Posta and Buckman Greeks, 
now intermittent streams, ran all the year long prior to 
above fire, 

"Mr, Lew B. Harris, a Civil Engineer of San Diego, 
and considered one of the best, is intima.tely acquainted 
vrith the above mentioned territory, having done much sur- 
veying in the vicinity, as well as nuScing the preliminary 
surveys and final surveys for the Morena reservoir, one 
of the principal impounding reservoirs of the San Diego 
City water system, !Ehe preliBiina,ry survey referred to 
was made in the year ISSS, 

"Mr, Harris also believes that the erosion in Pine 
Valles’’ and in Corta Madera Valley is the result of the 
severe fire mentioned above. He also agreed with Mr. 
Can^bell regarding the diminished flow of La Posta and 
Buckman Creeks, 

"Mu’, Harris stated further that he was acquainted 
with a cattle man by the name of Benton who was grazing 
cattle in Sky Valley in 1900, and from his conversations 
he firruLy believes that the present erosion in Sky Valley 
is largely due to overgrazing in that section, since the 
grass was always closely grazed, and he called lix, Benton’s 
attention to this condition, 

"In the year 1902, Mr, Harris built a retaining wall 
as a preliminary to the construction of the Morena dam. 

This wall was II 5 feet high and closed up a pit formed 
of huge boulders, thus making an exaggerated well II 5 
feet deep and from 150 to 350 feet in diameter. Two 
years later when work was resumed on the reservoir, or 
dam, this well was completely filled up with sand and a 
great quantity had run over the top of the wall, 

"Mr, Everett Feet of San Pasqual Valley irrigated, 
for a number of years, 30 acres of alfalfa from a steam 
fed from the adjacent hills which supported only brush. 
About the year 1906 these hills were burned off, the 
burned area covering not over a township. The following 
winter the stream was in flood during and immediately 
after each rain, the flood taking away several acres of 
his alfalfa land. The following summer, the stream, 
which had formerly been permanent, ceased flowing and 
it was necessary for him to install a pumping plant to 
keep the remaining portion of his alfalfa alive, Mr, 

Peet says this stream never furnishes the water it did 
before the fire. 
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"Serious erosion is noticeable in Mendenhall Valley 
on Palomar Mountain, Mr, S, J, Mendenhall, the owner, 
admits that erosion started after a dry year durir,g which 
it was necessary to graze it very closely. This is a 
serious matter now since his best land is constantly 
being carried away, Ble has spent considerable money 
for submerged dams, rip-rap work, planting vdllows, etc,, 
but without effect, 

"A settler in Pamo Valley made his living for I3 
years by raising vegetables, water for irrigation being 
furnished by a small permanent stream fed from low brush- 
covered hills. In 1907 a fire destroyed the brush cover 
on these hills, the only cover they supported, the stream 
stopped running early in May and it was necessary for the 
settler to dig a well in order to get sufficient water 
for domestic use. Even to this date the stream ceases 
to flow early in the summer. 

"This same fire made a ma^rked decrease in the flow 
of Santa Maria Creek flowing through Eamona which fact 
was noted by several who used it for irrigating near 
Ramona., more pa,rti cula.rly J.W. Haworth and H, Woodward, 

This stream now stops running early in June," 

1891 . Marin County 

June 28, Eire started in Bill Williaaiis Gulch at the base 
of Mt, Tamalpais and swept the sides of the mountafn, the dense 
woods back of Ross Station, those near La Gunitas, the Kent property, 
coveidng 12,000 acres of ground. It destroyed immense quantities 
of timber, miles of fences and many acres of pasture. The entire top 
of the mountain for 5/3 of the distance down the sides and the crests 
of the adjacent hills have been sv/ept by the flames, 

— S.E, Chronicle, June 29 

June 29, The woods on the eastern slope of Mt, Tamalpais 
were on fire today,.,, A crew of volunteers were immediately sent 
to the scene. The fire spread rapidly and now covers an area 
of about 1,000 acres. The tall pines and redwoods were shorn of 
their branches a few seconds after the flames reach them About 
100 men are now engaged in fighting the fii'e ,,,, 

— S.E. Examiner, June 30, 1891 


1891 ■» Calaveras County 

June 29, Extensive field fires are reported in the vicinity 
of Copperopolis resulting in the destruction of considerable property 
and the loss of one life. The fire commenced Sunday afternoon near 
Copperopolis and ran over the hills a distance of seven miles to 
Byrne's ferry, 200 miners and everyone who could fight fire were out 
to save the town, — S.E, Examiner, June 30, 1891 



1891 - Calaveras Coninty 

Jtme 29 . Extensive field fires are reported in the vicinity 
of Copperopolis, resulting in the destruction of considerable pro- 
perty and the loss of one life, that of an old Frenchman living 
near the town. The fire began Sxindoy near Copperopolis and ran 
over the hills a distance of seven miles to Byrnes Ferry, 

— S,F, Chronicle, June 30 

June 30 * fierce fire burned in Big Tree Gulch in Cala- 
veras County, — S.F, Cluronicle, July 1 

1891 - Sonoma County 

June 30» Ranch fires in the neighborhood of Sonoma have 
been doing considerable damage to pastures and fences, . 

— S.F, Bulletin, July 1 

1891 - Marin County 

July 1, (Half a column about a fire on Mt, Tamalpais) 

The fires on Mt, Tamalpais still raging, San Qjientin reports the 
whole mountain to be ablaze, A force of 100 men was sent up from 
this city (San Francisco) yesterday to assist those already there, 
$5*00 a day is being paid. Fully 60 OO acres have been burned. 
Started by picnickers, — S.F, Bulletin 

July 1 . Tamalpais from crest to foot blazed yesterday 
Fire originated about 2 o’clock Monday (June 29 ) at Gamp Tucker, 
an old camping ground near the top of Tamalpais ,,, Hundreds of 
men fitting the fire ,,, — S.F, Examiner, July 1 

July 2, Tamalpais still ablaze Large force of workers 
fighting the fire night and day Ross Valley in great danger, 

TV S.F, Examiner, July 2 

July 3» Tamalpais is still enveloped in flames and 

low down on the foot hills the flames are striving ,,,, to 

eat their way in every direction, — S.F. Examiner, July 3 

July 3* fire has been extinguished on Tamalpais but 

is still burning in the Mill Valley gulches. No great alarm is 
felt but it is impossible to say when fire will be extinguished. 

No doubt many more thousands of acres will be burned over before 
fire will be conpletely controlled, — S.F, Bulletin, July 3 

July 5» The Tamalpais fire has changed into a will of the 
wisp on a large scale ,,, the point where the most danger is 
changes around with considerable rapidity. The advance .», flames 
have made the circuit of Mill Valley, Ross Valley and the region 
around Lake Lagonitas two or three times and today the biggest 
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part of the hlaze is tearing alo33g toward Bolinas devouring all 
the chs 5 >arral and sioaii redwood groves in its path ,,, 

— S,F, Exaauner, July 5 


1891 - Marin Connty 

The fire that has raged so fiercely for several days past 
on Mt« Tamalpais has received a fresh start and unless speedily 
checked very heavy losses will result ,,, more than 3 OO men at 
work — S.F, Examiner, July 6 

1891 - Calaveras Connty 

July 2, During the past ten days over 10,000 anres of 
grain, feed and timber land have "been hurned within 10 miles of 
Milton* So far it has "been ingjossihle to check the flames, 

— S.F. Bulletin, July 3 


1891 •- Yuha County 

July 18, The greatest fire known in the foot hills of 
Yuha County has been raging since last Htursday and at last account 
this afternoon (Saturday) it was not under control. It started 
from near Miner's Qan?p on the Yuha Eiver near Oregon House 18 miles 
from here (Yuha City) and has burned over 4,000 acres all of v;hich 
was timber and good pasture land, 

, — S.F. Examiner, July 19 

July 20, Ivfuch timber and pasture land is being burned 
over in the Yuba Coiinty foothills, 

— S.F. Bulletin, July 21 

1891 •» Shasta County 

Jxily 21, A fierce fire burned for three days south of 
Anderson, forcing the citizens to start a baci!: fire, Fences and 
buildings at Dwinelle were destroyed, — S.F. Clironicle, July 24 

1891 - Santa Clara County 

Forest fires among the mountains in the vininity of Ht, 
Hamilton have been raging for the past 4 or 5 days. There is 
much anxiety felt at the observatory and they telephoned the 
police here (San Jose) today asking for assistance in case of 
danger The observatory people are still fighting the flames, 

— S,F. Examiner, July 22 


1891 - Tehama County 

Jxily 23, A fierce forest fire ha.s been burning south of 
Anderson for 2 days. This afternoon it came near the town forcing 
the citizens to back fire to save it,,, — S.F. Examiner, July 24 



- Mendocino County • 

July 23. ®ie town of Boonville in Anderson Valley 22 
miles from Ukiah has. "been entirely destroyed hy a forest fire» 

— S,V, Bulletin 


1891 ■» Santa Olara County 

July 23. Forest fires among the mountains in the vicinity 
of Mount Hamilton have "been raging for the past 4 or 5 days* There 
was naich anxiety felt at the observatory and they telephoned the 
San Jose police, — S,F, Bulletin 

(The S,r, Chronicle reports a ranch of 4o,000 acres Gon5)letely 
swept over,) 

1891 — Sonoma County 

Jxily 24, There is a forest fire in Bennett Valley five 
miles from Santa Eosa, —S.F, Bulletin 

1891 "» Shasta County 

July 24. Fierce forest fires are reported near Anderson, 
Shasta County, Citizens had to start a hadlc fire to save the toTO. 

— S,F. Bulletin, July 25 


1891 - Santa Clara County 

July 24, Over 6 square miles liave teen harned over on 
Mount Hamilton and assistance was sent out from San Jose last 
night to put out the fire, — S.J. Bulletin 

July 25, Fire on Mount Hamilton does not threaten 
observatory now, — S,-F. Bulletin 

1891 - Solano and Napa Counties 

July 27. A report from Vacaville says there is a destruc- 
tive fire in the Blue Moxmtains extending over into Hapei County, 
Many thriving orchards in Gates Canyon are believed to have been 
burned, — S.F, Bulletin, Jul^’’ 27 

July 27, Fire this morning in the Blue Mountains burned 
over a large territory. Gates ■ Canyon containing mch valuable 
timber and pasture lands was entirely swept over, the fire extend- 
ing over the mountains into Hapa County ,,, A large number of 
thriving orchards ,,, burned over, — S.F, Examiner, July 27 

1891 - Calaveras and Tuolumne Counties 

July 28, Yesterday afternoon at 2 o’cloclc a fierce forest 
fire which had been devastating Calaveras County for several days 
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crossed the Stanislaus River near the old Ahhey ferry ,,, in a 
short time the flames had traveled up to the marhle qo.arry ,,, 

The marhle mill on the quarry was ,,, leveled to its foundation 
and all machinery was destroyed ,,, A large force of men 
... worked ell night fighting the flames ,,, This force was 
increased today "by 100 men from Sonora all of whom worked heroic- 
ally thereby saving the town of Columbia , , , A very large extent 
of territory has been swept bare ,,, At present the fire is rushing 
up the Stanislaus River and there is no hope of saving American 
Caiip, -- S.R. Examiner, July 31 

1891 - Calaveras and Tuol umne Counties 

July 2S, A forest fire which has been burning along the 
Stanislaus River in Calaveras County crossed the river yesterday 
in the vicinity of tlie maxble works near Columbia and surrounded 
and destroyed the works. Miss Kate MclTamee, a daughter of the 
owner, was caught by the flames and burned to death. The fire 
swept over McPhearson's ranch, P, M, Trask’s ranch, J. C, Kufe’s 
ranch, Gold Springs and several other pleices. Then the Columbia 
Brev/ery was destroyed. Prom there the fiery serpent rushed onward 
to near and partly around Columbia, Some ten hack loads of men from 
Sonora went to help save Columbia, The v/hole country is enveloped 
in flames, — S.P. Bulletin 

1891 “ Tuoluimie County 

July 29 , A large force of men worked all night and saved 
the town of Columbia, several quarts mills and many thousand 
dollars of projierty have been destroyed, A large extent of country 
has been swept clear of timber and pasturage. The fire is ru.shing 
up the Stanislaus River and there is apparently no hope of saving 
American Camp, — S,P. ]3ulletin 

1891 - Sen Joaquin County 

Aug, 5. Por three days a terrific forest fire burned 
around Prench Corral doing much damage, A residence and large 
quantities of firewood was destroyed, — S,P. Chronicle, Aug, 8 

1891 - Nevada County 

August 7 . Por 3 dais's past a terrific forest has been 
burning around Prench Corral and although the whole male popu- 
lation has turned out ranch damage has been done . . • 

— S,P, Examiner, Angust 8 


1891 - Sonoma Comity 

This afternoon a fire broke out west of town (Sonoma) 
the flames leaped up the mountains which are nov/ fearfully burning 
,,, The fire is burning towards Napa County, — S.P, Examiner, Aug.ll 
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1891 - Sonoma Coxuity 

Augast l4, Tl^ moinxtain fire which has heen raging 
hear here for the ' past three days came near destroying the 
residence of Mrs, Rohert C. Johnson last night, 50 left 
town to fi^t the fire It is still huming fiercely through 
the Lovell Valley and where it will stop no one can tell, 

— S,?. Examiner, August I 5 


1891 -> Santa Clara County 

August l4. The grass fire on the Hot Springs road 
which has started and teen extinguished twice within a week 
commenced huming again today A force of men this afternoon 
got the blaze checked and all danger is now passed, 

— S,F, Examiner, August 15 

August l4. The grass fire on the Hot Springs road 
which has started and subsided twice within a v/eek commenced 
burning again and made its way to Gullum Ranch directly opposite 
Hot Springs Hotel, Coyote Creek, A large field of feed was 
destroyed, — S.F. Chronicle, August 15 

1891 - Butte County 

August 18, Forest fires ha.ve been ragir^ for several 
days near Hurtling' and Enterprise, At Eorbestown some danger 
is feared. About one hundred miles have been burned over, 

* — S.E. Hulletin 


1891 Hevada County 

Augast IS, The Hevada City Herald of Saturday after- 
noon r^orts that a fire started on the Middle Yuba and came 
up the hill across G-rizzly Ridge across the canyon and has 
now worked its way to Little Crass Valley where it is raging 
furiously. The people of the ridge are working hard to save 
the cordwood left out in the woods to season. The Milton Go's 
big flume below town is in danger and will probably be des- 
troyed, — S.E. Bulletin 

August 19 , The forest fires tliat started t?ra weeks 
ago on the San Juan Ridge in Bridgeport township, Hevada County, 
still bum with unabated fury, French Corral, Birckville, 
Cherokee, Columbia Hill, Badger Hill and other towns have had 
narrow escapes. Portions of the flumes belonging to the Milton 
& Badger Hill Milling Conpanies have been destroyed, also some 
isolated buildings and fences, — S,F, Bulletin 
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1S91 -• Fresno Oo-gnty 

r 

Axigast 25 , Large forest fires have heen huming for 
three days on Pine Ridge, fifty miles east of Presno in the 
finest pine district in Fresno Coianty, The region is xmin- 
habited except by liarabermen, The saw mills are not considered 
in danger unless the wind arises, — S,P, Bulletin 

1891 " Santa Clara County 

August 25 * A fire has been raging on Mount Hamilton 
Ridge since Saturday, It started near Smith Creek, burned all 
aroTind Mt. Isabella and is now going towards San Felipe Valley, 
Campers started the fire, — S.F. Bulletin 

August 25 , Another big fire has been raging on Mt, 
Hamilton ridge since Sunday, It started near Smith Creek and 
burned all around Mt, Isabella and is now going towards San 
Felipe Valley , , , A force of men have gone there to fight the 
flames .,, The fire was started by campers, 

— S,F. Examiner, Axigust 23 


1891 ~ Fresno County 

August. Settlers set fire to brush near Bunlap, Fresno 
County and burned an area of about 12,000 acres. In 1912 this 
area was covered by brush from 6 to 12 feet Mgla, Old burned 
logs show that timber existed in the present brush belt where 
no timber existed »at tiiat time, -- Ralph Hopping 

Sept, S, A fire broke out Monday near the Millerton 
road at Course Gold, Fresno County and burned over 5 OOO acres 
of land before extinguished, — S,F. Bulletin 

1891 - Shasta County 

Sept, 12, An immense fire has been raging on the south 
slope of Mt, Shasta a few miles south of Sisson, A vast amount 
of wood, ties, logs and standing timber being destroyed. Every 
available man was needed to check the fire, — S.F. Bulletin 

1891 -» Los Angeles County 

Sept, 2S, The brush in the mountains back of Santa 
Monica have been burning for three days, Manj'' homes have been 
destroyed and it is feared there has been loss of life, 

— S.F. Bulletin 


1891 ~ Eldorado County 

Sept, 30, A terrible forest fire raged for several days 


-132- 



in (^orgetown district. It caught near Greenwood and swept over 
the entire country between Georgetown and Salicon Tails destroying 
farm houses, har-ns, fences, etc, 50 families lost everything 
and barely escaped with their lives, Ihe mining town of Pilot 
Hill was wiped out, The fire passed over 25 miles by 20 miles 
wide. — Bismarlv Daily Tribune, Oct. 1, ISgi 

1891 - Eldorado Oonnty 

October 1, The losses by fires on the Georgetovjn divid.e, 
Eldorado County, will approximate $20,000, — S,T. Bulletin 

1891 - Eldorado County 

October 5« Terrible forest fires raged here for over a 
week spreading over Greenwood country to the west of Garden 
Valley destroying many dwellings, bams, hay and thousands of 
acres of dry feed. More than 40 square miles were burned over 
and at Pilot Hill several residences and the postoffice were 
burned. Only a few buildings at Burner Hill were left. The 
loss of stock was large and farmers lost everything, 

— Bismark Daily Tribune, Oct, 6 

1891 - Santa Clara and Santa Gras Counties 

October 9» Pierce mountain fires have been burning along 
the ridges of the Coast Range Mountains northwest of Gilroy the 
past two days. The amotmt of damage to property cannot be deter- 
mined but it will dn all probability be considerable, 

— S.P, Bulletin 


1891 - Siskiyou County 

A severe fire burned in the head of Russian Credc in 
Siskiyou County and destroyed all the timber on the steep slopes 
where it burned. It was caused by some one burning a log out 
of the trail. It spread over an area of 3 or 4 miles square, 

— H, Pinley 


1891 - Tuolumne County 

A fire occurred at Cow Creek on the Stanislaus in the 
vicinity of Cow Creek Station, It was severe enough to bum 
everything except the old trees. Size not kno'\7n. 


1892 - Sonoma County 

July 22, A fire broke out ,,, three miles south of 
Petaluma today. The wind drove the fire rapidly in an 
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easterly direction ... Couriers came rushing into tovm on horse 
hack hringing details of the rapid spread of the fire, They 
said unless it was soon stopped it would shortly reach the 
southern bouiTdaries of this city (Petaluma). As many tomis- 
people as coiild get conveyances went out to assist the ranchers 
and in about three hours the fire was under control. The fire 
was started by someone who was burning brush . . . 

— S.P. Examiner, July 28 

July 22, A fire broke out on the Skeppington ranch 
about three miles south of Petalxuna, today. The wind was blow- 
ing hard from the west and drove the fire rapidly in an easterly 
direction. Dense volumes of smoke attracted the attention of 
the towns people. The fire started at the Skeppington ranch by 
some men who were burning brush, A barn full of loose hay, out- 
buildings and about 15,000 bales of hay, fencing and a large 
area of grass were burned. In all from 4000 to 5000 acres was 
burned over and the damage will be about $10,000, 

— S.P. Clu’onicle, July 23 


1S92 - Presno County 

July 27 -. A grass fire is reported burning in the foot- 
hills 30 miles east from Presno, iiuch damage has been done. 

One or tvro houses have been burned' and several bams, !feny 
stacks of hay together with fences and cordwood have been des- 
troyed, It burned 2 or 3 days and extended to the hills near 
the edge of the plains, — S.P. Chronicle, July 28 

1892 - Butte County 

August 3* Tiifood choppers burning brush caused a fire 
near Chico which burned 4000 sacks of barley, 

— S,P. Chronicle, August 5 

1892 - Yuba and Placer Counties 

August 5« -A. heavy forest fire is raging on Pattlesnake 

Greek between the City of Mar 5 '’sville, Yuba County, and Colfax, 
Placer Coxmty, Pences have been burned and parties are out 
fighting the fires to save their houses, 

— S,P. Chronicle, August 6 

1892 - Sacramento County 

Aiogust 6, The forest fire on the American Hiver near 
Pokom City, Sacramento Comity, lias burned itself out. It 
spread over about 50 OO acres and caused a loss of $10*000, 

A few acres of wheat was destroyed but no houses were con- 
sumed, The main damage was in the destruction of timber, 

— Morning Oregonian, August 7 



1895 - Fresno County 

August 6, Destructive fires have been burning for 
several days in tbe foothills HE of here in the Tunference Plat 
and Big Sandy coiontiy. Great daioage has resulted to grass, 
fences, hay and at least 6 houses have been burned. The fire 
will m^e feed very scarce in this section of the country, 

— S.P, Chronicle, August 7 


1892 - Amador County 

August 7* A fierce fire raged in the hills on the 
Amador side of the Molcolurane River during the latter part of 
last we^ and the fore part of this week, 

— S,P, Bulletin, August 8 


1892 ~ los Angeles County 

August 10, Enormous quantities of valuable timber 
have been destroyed by fire within the past few days between 
Port Los Angeles, Los Aiigeles County and Port Crescent, Pic- 
nickers are blsoned for the damage, — S.P. Chronicle, Aug, 11 

1892 - Santa Clara County 

August l6, A large mountain fire is now raging south 
and east over the unoccupied lands of Miller and Sargent who 
are fighting it with a force of men. The fire started in a 
bam on Monday on the higher ranch. All ranch buildings and 
60 tons of hay were consmued, •— S.P. Clironicle, Aug, 17 

1892 - Marin County 

Eire started on the Bolina.s road in Marin County by 2 
men cooking breakfast spread over the ridge to the ranches 
and pasture fields near St, Vincents Orphan Asylum, Several 
hundred acres of land v/ere burned over and many fences were 
destroyed, *— S,F. Chronicle, Aug, 20 

1892 - Lake County 

August 21, The Randolph House in High Valley has been 
burned by forest fires. The occupants saved part of the furni- 
ture, — S.P, Chronicle, Aug, 22 

1892 - S^ta Clara County 

Aug, 23, The mountain fires abo’ut Gilroy have sub- 
sided, — S.P, Bulletin 
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1892 - Marin Gouaty 


August 24, The fire on the Bolinas Rid^e and Taioalpais 
Motintain is chedced on. the Sansalito side. The ivind it is feared 
will start np the fire again, — S,F. Balletin 

1892 - Sisiciyou Ooxmty 

August, A fire caused by stoclaaen burning biush burned 
over about 1000 acres and destroyed about 1,000,000 feet of 
timber near Seiad in Siskiyou County, — Horace Phillip 

1892 - Alameda County 

October 11, About 10 o'clock fire started in the brush 
in the Berkeley Hills, The blaze could be seen for miles in 
Oakland, A number of fences were desti-oyed but no great damage 
was done, — S,,F, Chronicle, Oct, 12 

1892 - Los Angeles County 

October 19 . Two large forest fires are raging near here. 
One is in the mountains northeast of Buarte and the other in the 
mountains beyond LaCanada, S.5\ Chronicle, October 20 

1891 & '92 - California 

The following is taken from the fourth bieimial report 
of the California State Board of Forestry, pages l4, I 6 and 24; 

The sheep were excluded from the mountains around the 
Tosemite, and thea^e were no forest fires. One little fire 
that was started accidentally near Hazel G-reen was put out by 
a party of Berkeley students who were passing, and the troopers 
stopped another little blaze that might have done some damage. 
Usually there are forest fires in all directions in September 
and October, and the air is. so filled with smoke that nothing 
can be seen from the mountain tops. Last fall the air was 
perfectly clear. The Washburn Brothers, who have kept the 
hotel at Wawona for years, testify that heretofore a pall of 
smoke has hung over their place in the fall, obscuring the 
sky, hiding the mountains, and at night settling doxm into 
the valley and making it difficult to breathe. Two years ago 
they had to fight fire for twp weelcs, and it was with diffi- 
culty that all the men who could be collected saved the 
Mariposa grove of Sequoias from a scorching that would have 
destroyed half the trees. Three years ago last October, when 
Thomas Agnew came down out of the mountains, he counted ninety- 
two forest fires on the watershed of the San Joaquin between 
his place and Jackass Meadows, The sheep had gone out just 
ahead of him. Last year there were no sheep in that part of 
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the country and there was not a single fire. Last August sorae 
sheepherders started fires near Lake Vernon, to Inini out the 
undergrowth. The smoke was seen by a cattle man 20 miles 
away, and he collected a' squad of his neighbors, rode to Lake 
Vernon, and compelled the herders to assist in putting out the 
fires* Wherever land is occupied and fenced, forest fires are 
feared and fou^t, and the vandal sheepherder is taught to be 
careful with his jti8.tches; but the unoccupied public domain is 
devastated and blistered with inrounity, because nobody's fences 
are endangered, and nobody realises that the destruction of 
the forest is a greater damage than the burning of all the 
fences on earth, 

189'? - Santa Cruz County 

July 29, A forest fire which started Sunday (in the 
vicinity of Bushomon) raged for a week covering four miles of 
territory. Many cords of wood, small houses, fences and several 
bridges have been destroyed, -- S.?. Chronicle, July 30 

1893 - Marin County 

August 3» The fire that has been raging on Mt, Tamalpai 
for three days past v/as extinguished today after bui’ning over 
3,000 acres of timber land and briish, — S,F, Examiner, Aug,^ 4 

August 3« The forest fire which has been raging in and 
around the base of Mt, Tamalpais for several days was extin- 
guished at a late hour today by men who were enployed to figlit 
it. Several thousand acres of good timberland succumbed to 
the flames and the damages are considerable. The fire was 
thought to be set by canipers, •— S,E. Chronicle, Aug, 4 

1893 “• Santa Clara County 

August 7, A forest fire raged in the mountains back 
of Congress Springs for two days and nights, A farmer was 
burning brush and the strong winds spread the fire beyond 
control. About 3 square miles of timber were destroyed be- 
fore the men succeeded in controlling the flames, 

— S.E, Chronicle, Aug, 9 


1893 ~ Placer County 

August 9« Forest fires are again prevalent in this 
section (Colfax), There is an extensive fire at Applegate 
and the damage is great. There is a big fire near Dutch 
Flat which is spreading rapidly, A vast area of the country 
has been devastated in the proximity of the railroad. There 
are other fires in the eastera part of the county, 

— S.F, Chronicle, Aug, 10 



1893 I^evada Coimty 

August 10, Forest fires are again prevalent. The 
extensive fire at Applegate caused great damage and the big 
fire near Dutch Flat is spreading rapidly, A vast amount of 
country has been devastated in close proximity to the railroad. 
Other fires are raging in the southern part of the county, 

— S.F, Examiner, August 10 


1893 - Marin County 

A forest fire has been raging about a mile from the 
summit of Mt, Tamalpais on the Mill Valley side since 2 O'clock 
today and threatens to consume all the timber on the east side 
of the mountain. Men have been sent to the scene ,,, The fire 
is thought to have originated from the carelessness of parties 
who have been catiping in the canyon nearby, 

— S,E. Examiner, August 11 


1893 - Mendocino County 

Forest fires have been denuding the redwood groves in 
Mendocino County for several days. Althougli the sight is 
grand considerable damage has been done the forest, 

— S.F. Chronicle, August l6 


1893 - Tuolumne County 

August 17. An immense forest fire broke out north of 
Jamestown Tharsday'moming and Friday was burning directly 
towards Sonora which it surrounds on the northeast and south 
sides. By Friday 100 cords of wood and ranch fencing and 
standing timber has been burned. The fire was started by 
the carelessness of Yosemite tourists. The fair grounds 
were barely saved, — S.F, Chronicle, AiJgast 19 

August 19, The immense forest fires wMch have been 
raging in the vicinity of Sonora for the past four days are 
under control, Sumhers of men turned out and by backfiring 
succeeded in confining them to the hills. One bam belonging 
to Mr, Hilk was destroyed and a number of cabins, 

— S.F, Examiner, August 20 


1893 - Lassen County 

A\3gust 28, A man who set fire to the woods nearly 
caused the destruction of the town of Susanville in Lassen 
County was arrested, tried and sentenced to 60 days in jail, 

— S.F. Chronicle, August 29 



1893 - ^aoliunne Ooxuity 

August 31* Today at 12:30 o’clock one of the largest 
fires that has visited this section of California was started 
about 2 miles north of Sonora, Tuolumne County, A large nxuuher 
of vehicles were in a few moments loaded with men intent on 
staying its progress, No houses of importance were burned, but 
much wood and fencing were consumed, — S.J*. Chronicle, Sept, 1 

1893 - Sonoma County 

September 28, Dense volumes of smoke were seen to 
arise in. the hills near the headwaters of Aqua Caliente Canyon 
about 4 miles north of Sonoma, The wind was blowing from the 
west with great velocity carrying the flames before it directly 
east towards the shores of San Pablo Bay, The flames spread 
over an area of territory 10 to I5 miles wide. In the path of 
the flames were a mnnber of ranches but at this time it is 
inpossible to state what damage ha.s been done, 

— S,F, Chronicle, September 29 


1893 - Nevada County 

A fierce fire is raging in the woods near Spencerville 
18 miles from Grass Valley, Miles of fenciiag have been des- 
troyed but so far farm houses have been saved. The forest is 
on fire for miles, — Eismaik Daily Tribune, Oct, 4, 

1893 - Orange County 

Nov, 12 - Eire has devastated a.bout 8000 acres of 
pasture and timber land on the Santa Marguerita ranch, Orange 
Co, Much valuable pasture and timber and a large bee ranch 
were destroyed. The origin of the fire is still a mysteiy 
but cowboys and cigarettes probably will account for it, 

— Itorning Oregonian, Nov, 13 


1894 - Santa Clara County 

August 1, The forest fire which has been raging for 
the past 5 days on Mt, Hamilton is still burning,,. The little 
band of fire fighters ,,, who have been beating back the 
flames all night were about tired out 

— S,P. Exjmdner, August 2 


1894 - Sonoma County 

August 25, Report reached here (Santa Rosa) today 
that the town of Guerneville, Sonoma, County, has been destroyed 
by forest fire. Today was the warmest of the year and every- 
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thing ■burned like tinder, Guerneville is a Itmiber toTO in 
the heart of the forest and has a population of 500, All the 
■buildings burned except a lively stable, 

— Morning Oregonian, August 26 

September 9« During the last 24 hours a strong hot 
vidnd has been blowing from the northeast making this the 
warmest period of the season (in Santa Rosa), Great clouds 
of smoke are rolling up in the northwest and northeast showing 
that the woods are burning in those localities, Tlie exceed- 
ingly warm v/eather of the last few weeks has dried vegetation 
in the forest and fields to a highly inflammable condition. 

The fire once started would do great harm, 

— Morning Oregonian, September 10 

1394 ^ Marin County 

September 10, Forest fires started in the western 
suburbs of Mill '7alley today and for a while threatening the 
whole town. It is now under control on the Mill Valley side. 
The whole population of the to\m and surrounding country 
turned out in full force to fight the flames and it was 
throTigh their combined and heroic efforts that the flames 
were beaten back. Fire is still raging at the base of Mt, 
Tamalpai s and there are a score of men fighting it. The 
fire was supposed to have originated from a canp fire near 
here. It has burned over a large stretch of country. 

— ■ Morning Oregonian, September 11 


1394 - Santa Barbara County 

Septembei^ 10, Santa Barbara was visited again this 
afternoon by severe mountain fires. One has crossed the 
Santa Ynes range near the Refugio Pa.ss in tlie vicinity of 
the big fire last week. Another crossed near the San Roui 
Canyon just north of the city and is ■burning down the mountain 
toward the valley, — S.F, Ghronicle, September 11 

1394 - Uapa County 

A forest fire was started in the redwood forest back 
of Mill Valley at 2o' clock ,,, After several hours of fitting 
the fire was got under control The fire originated from 
a carj) fire left smoldering ■by hunters, 

-- S.F, Examiner, September 10 


1394 - Sonoma County 

September 10, The little town of Occidental ,., had 
a narrow escape from destruction by a forest fire Saturday 
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-Sunday ,,, six miles of fence and over a tho-assnd acres of 
val-natle timber land was destroyed, — S.r. Examiner, Sept, 11 


1894 - Monterey 

f 

An unpablished report of the U,S, Geological S-arvey, 
dated 1905, covers Forest conditions in the Monterey Forest 
Reserve, ^On the su-hject of ’•Burns and Grazing" it says: 

"The most extensive fires which have periodically 
ravaged the various watersheds have been confined 
largely to the chaparral. For years past fires have 
been started and allo-wed to run until the value of 
the cover has been seriously impaired. One fire, in 
* the year 1894, raged for several weeks, covering a 

region embracing the upper watersheds of every per- 
petual . stream in the area now reserved, and the 
traces of this burn are yet plsdnly to be seen. 

Stock has been ranged all over the public domain 
and the heavy chaparral has been an obstacle to their 
free movement from place to place and fires are set ‘ 
out to render their passage more easy," 


1895 - Fresno County 

■ June 30’* Fire broke out yesterday in the foothills 
near the San Joaq-uin River twenty miles from Fresno and is 
still burning, having swept thousands of acres of wild pasture 
land. All efforts to head it off have so far proved ineffectua], 

— S.F. Chronicle, July 2 

1895 - Mendocino County 

July 24, Fire started on the summit of the lofty raiige 
of hills east of Gkiah about 2 o' cl ode this afternoon, Tov/ard 
nightfall it stretched away north and south many miles. It 
began in a grassy open on the ridge and soon reached the timber 
line lower down. As soon as the fire reached the undergrowth 
and pine forest the flames shot upward hundreds of feet 
illuminating the heavens. The breeze inoreased and the flames 
curled up-ward assuming fantastic shapes and leaping from tree 
to tree with amazing rapidity, — S.F. Chronicle, July 25 

1895 - He^gada Oo-unty 

July 25 , A forest fire is raging on Washoe Mountain ten 
miles from Truckee, Nevada County, It started this afternoon 
and the -wind has spread the flames over three miles of timber. 

A hundred men are out battling the fire tonight. Quantities of 
wood/ and timber are menaced. The sight from here is grand, 

— S.F. Chronicle, July 26 



1895 - Santa Clara Ooxmty 


August 3. A 'big forest fire ha.s been ragiig about 15 
miles east of San Jose, Santa Clara County, nea-r the Guadnlupe 
road ever since noon yesterday. Something like 75 acres of 
ground has been 'barned over, — S,?. Chronicle, Aug, 4 

1895 - Amador County 

August 20, A brush fire started Tuesday 3 miles east 
of this place (Jackson) and has destroyed nearly a hundred 
acres of timber on a tract recently purchased by the U. S, for 
an Indian reservation, also 100 acres of land adjoining. The 
loss is estimated at $3000 to $4000, — S.?, Chronicle, Aug, 24 

1895 - Mendocino County 

August 23 , The heat in tiiis city (Uliiah) today was 
intense owing to the extensive forest fires raging on the pine 
ridge directly west of town and distant about 1-| miles. The 
flames can be seen from this city mounting hi^ above the 
loftiest pines. That portion of the country is quite thickly 
settled by mountaineers and timber owners and camps of shingle 
and picket makers are numerous, — S,P, Chronicle, Aug, 24 

1895 -• Nevada CoTonty 

August 25 , The ice house of the Hockey Hun Ice Co. 
near Floreston was destroyed by fire this afternoon. The a.cci- 
dent was caused by a forest fire which is raging in that vicinity 
and which threatens to destroy Loukup sawmill back in the moruitains 
from Hloreston, — S.H. Chronicle, August 26 

1895 - Santa Crag County 

Sept, 21, This morning hea.vy clouds of smoke were seen 
northwest of tMs city (Santa Cruz) and as the day advanced the 
clouds increased until they formed a line many miles in length. 

They were caused by a fierce forest fire which has done much 
damage already and is not yet under control although hundreds 
of men are fighting it. The fire was caused by men blasting 
stumps. Wind carried it beyond control to Orov/ell's lend 
across which it swept forcing two families near Hincon to 
hastily leave their cabins. Tall trees were licked up as 
thou^ they were saplings. Hundreds of cords of wood contri- 
buted to the flames. Soon there was a cry for more men. The 
Helm Go, ordered all their men enroloyed at the mill to assist 
in fighting the flames, Cowell sent word to the powder works 
asking that employees be sent out to assist, Alreadj'’ Cowell 
has lost 4000 cords of wood while the loss of standing timber 
is great. Hire now stretches from Gold Gulch to Rincon, 

— S,F, Chronicle, Sept, 22 
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189^ - Santa G3niz County 


September 22, All night long hundreds of men fought 
the advance of the forest fire (near Santa Oruz) hut when 
morning broke the fire was still buiming. The fire spread 
to the east side of the river, within 2 miles of the powder 
works. Seeing that it was useless to atten^t to stay the 
flames which were consuming thousands of cords of wood, licking 
up tall trees with the rapidity of a, whirlwind, the men devoted 
their efforts to backfiring so as to prevent the spread of the 
flames to the coast. But their efforts were in vain, IProm 
one position to another the men were forced, the flames grov/- 
ing hotter and hotter, Innnense trees fell with the noise of 
thunder. The road between Hincon and Pelton is inmassable, 
the way being strewn with burning logs, blazing trees and 
an archway of flaroe. This afternoon no trains were able to 
run to kelton as the fire was dangerously near the track 
sections of which have been warped by the hea.t. It is estira- 
a.ted that about 10,000 cords of wood have already fed the 
flames. As fax as the eye can seanch the forest is a mass' 
of flames, , The fire covers over ten square miles and is 
still spreading. The damage cannot be estimated, 

— S,.F, Chronicle, September 25 

September 23, Despite the lack of wind the forest 
fires this afternoon spread until near the city (Santa Cruz) 
reservoir. If the fire went much further buildings would be 
endangered. After a terrible struggle on the part of a. large 
force of men the flames were checked, A light breeze sprang 
up this afternoon and fanned the fire into increased ferocity. 
Already the burned territory covers S,000 a.cres, Cowell’s 
loss is roughly estima.ted at $50,000 and the fire still holds 
sway on his lands. The fire on Cowell’s land could easily 
have been prevented for there is a. creek not ten feet from 
where the blaze started in Gold Gulch but the men who were 
blasting stumps and caused the fire became frightened and 
ran away, — S,P, Chronicle, September 24 

September 23, V/ord coiaes from to\'m (Santa Cruz) that 
a big fire has broken out in Shingle Gulch near Felton, The 
railroad company has a crew of men out trying to check the 
flames, — S,F„ Chronicle, September 24 

September 26, The fire near Zayante shifted aroxuid 
today and swept into the forest in the direction of Boulder 
Cre^, Passengers on the narrow gauge train could plainly 
see the burning forests. The firs near Scott Ta-lldy has 
gone dovai considerably, — S,F. Chronicle, September 27 

September 26, A fire is reported in the woods near 
Ben Lomond, — S.F. Chronicle, September 27 



1895 “ Santa Oruz County 

Septem’ber 27 , Intelligence today from the fire swept 
Zayante region of the Santa Cruz Mountains tells of the un- 
interrupted progress of the flames which have burned over an 
area of 5 square miles, There are at least 10,000 acres yet 
to bum provided no welcome rains come to subdue the flames. 
The fire in the Zayante has now been under way for the past 
3 days, — S.P, Chronicle, September 2S 

September 2S, The forest fires (Santa Crus Mts, ) are 
dying down only smoldering niins now being seen v/here a few 
days ago there was a fierce conflagration. The loss cannot 
be definitely estimated but is supposed to be aboiit $75tQOO» 

— S.y, Chi’onlcle, September 29 

September 30, The forest fire for the past week has 
been raging in the Zayante region above Los G-atos, Santa Clara 
County, in the Santa Cruz Mountains, has a.bout burned itself 
out. Several other small blazes have been reported in the 
mountains, — S,5’. Chronicle, October 1 

1895 - Solano County 

October 4, The most destructive forest fire that 
has occurred in this vicinity in many years started on the 
Blue Mountain range about l4 miles north of Suisun, The 
flames spread with great rapidity. Every person for miles 
aro\md who could do so hurried to the scene and fought tlie 
advance of the flathes. The fire traveled a distance of 12 
miles. It is estimated about 40 or 50 miles of fencing have 
been burned besides the destruction of pasture and large 
quantities of wood. The losses will amount to $50,000. The 
fire is supposed to have been the result of the carelessness 
of a Portuguese settler who is clearing a claim on the range 
and regaxdless of consequences 'burned brash v/hen the north 
wind was blowing, — S,E, Clironicle, October 5 

1895 ~ Sonoma County 

Destructive forest fires have been raging in the 
mountains north and west of Healdsburg for the past 24 hours, 
doing considerable damage to fences aiid feed, 

— S.E, Chronicle, October 5 

1895 ■■ Placer County 

ITovember 16 , A fierce forest fire has been raging 
close to the town of Blue Canj’-on, Placer County, The origin 
of the fire is unknown but traaiips are suspected. The Blue 
Canyon and Summit fire tram and several section cre’ws were 
dispatched to fight the flames. Heavy daauage Mil result 
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■unless it is subdued. The extent of dainage so far is principally 
the destruction of timber, — S,F, Chronicle, November 17 

1895 - Santa Barbara County 

December 25 , Santa Barbara was threatened with a confla^ 
gration by the brush fires raging in the canyons not far from the 
city. The canyons or gulches have not been burned for several 
years and are dry as tinder and all conditions are right for the 
general and almost continuous fires which have been going on for 
several 'weeks in the canyons which lead to the plain to Santa 
Barbara, A large part of the Sherman & Bsland ranch was burned 
over. Both sides of the beautiful Sycamore Canyon drive are 
blackened and many magnificent tress destroyed, 

— S.F, Chronicle, Dec. 26 


1896 - Monterey County 

August 12, Reports from Carmel state that after a hard 
struggle the forest fires started there by campers have been sub- 
dued, Considerable damage was done to pasture and timber, 

— S.F, Chronicle, Aug, l4 


1896 - STevada County 

September 9, A fierce forest fire is sa.id to be raging 
near Yuba Pass, a siding about 5 miles west of Cisco in the 
vicinity of Bierce and Smarts samnill. The fire has been raging 
since early this morning, A late report says the railroad men 
have succeeded in keeping the flames from the snow sheds, but 
the sawmill is in danger, -- S,F. Chronicle, September 10 

September 10^ The fire which last night threatened the 
snowsheds and Bierce and Smarts sawmill near Yuba Pass was ex- 
tinguished at an early hour this morning, ,, Many acres of 
excellent timber were destroyed. — S.F, Glironicle, Sept, 11 

1896 - Los Angeles County 

September 16 , A forest fire which has been ragii:ig in 
the mountains north of La Gana.da for the past two •weeks reached 
the summit and started do'wn the south side yesterday. Several 
thousand acres have been burned over and a force of men are at 
work tryii:g to chedc its progress. Parties who are near it say 
the heat is so intense that it can be plainly felt a mile away, 

— S,F. Chronicle, September 17 


1896 - Los Angeles County 

September 17 , Mountain fires have been raging west of 
Pasadena for several days. Thousands of acres have been burned 
over, — S.F, Bulletin 
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1896 - Los Aageles County 

October 5. Forest fires have been raging in the mountains 
and only strong efforts prevented the flames from crossing Dark 
Canyon and sweeping the T/liole front of the range on v/hich the Ht, 
Echo Hotel and the Mt. Lowe Railroad are located, A solid sheet 
of flame 45 feet high mslied dowji the canyon and was chedced by 
backfiring in the low brush. It burned over a strip 20 miles long 
and from 2 to 5 miles wide, 

A huge fire is now burning in San G-abriel Canyon and dense 
smoke obscures the sky northeast of Pasadena, 

~~ Daily Soclg?' Mt, News, October 6 

October 6, The mountain fires still bum fiercely, particu- 
larly in the San Cabriel Canyon region. Immediately back of Pasa- 
dena on the top of Browns Mountain the flames can be distinctly 
seen, IThe proprietor of Switzers Cairp came in today to get more 
men with whom he started up the south side of Browns Mountain, 
intending to work up to a junction with the men who are fighting 
on the other side. Quite a mnaber of the men are disabled, some 
from poison oak and some from injuries. The Pasadena City Council 
adopted a resolution today calling upon the Supervisors to appro- 
priate funds to aid in fighting the fire. The fire in Tejunga 
Canyon neighborhood is apparently as big as ever and seems to- be 
burning in large timber, — S,F, Chronicle, October 7 

October J, Forest fires have been raging all day in the 
mountains and foothills north of Pomona Valley, During the night 
sparks from the great fires which have been destroying hundreds 
of acres of timber north of Pasadena, and in the vicinity of Mt, 

Lowe were carried to the brash in San Antonio Canyon in San Bernar- 
dino County and by morning fires ha,d been started there. This- 
evening the fires were buniing more fiercely than ever. It is 
feared all the standing timber on the sides of Old Baldy or Mt, 

San Antonio will be destroyed. The city of Pomona gets its water 
supply from the hills and canyons in the locality of the fires and 
it is feared tliat the destruction of tlie vegetation and trees has 
jeopardized the water bearing soil in the hills, 

— S,F, Chronicle, October S 

October S, The County Supervisors sent out 33 today 
to fight the forest fires and it is thought the flames immedia.tely 
back of Pasadena will be out very soon. The Tejunga and San Gabriel 
Canyon fires are far from being exhausted. Ten men were brought in 
last night ejdiausted, — S,F. Chronicle, October 9 

October 10 , Reports came to the Supervisors today tl-iat 
the fires which have raged in the Sierra Madres back of Pasadena 
for weeks have been extinguished, 75 men have been working there 
for several days, — S,F. Chronicle, October 11 
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1896 - Los Ajageleg County 

OctoTber 12, A big fire bas broke out again on the front 
range within a mile and a half of Alpine Tavern and the Mt. Lowe 
E,R, and is moving towards the Mt, Lowe property. Unless it is 
checked before getting into the Millard Canyon it will endanger 
the Mt, Lowe property. It is now in Saucer Canyon, a branch of 
Millard Canyon, — S,!*. Chronicle, October 13 


1897 -■ Shasta County 

June 9, A large fire broke out in the brush and timber 
belt 3 miles northeast of Redding today and driven by a strong 
wind, it did mch damage, destroying timber, fences and some 
buildings, A good force of men has been fighting the fire, 

— S.R, Chronicle, June 10 

Jtme 12, The forest. fires northeast of this city are 
continuing with ruinous results. The little mining to^’m of Hart 
with a population of about 500* situated about S miles from here 
(Redding) „ had a narrow escape from the flames, several buildings 
on the outskirts of the town being burned before the flames were 
under control ,, , A broad swath of timber was- felled before the 
flames and served to turn the fire from its course, but the 
flames are still blazing high, — S.3'. Chronicle, June I 3 

1897 ~ Butte County 

* 

June 13* A fierce forest fire is burning within four 
miles of Oroville tonight and it is feared tha,t great damage 
will be done, > — S,?. Chronicle, June l4 

1897 ■- Calaveras County 

June 30» A destructive field fire is raging in the 
hills around Burson east of Lodi. Baclofiring has been indulged 
in to save the town of Burson, — S,B, Chronicle, July 1 

1897 - Alameda County 

July 11, More than 3,000 acres in the Berkeley Hills 
were swept by fire yesterday and at an early hour this morning 
the fire was still spreading rapidly in spite of strong efforts 
to stop its progress. The prospect is for a wide extension of 
the area of destruction. But for the action of Professor E. 'W. 
Hilgard the University building might have been consumed. Only 
a week ago the professor ordered the dry grasses on the hills 
just bade of the buildings burned and this successfully checked 
the spread of the fire in the direction of the University, 

— S.P, Chronicle, July 12 



1897 - Alajaeda County 


July 12, The Mg forest fire which started in the Beifceley 
hills Sunday morning is still ■burning this evening (Tuesday) though 
all danger is past. The flames have travelled north and east from 
Berkeley, They have now reached the neighoorhood of Walnut Creek, 
The extent of the devastated district is almost tre'ble that of any 
former fire. It stretches from the Alameda Water Company* s ranch, 
northwest of G-rizzley, southeast to Telegraph Canyon, north to the 
Fish ranch and then east towards ?/alnut Creek, a distance of six 
or seven miles and in places extending three miles in width. It 
is estimated that at least 1,000 acres are burned over. The damage 
done is even greater than at first anticipated The loss is con- 
fined to feed for the stock It is now certain the fire was 

caused by campers or hunters, — S.P, Chronicle, July 13 


1897 - ir«?pa County 


July 13 . About 8 o'clock last night a fire alarm was ttirned 
in from the Edge Hill Vineyard Co, (near St, Helena), Nearly 200 
went out to fight the fire, which at that time was confined to the 
burning of trees and pasture, A large amount of cordwood, a bam 
and several small cabins were also burned, besides the daiiaage done 
to hundreds cf acres of valuable wood and pasture land,,. Tins was 
one of the most disastrous forest fires ever laiown in this vicinity. 
The cause was probably the igniting of dry grass by v/adding from 
some sportsman's gun, — S.E. Chronicle, July 16 

1897 - Alameda County 

July 17 , A ranch near Sunolglen came near being swept by 
flames on Saturday, The fire was started by campers who built a 
bonfire in Bachelor Cbnyon, The fire shot up the sides of the 
canyon and at least 50 had to fight the flames, A great deal 
of fencing was burned, but the loss will be sraall, 

— S.E. Chronicle, July 20 


1897 - Tehama Co unt y 

July 17 . A large field fire is raging a few miles north 
of this place (Bed Bluff), The fire coirunenced about noon today 
and has been raging furiously ever since, coveriJig an area of 
many miles and destroying much property and buildings. The fire 
is supposed to have started from the cairrp of some tramp, 

— S.J, O'nronicle, July IS 


July IS, A forest fire broke out north of Bed Bluff 
Saturday forenoon and burned over a large extent of country. 
This evening (Sunday) it was gotten under control,,. About 
200 men were kept busy fighting the fire today. The Dibble 
Creek school house and a great many fences were burned. The 
fire burned over a stretch of country about 15 miles in length, 

— S.F. Chronicle, July 19 
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1897 -* Placer County 


July IS. The engine of train 1 set the grass on fire in 
four places inside of two miles of this place (Loomis) today about 
noon, A heavy hot norther "blowing furiously sent two "beyond control 
for awhile when one was stopped, after doing considerable damage to 
fences, pastures and orchard trees... The largest one is still raging 
and has burned over thirty or forty square miles, destroying all feed 
timber and fences, — S.F, Chronicle, July ig 

1897 - Contra Gosta County 

July 18, Mountain fires have broken out in the vicinity of 
Mt, Diablo and Pine Canyon, The Mountain House is in great danger 
of destruction. Thus far miles of pasture land and fences have 
been laid in ashes, — S,J, Chronicle, July 19 

1897 - Alameda County 

July 18, One thousand acres of grazing and timber land 
east of Livermore have been swept by fire. The fire was started 
several days ago by log blasting in the canyon of the Arroyo ?alle, 

— S.I, Chronicle, July 19 


1897 - Contra Costa County 

July IS, Until a late hour last night the citizens and 
employees of the Oakwood Stock Sarms at Danville were fighting 
fire. About 600 acres of pasture land were burned,,. There was 
at one time great danger tha,t the whole place would be destroyed, 

— S.J. Chronicle, July 20 

July 19 , John IValker, who o^vns land belovf lit, Diahlo, 
suffered a loss of manj’’ hundred acres of pa,sture and fences. The 
fire originated at Pine Canyon where there are many campers. 

— S,P. Chronicle, July 20 

1897 Sacramento and Placer Counties 

July 19 , 100 acres of pasture burned between American 

Biver and Ben Ale Station, Another fire started yesterday between 
Roseville and Lincoln in Placer Co, and destroyed several barns, 
out "bull dings and a residence, 

A great stretch of countrj'' between Rocklin and Loomis, 
Placer Co,, was also burned, — S.P, Chronicle, July 20 

1897 - Shasta County 

July 19 , Forest fires originating in some unaccountable 
manner at the top of Reeds Hill, several miles north of this city 



(Redding) have spread to dangerous proportions, doing considerable 
damage and requiring the services of scores of men to keep them in 
check. Much damage is "being done in the destruction of fences and 
cordwood for the mines. Several ca"bins have been destroyed, 

Another fire in the Plat Creek: section due north of this 
city (Redding) has destroyed nnach timber and is being rapidly swept 
towards Iron Mt. , the seat of activity of the Big Mt, Coffee Co, 

A force of several hundred miners is fighting its advance, but with 
little success. 

An extensive fire in the mountains north of Shasta, threatens 
the City of Keswick, 

A big fire at Stillwater is said to be threatening the yards 
of the Shasta Lumber Co, and an army of men is out there trying to 
conquer the blaze. 

At Buckeye and Churn, northeast of Redding, the valleys are 
being denuded of their growth. The homes of Wm, Alexander and George 
?3owers vfere consumed and the Dix ranch was saved, only by utnust 
exertion, Systema,tic badcfiring between Buckeye and ITewton will save 
the country northeast of there, — S.]?. Chronicle, July 20 

1S97 - Tehama County 

July 19 . The forest and brush fire, which has been raging 
north and west of here (Red Bluff) for two days is now under control. 
The fire commenced at Blue Tent Credo and spread south to Reeds 
Creek, burning over an area 20 miles long by 10 miles wide, IThen 
the fire reached the north bank of Reeds Creek fully 500 lined 
themselves along 'the north bank and fought it with heroic persistence 
and conquered it. It is cl£,imed the fire was set by parties for the 
purpose of burning out their neighbors. It is now reported fnat there 
are fires in two other parts of the co^inty, one between the south 
and middle fork of Cottonwood and the other in the. neighborhood of 
Lowery on Elden Creek, — S.P, Chronicle, July 20 

July 19 . Will Woodward has been charged with causing the 
forest fires which have been raging here (Red Bluff) for severe,! 
days, "'/’ery little change has taken place in the fire. The men 
ha,ve been able to keep it from passing Elder Creek, 

— S.P. Chronicle, July 20 


1S97 - Alemeda Couiity 

July 20, The Hearst ranch near Sunol came near being 
S7fept by flames on Saturday night, which were started by some 
campers, — ■ Chronicle, July 21 
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1897 - Butte Comx'by 

July 20, Forest fires liave lieen raging for the past two 
days in the mountains east of Oroville and word reaches here that 
no less than four or five houses and hams liave been burned, 

A big fire started near V/hitewash Trees and ran six or 
seven miles south to Palermo, Fifty men were engaged in figliting 
it. 


Another fire broke out near Robinson mill (Butte Co.) and 
burned over a district S by 12 miles. Two hundred men were fighting 
it for two nights and days. 

It is believed that parties have set these fires and more 
than one threatens to IdLll on sight the parties who caused the 
flames. A huge firs is raging between Hurl ton and Enterprise and 
all the residents of the locality are now fighting it, 

— S.F, Chronicle, July 21, 

July 21, Forest fires that have for several days past 
been raging in the foothills east and north of Chico have bfurned 
over thousands of acres of pasture land. The fires, however, 
caused little alarm until this afternoon vdieii it vms found that 
the flames were dangerously nes-r the Sierra. Lumber Go's flumes 
on Chico Creek, A large crew of men hove been fighting hard all 
the afternoon. Another gang was sent out from Chico tonight. 

Should the flames reach the flume great damage will be done, 

— S.F. Chronicle, July 22 

July 22, Forest fires are still raging north of Chico, 

La.st night ma.ny miles of ^fencing was burned nea.r Cohasset, Every 
able bodied man in Cobasset is out fighting the fire, V/ord has 
reached town that the Ten Mile House, a wayside inn, had been 
burned. It is now thought that the Sierra Lumber Go, flume can 
be saved, but the danger is not yet past, — S.F. Clironicle, July 23 

1897 - Shasta County 

July A forest fire broke out across the river three 

miles from Redding last night. The flames extended south and 
endangered a number of dwellings, but their course was arrested 
by backfiring and the flaiaes are now going north where there is 
little property of value, — S.F, Chronicle, Augiist 1 

August lOo A forest fire threatened destmction to 
several places located at the base of Mt. Baldy (Shasta Go.) this 
mornii^. The entire neighborhood was called out to fight the 
flames and save property, — S.F. Chronicle, August 12 
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1897 ~ O?aoltmme Cotmty 

Aia^st 19 . Hews comes of a terrible forest fire at Cloud- 
man, fuclTDiflie County, which has caused great destruction of property. 
It is understood that the houses and buildings on the Crabtree ranch 
have been sv,rept away by the flames without loss of life, 

— S.F. Chronicle, August 21 

1897 - Calaveras County 

August 19 . During the heavy storm of Wednesday lightning 
struclc a tree near Oopperopolis, and running down the trunlc of the 
tree struck the ground, igniting the gr?-ss and starting a field 
fire that swept the country from Oopperopolis to Knights Ferry, 

— S.F. Chi'onicle, August 21 


1897 - Fresno Cormty 

August 21, A fire has been raging in the mountains in the 
vicinity of Warthan, 25 miles east of Bradley for several days 
and all communication between Bradley and San Joaquin Valley by 
the road leading to Coalinga has been cut off, Tlie rsoichers are 
fighting the fires day and night with little effect as there is 
a dry hot wind blowing, — S,F, Clironicle, August 22 

1897 - Plumas County 

August 21, A large forest firs some fotir miles in extent 
is reported in close proximity to the PlujTias Imperial Mine, 

Seports state that mudh property is in danger, iiuch anxiety is 
demonstrated for it is feared that the flames may reach the many 
big flumes that conduct water to the Tributary l^draulic mine. 

As it is much valuable sugar ]3ine iTomber is being ruined, 

— S.F, Chronicle, August 22 


1897 - Shasta County 

August 22, George A, Fitch arrived last night from a 
short outing spent in the southeastern part of Shasta County, 

He stated that some unknown incendiaries maliciously set fire 
to the big timber interests of the famous Greenwood estate in 
the Shingletovm country and near Lassen Butte, About 5,900 acres 
of the timber has been completely destroyed by the flames, 

— S.F. Chronicle, August 23 

1897 - Hapa County 

August 22, On Friday a fierce forest fire broke out near 
here (Lidell, Hapa Co.) and has been sweeping the country since. 
The Ellis and Lawley ranches were greatly damaged, nothing being 
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saved except tlie dwelling houses and a few immediate outhouses, 

A large force of men have heen woricing to haclcfire the flames, 
hut so far they have heen unsuccessful, — S,]?. Chronicle, Aug, 23 

1897 - San Luis Ohispo County 

August 23, The tracks of the Southern Pacific through the 
tunnels and over the Cuesta Grade of the Coast Range came near being 
destroyed hy fire today, A fire has heen in progress for three days 
in the mountains and early this morning swept down into the trade 
and came near surging into the tunnels. Ties are burned in a number 
of places. Small ranches in the mountains have heen devastated, 

— S,5'. Chronicle, August 24 


1897 - los Angeles County 

August 30 * This afternoon great volumes of smoke from the 
hills hack of Pasadena announced the beginning of another big fire 
such as that which last year devastated the mountains and did 
thousands of dollars worth of damage. Tonight the flames can he 
plainly seen from the western part of the city and appear to he 
spreading over the second range of hills. Men are out fighting 
the fire, hut not much progress has heen made in chedciiig the 
flames, — S.P, Chronicle, August 31 

1897 - Santa Cruz County 

September 24, A destructive forest fire is raging near 
Glenwood and has spread over much territory, lifuch timber lias 
heen destroyed, " — S.F. Chronicle, September 25 

1897 - Ivfapa County 

October 6, A fierce fire is raging in the vicinity of 
Sage Canyon, Ifeny valuable residences are in tills section and it 
is feared they will be destroyed, — S.F. Chronicle, Oct, 7 


1898 - Hapa County 

March 3i* A fierce fire has been burning for nearly a 
week only two miles from town (St, Helena), A great dead of 
timber has been destroyed and several dwellings are in danger. 
The fire is moving towards Sulphur Springs and should it reach 
that place nothing could be done to prevent the destruction of 
the buildings, 

A smaller fire is burning on the mountains between here 
and Calistoga and threatens danger* — S.F, Chronicle, April 1 



Ig9(^ “» Placer Qp-gnty 


June 30 , A field fire started near Eodclin, Placer Coixnty, 
this forenoon and driven hy the fierce northern, the fire swept 
so^ithv/ard darning almost everything in its path. It reached the 
American River, joicped the river and swept over tlie hills clear 
to the Consumnes River and how far eastward is not known. Houses, 
hams, fences, grain and hay fields, cordwood, etc,, were wiped 
out, and it is said considerable live stock perished. Several 
persons a.rs said to have been injured, but so far as known no 
lives v/ere lost. From Rocklin to the Gonsuranes River is more 
than 30 miles and it is not loiown how wide an area is s\7ept over, 
'Ihe loss of property mst be enormous, ■— S,F. Chronicle, July 1 

1893 -• Marin County 

June 30 , A fire broke out in the hills east of Hapa, at 
11:00 o’clock this morning and swept the country south to Tulcay 
Cemetery and as far as Juarez Creek, The bam of F.F, Vfilley was 
destroyed, — S.F. Chronicle, July 1 

1893 - Sacramento and Anador County 

July 2, The fire near Michigan Bar started yesterday 
morning a. few miles outside of the tom: and was caused by live 
\ coai:s of a deserted camo fire. The flames traveled v/ith great 
rapidity and within a few hours came upon the citizens of Michigan 
Bar, who had gathered at Protrero Grove to celebrate the 4th of 
July, Back fires were started in a number of places and every- 
thing done to check the progress of the flames in the direction 
of the Grove, but this was only partially successful, for all 
the fences, bams and outbuildings of Protrero Bros, together 
with 500 cords of wood were destroyed. From the Grove the flames 
proceeded southward with a fury even greater than the approach. 
Sheep, horses and cattle, blinded by the great voluines of smoke, 
rushed headlong into the flames and perished, A large and valu- 
able band of Angora goats became bewildered and not one of the 
number escaped. By sundown yesterday the burned area covered 
many thousands of acres of wlmit had been timber or pasture land 
and the fire was still burning a dozen miles to the southeast 
in the direction of Plymouth, — S.F, Chronicle, July 3 

1898 - Placer County 

July 2, Forest fires have been playing havoc in this 
locality (Auburn) the last few days. The greatest damage was 
at the Cash Rock Mine near Forest Hill 'where the loss is estimr- 
ated at $25,000, The town of Forest Hill barely escaped the 
flames, — S.F. Chronicle, July 3 



1898 Sonotna, Go-unty 


July l6, A fierce fire has been raging in the hills back: 
of Agua Oaliente all day, The fire was started by hunters and it 
took many hours to get it under control, I. 2 uch daniage was done to 
23asturage, feed, timber and fencing, The flames swept hill and 
canyons down to the county road where it was brought under control, 

— S.F, Chroniole, July I 7 

1898 - Shasta County 

July 30 , Forest fires are raging in the vicinity of Bee 
Gum, and the whole Sacramento Valley is shrouded with smoke. These 
fires occur aliirost every year and are the results of efforts to 
clear the land for farming purposes. These fires soon become 
unmanageable with the result that thousands of dollars worth of 
valuable property in timber and feed are destroyed. During the 
last two days several thousand acres in area have been burned over, 

— • S,F, Chronicle, July 3 I 


1898 - Ifedera County 

July 30 , A disastrous forest fire is raging in the vicinity 
of Fine Gold, Madera County, Residents of the district are having 
difficulty in saving their homes. The people of the locality have 
banded together to fight the flames. The residence and outbuildings 
belonging to Benjamin Arnold were totally destroyed. From the diffi- 
cult reports of yesterday and today the area sv^ept by fire exceeds 
100 square miles, — S.F, Chronicle, July 31 

1898 - Lake County 

July 30 , Fierce forest fires have been raging in the viciniy 
of Highland Springs for several days, aT)proaching dangerously near, 

A large body of men turned out to fight the destruction elements and 
it is now practically under control. The fire caused great trepi- 
dation among the guests at the hotel and mamy made preparations to 
flee to a place of safety, — S.F, Chronicle, July 31 

1898 - Los Angeles County 

July 31 . A telephone message from Alpine Tavern on Mt, Lowe 
tonight says that the forest fires, 'which have raged there since the 
night before last are now under control. About I 5 miles square have 
been burned over and beyond the damage to the timber there vd.ll be 
a great shortage in the water supiDly of the San Gabriel Valley, 

— S.F. Chronicle, August 1 

1898 - lake County 

July 31 , The forest fires in the vidnity (Highland Springs) 
have been extinguished and there is no further danger from them as 



they were confined to the hills southwest of the springs, 

~~ S,F. Chronicle, August 1 

1898 "■ Amador and San Joaquin Counties 

July Sometime Saturday morning fire started near 
Acampo on the Mokolumne Eiver and was driven northeast through 
fields and timber for miles. It swept through a portion of Amador 
County, Imming everything before it and is now burning in the foot- 
hills of Eldorado County, 12 miles southeast of Placerville, Within 
36 hours that the fire has been burning it has covered a distance of 
75 iniles varying from 1 to 4 miles wide. The fire crossed Cosumnes 
Eiver near Latrobe, Eldorado County and got into the greasewood and 
chaparral, which covers miles of land near Latrobe, Later in the 
day timber men from Placerville fought the flames. At present the 
loss is believed to be confined to fences, timber and cordwood, liuch 
alarm is felt by farmers, — S.P, Chronicle, August 1 

1898 - Tulare County 

July and August, A fire set by sheep herders burned 20,000 
acres of timberland on Marble Pork and North Fork of Kaweah River, 
This fire badly burned many of the big trees in the Sequoia National. 
Park, — Ralph Hopping, 1912 

1898 - Marin County 

August 12, A large grass fire was started near Fairfaoc last 
evening and is still raging through the redwoods in that direction. 

A residence and several hay barns have been destroyed. Many men 
are fighting the flames which ha.ve «v.'ept over a valuable piece of 
pasture and lumber land in Marin County, — S.P. Chronicle, Aug, 13 

1898 - Santa Cruz County 

August 12, Forest fires ha.ve destroyed 1,000 cords of wood 
near Boulder Creek, also a wineiy and fencing, 

— S.P, Chronicle, Aug, 13 


1898 - Sonoma County 

August 13 . A big forest fire is raging in the hills near 
Ocean Canyon about 25 miles from this city (Santa Rosa), Scores 
of people are fighting the fire,. The flames ha-ve sv/ept over a 
big area of country, destroying much timber, wood and fences, 

— S.P. Chronicle, Aug, l4 

1898 - Los Angeles County 

August 19 , The most serious mountain fire of the season 
burned for the last two days on San Cabriel Mts, north of Pasadena. 



A gang of men have been sent to the fire, vrhich is located in the 
heart of the range and on the north side. Hohody loiows how the fire 
started.-^hut it is very serious, — S.P, Chronicle, Aug, 20 

1898 - Mendocino County 

August 19, Forest fires which lia.ve "been devastating the 
redwoods for days past are under control and the weather in conse- 
quence is cooler, — S.F, Chronicle, Aug, 20 

1898 - Fresno Covin ty 

August 26, A forest fire is raging near Millwood in the 
mountains, . It is reported that the fire is spreading toward Big 
Trees in General Grant Park, The fire is Beyond control, 

— S.F. Chronicle, Aug, 27 


1898 - Santa Cruz County 

Sept, 20, A forest fire is raging near Lomaprieta, Santa 
Cruz Co, Considerahle cord wood has Been destroyed. 

— S.F. Chronicle, Sept, 21 


1898 - Mendocino County 

Sept, . 23, Forest fires are raging Between Covelo and 
Westport, Mendocino County, and doing consideraBle damage. The 
destruction of telegraph and telephone poles and fencing is alarm- 
ing, Farmers are vigorously fighting the fires, 

— S.F. Chronicle, Sept. 24 


1898 - Clenfa County , 

The watershed of Gi'indstone Creek on the California H.F. 

(now Mendocino) was Burned over in 1898, — R.W, Ayres, 1906 

1898 - tJadera County 

A fire was set By unknown persons near Forth Fork to Burn 
Brush and Burned aBout 3*000 acres of land. It was fought By aBout 
30 people, — A. Wofford 

1898 - Los Angeles County 

OctoBer 24, The moxintain fires are now practically extin- 
guished though it is still necessary to keep a force of men on duty 
owing to the danger of the smoldering emBers fanned By the winds 
that prevail in the mountain canyons. The men worked for 36 hours 
without food or sleep and experienced great Imrdships, There are 
aBout 4o men on guard in the mountains for fear of the fire Brealcing 
out again, — S.F. Chronicle, OctoBer 25 
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1898 - Shasta Co'iiiity 


Pi re covered saitie area as fire of on Pit River, Squaw 

Crselc and IvicGloud River. Conrolets destruction over the area, 
esj>ecislly on the higher slopes. 

Yfiiile we were in the mo^ontains (about Mt* Shasta) from the 
middle of July until the end of September, one or more fires, the 
result of vendalisra or neglect, were raging continuously on the 
south and. v/est slopes, and two of them did irz'epa.rahle injury. One 
began near some vraodcutters' sJoanties, ox h miles below 'Yagon 
Gamp, on the road to Sisson; the other and more destructive origi- 
nated in the area covered by the limbering opera,tions from McCloud 
•Mill and pushed swiftly up the Panther Creek slope, consujning the 
greater part of the only erea of Pi rns attenuat a on Shasta and 
burning great tongues into tlie handsome fir forest on both sides 
of Y/agon Canp, which is closely and alDiost completely surroxmded. 
The fire tha.t la.sted longest in the surarner of 1S93 did the least 
harm. It consumed a worthless tract of manzanita chaparral between 
SlaCiC Butte and the mountain, and gave off a surprisii^gly enormous 
quantity of sinoke, hiding the country to the west for a full month, 
Paring its continuance the entire mountain vib.s often enveloped in 
smoke and when the vdnd was northwest, as it v/as a great deal of 
the time, sho’wers of burned leaves fell daily at our camps. On 
August 2, when we were at v;ork on the rocicy slopes above the hea,d 
of Squaw Creek at an altitude of 9»500 feet, charred leaves fell 
so abfLiiidantly tliat we caught many in our hands. G-reat clouds of 
smoke rolled up between us and the sun, which became deep red like 
the full moon and then diss.ppeared. At 5 o’clodc the smoke began 
to settle back, as it always did when the chill of the evening 
carae on, and the sun rea.ppeared, to set- as usuad behind the dark 
outlines of the distant mountains, Pires on the south, in the 
valley of the McGlond, cut off the view in that direction, and it 
v;as only at rare intervals, and usuvally at suiiset, tli 3 ,t we were 
able to see the snov/y ci’oim of La.ssen Butte 60 miles away, 3wen 
Castle Crags, almost at our feet, 'were rarely visible. This 
eixperience is frequent in the west; and of the hundreds of persons 
'.7ho visit the Pacific slope every summer to see the mountains, few 
see more than the inuiiediate foreground end a liaze of smoke 'which 
■even the strongest glass is unable to penetra,te, Aloiig the rail- 
road between the head of Sa.cramento Canyon and Shasta Yalley one 
traverses desolate tracts which a few years ago v/ere covered by 
a noble forest of ponderosa and s-agar pines. 

— C. Hart Merriam, Chief of Division of 
Biological. Survey, in Horth American 
Psuna Ho. l6. 



1299 Santa Oraz County 


Sept, 20, A forest fire is raging nes,r Lomaprieta, Santa 
Craz County, Considerable cordwood has been destroyed, 

— S,]r. Clrronicle, Sept, 21 


1299 - Me ndocino County 

Sept. 23, Forest fires axe raging bet^veen Oovelo and 
Westport and doing considerable damage. The destmction of tele- 
graph and telephone poles and fencing is alamiing, Farniers are 
vigorously fighting the flames, — S,F, Chronicle, Sept, 24 

1899 - los Angeles County 

Sept, 23, Another disastrous forest fire started tliis 
afternoon 20 miles east of Pasadena, Los Angeles County, near 
Glendora, Dense clouds of smoke are plainly visible, The Forest 
Ranger arrived today with men to fight the flames, which are. now 
destroying Dalton Canyon, the valuable watershed of the San Gabriel 
Valley, The Forest Supervisor left this evening to saperintend 
the fight against the flames. It is feared the fire will kill 
the rainbow trout tha-t were recently pli ced in the mountain 
streams, — S,.F, Chronicle, Sept, 24 

1899 - Marin County 

Sept, 26, H.esidents on the north slope of lit, Tamalpais 
were alarmed by clouds of smoke issuing froia iTilliams Canyon, An 
investigation proved that the woods were on fire. Men were sent 
in every direction to s^lmmon assistance and after securing a good 
working force the m'en surrounded the burning area and felled trees 
to chedc the flames, T\to suppositions are made as to its origin. 
One was that it was done by an insane man with a lighted pine 
torch, setting fire to the leaves,.,, — S,F. Chronicle 

1899 - Santa Cruz County 

Sept, 26, A man and family narrowly escaped death in a 
forest fire in the Santa Cruz Mts, a week ago. They left Ssn 
Francisco to pass a vacation at their mountain home 20 miles north 
of Santa Cruz, Several days after their arrival they noticed that 
the forest fires were blazing a few' miles from their place. No 
one anticipated any daaoger until they were awalcened by a dense 
smoke in the cottage, looking out of the window they saw a wall 
of flame creeping up the side of the mountain to^7ard the house. 

The became alarmed donned ga,rments. Fire liad coaie within 
100 yards of cottage and had cut them off from the road ,,, They 
fled for their lives and were overcome by the heat, 

— ■ S.F. Chronicle, Sept, 27 


1399 - Santa Cruz County 

Oct, 7* A dense volume of smoke can be seen from Santa 
Cruz today caused by forest fires 4 miles from Ben Lomond. It has 
swept over several places^ 

5’our miles from. Boulder Creek another fire has burned 
several cords of wood, 

A fire dn the headwaters of Pescadero Gredc is reported 
to have destroyed a sawmill. 

Men are fighting fire on Two Bar Greek, bat the fire got 
beyond their control, — S,P. Clironicle, Oct, S 

1899 - Santa Barbara County 

Oct, 7* A mountain fire is raging in the Santa Ynez range 
10 miles back of Santa Barbara, The Los Olivos and Santa Barbara 
stage was late this evening and reports a great deal of difficulty 
in getting by the fire. Many thousands of acres of mountain pasture 
have been destroyed,,,, — S.P, Chronicle, Oct, S 

1899 - Siskiyou County 

About 640 acres of forest land were burned over on the west 
side of Eddy Gulch, Caused by a house burning down, — Hobt. Finley 

About 3,000 acres of young growth under 10 years of age were 
destroyed in a fire set by prospectors near Happy Gaiiip, • — 0, Gordon 

1299 ~ Tuolumne County 

A fire occurred at Cow Greek on the Stanislaus in the vicinity 
of Cow Creek Station, This was a hot crown fire and it coirpletely 
destroyed matured trees, Forest was very dense. Extent \7as l/4 
mile wide and several miles in length. It skipped areas of various 
sizes. 


1901 " Trinity County 

In R, T, Fisher's r^ort of September 19 OI on the proposed 
Trinity Forest Reserve he mentions fire conditions in the South Fork 
Mountain area. 


" Fire, The entire tract, has been much burned. In the 
dense Fir Type along South Fork Moiuatain there are a 
score or more of fire glades, 50 to 100 acres in extent. 
In the opener Pine fire has seldom cleared the ground, 
but has scarred or burned down many trees, killed the 



reproduction, end 'brought in brush. In the Scrub, 
fires have burned large areas. Six fires were seen 
during this reconnaissance, three of which had been 
set to clear trails, and the rest left by campers.'* 


1902 - Nevada & Placer Ooxmties 

The belief is generally held tha.t the sheep herders fired 
the country in all directions and have been responsible for most of 
the fires of recent yea-rs. However that may. be, all the fires 
observed during the last summer closely followed the sheep caiaps, 

— pp. 40-4l, 'U'.S.G.S. Professional Paper 


1902 - Hevada County 

The origin of the older fires is involved in more or less 
doubt. Probably projectors and miners are responsible for many; 
not unlikely sheepmen burned the forest in the early days of their 
occupancy, just as they now do, only on a larger scale, i'ires 
observed last sunmer eating into the very heavy stands of Shasta 
fir in the region of Pinoli and Pindley pealcs ha.d, in every instance, 
a sheep carrcp for their center, — - p, 117, U.o.G.S, Professional 

Paper Ho, S 


1902 - Los .Angel e s County 

Concerning the results of fire on the water supply, Mr. I. W, 
■Lord, of Lordsvxlle, Los Angeles County, California, in speaking of 
the fire in Stoddard Canyon on the San Gabriel iiJeserve, says: 

"Sometime previous to the fire 9 inches of water 
had fallen in 4o hours with no harmful results, after 
the fire one and one-half inches falling in 24 hours 
cut great gullies. And during a, season of somewhat 
slack rainfall huge cuts 10 feet deep and 30 feet wide 
were washed out in some of the orchards below the canyon, 
men and teams being constantly required to stop the des- 
truction, At the same time the usual water supply of 
So miner’s inches from the canyon was reduced to 20." 

— From the Boiuidary files of 1902 

1902 - San Diego County 

The method of burning brush for grazing, generally given 
me by the cattle men in San Diego Goujity is as follov;s: 

After biuming over, the range is improved for two years, 
it then deteriorates for two years more when it is abandoned for 
from three to five years in tliis region, to let the brush form a 
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cover said the grass grow again, v/hen it is rehurned. This gives 
a /rotation of from seven to ten years in this region; usually it 
is more. 


There men sey that ‘burning hills out a good portion of 
the hunch gra-ss, ’out mahes the remainder mach more accessi'ble to 
the cattle and ‘better liked by them. Thej’’ also say that the 
process eventually destroys the range, as has been done in many 
parts of tills region. — ‘from the Boundary files of 1902 


1902 ~ Heva.da & Eldorado Counties 

In a report of October 31» 1902, on the proposed Tahoe 
Eorest Eeserve, Charles H, Shinn makes the follovdng statement 
relative to fires; 

"Items about the frequency of fires occur from 
time to time in my township notes. Pxres have evi- 
dently taken place imch more often and have ‘been more 
severe on the California side than in Bevada,. The 
proportionate area which shows injury from fire in 
California- as compared mth Hevada- is as five to one. 

The Bevada fires seldom do much harm to the soil; in 
California,, on account of the more v/asteful lumbering 
that has prevailed, nearly every fire destroys the 
humus and iis-rdens the clay. Small and sixiuldering 
fires of many weeks duration are found with startling 
frequency along the roads and trails on the California 
side, often from four to ten in one day’s travel. On 
the Nevada side only two or three such fires were 
found. " 

1902 - Pla-cer Co unty 

"The second growth is being cut for firewood, the 
trees being from four to tv/elve inches in diameter. In 
many cases it is being burned off in the hope of malcing 
more pasturage. One fire this season near Butch Elat 
ran over an area of ten square miles. Many lesser 
fires have occurred in these townships this year, des-' 
trpying from five to a hundred acres each." 

— Report of Oct, 3d Charles H. Shinn 

1904 - Siskiyou and Shasta Counties 

The following extract is from Forest Assistant Slers Koch’s 
report of 1904 on the Proposed Mt, Sha-sta Forest Eeserve: 

"Traces of fii’e are seen almost eveiyv;here. It 
would be difficult to find a square mile of timberland 



in the region which has hot heen hnrned over at 
some time. It rarely happens that large bodies 
of timber are entirely _ desti'oyed by fire, 5he 
entire area thas destroyed is estimated at only 
eleven square miles. Host of this is in the upper 
timber belt, 

"During the summer, when this examination was 
made, fires were burning sdmost everywhere. During 
the month of August a thick pall of smoke hung over 
the whole country. A large majority of these were 
brush fires. During the dry season even the green 
chaparral burns freely. In the absence of fire lines 
to work fx-ora, it is almost inipossible to extinguish 
such fires. They burn until they go out for lack of 
material to burn or axe extinguished by rain," 

— PP. 4i-42 

"The causes of fire are many: Railroads, and 
especially logging railroads, are responsible for a. 
large proportion of the fires. Carap fires, smokers, 
clearing land, etc,, are frequently the origin of fires. 
Undoubtedly sheep and cattle men set out fires to improve 
the grazing end open up dense brush fields inrpenetrable 
to their stock. In one case a large fire near De la Mar 
was started by goat herders to burn a bear out of a 
can3''on. The fire burnt over many square miles, des- 
troyed, a large quantity of cut and piled cordwood, end 
seriously threatened the tov.n of De La Mar. 

"Another case was reported from ixear Round Mountain 
where ca,ttlemen started a fire to drive out a. band of 
goats, 

"The general feeling among settlers is against 
starting fires, more on account of the danger to their 
homes and fences than the damage to the timber," 

— P, 43 


1903 ~ Eldorado Coimty 

In a letter of October 22, 1905, from Ranger in Charge 
S.L.H, Ellis to the Forester, recoinraending the addition of Tomx- 
shlps 9 10 liorth. Ranges I'G, 17 and IS East to the Forest, he 

says; 


"From the surmrdt of Pyramid Peak, on August 3 I 
last. Deputy Forest Ranger Raymond Tyler and I counted 
seveix fires burning in this section. The entire region 
is grazed so intensely that there will be no fted there 
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in a short time unless this land is, placed mider 
Jorest Management, For the past several years, I am 
told, this region li3.s been crowded with sheep and 
many fires ha.ve been burning 'aJl summer*,” 


190*1 •- Colusa, Glenn and Lake Counties 


The following extract is taken from a letter dated 
September 13 » 1906 , from C. Tuttle of Colusa to the Secretary 
of the Interior, and relates to lands now within the Mendocino 
National S’© rest: 


”Ina.srauch as there is a strong and organized 
effort being made by the Stocicmens Association, to 
have the proposed Stony Creelc Reserve set aside, I 
take the liberty of writing you and presenting some 
reasons why this reserve should be maintained as 
recommended by the -Departiaent of Forestry, 

"The lands included in G-lenn, Colusa and Lake 
Counties, I am well a.cqua,inted witli, as I have been ■ 
hunting and fishing over them every season for the 
pa.st twelve years, and ha.ve ha.d a chance to notice 
the changes tha.t have taken place since my first 
trip there, and the conditions as they exist today; 
the lands in Mendocino and Tehama cownties I have 
never visited, so what I write, applies only to the 
water sheds of Stony Creek, and the lands in Gleim, 
Colusa and Lake, 

"Snovf mountair., SOOO feet, the highest peak in 
the Coast range, and Lit. St. Johai, are included in 
this Seserve, and Stony Creek, one of the largest 
tributaries of the Sacramento Paver has this as its 
water shed, 

"Nhen I first went to the top of Snow Mountain, 
the summit was covered with a. thick growth of peci vines 
and cherry thickets, today it is devoid of vegetation, 
and as dry and dusty as a desert, due to fires and the 
pasturage of sheep and goats; acres and acres of fine, 
timber ha-ve been destroyed by fires, and 0 . large 
acreage covered with young pine trees, have been 
burned over; a few of these fires may have been due to 
the carelessness of campers, but the majority of them 
are set by sheep and goat men, in order to make feed 
for the next year; these fires usually occurring at a 
time of the year when the sheep and goats are being 
taken out from the ranges. 
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"Late last fall when I was deer hunting on the 
north side of St, Johni sheep an^ goats were "being 
driven from the mountains, ^d__a trail of fires were 
left behind them, and the::'same ?CQnditions that exist 
on top of these mountains f ,and : the': h of the 

Stony Oredc, exist to a -great extent on the Eel river 
slope; there vast acres that used to be timbered, are 
now dry and dusty, devoid of vegetation, and the con- 
ditions growing worse every yeaTi^' 


\ 


Early Day Jires in the Hevada and Oreigon Ooxu^try 
AcL.iacent to California, 


lg60 - Mark ‘Twain's fire at Lsice 0?glioe 

Shortly after Maf!.c Twain caxiie west, he and his partner 
located a 300 acre timber claim on the east shore of Lslce Tahoe 
in. Nevada and proceeded to cai'.Tp out for avfhile. 

However, Mark was just as careless with his camp fire as 
is the average "tenderfoot" of today, so his timber went up in 
smoke. 

In "Tloughing It", Mark tells how it happened; 

"Wliile Johnny was carrying the min bulk of the 
provisions up to our 'house' for future use, I took 
the loaf of bread, some slices of bacon, and the 
coffee-pot, ashore, set them down by a tree, lit a 
fire, and v/ent bade to the boat to get the frying- 
pan, While I was at this, I heard a shout from 
Johnny, and looking up I saw that ray fire was gallop- 
ing 2.11 over the premises,' 

"Johnny was on the other side of it. He had to 
run through the flames to get to the laics shore, and 
then vje stood helpless a.nd watched the deva-station, 

"The ground v/as deeiolj'' carpeted with dry pine- 
needles, and the fire touched them off as if they 
vfers gunpowder. It was wonderful to see ’with what 
fierce speed the tall sheet of flame traveled,' iiy 
coffee-pot was gone, and everything \7ith it. In a 
minute and a half the fire seized upon a dense grovfth 
of dry manzanita chap2.?a,ral six or eight feet high, and 
then the roaring and popping and crackling was some- 
thing terrific, Ne were driven to the boat by the 
intense heat, and there we reraained, spell- bound. 


"'witMn half an hour all before us was a tossing, 
blinding temioest of flaniej It went surging up adjacent 
ridges — surmounted them and disappeared in the canyons 
beyond — burst into view upon higher and farther ridges, 
presently — shed a grander illumination abroad, and 
dove again — flamed out again, directly, higher and 
still higher up the moirotadn-side — tiirew out skirmish- 
ing parties of fire here axid there, and sent tixem trailing 
their crimson spirals away among remote ramparts and ribs 
and gorges, till as far as the eye could reach the lofty 
mountain-fronts were webbed as it v/ere with a tangled 
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network of red lava streams, Av/ay across the water 
the crags and domes were lit with a ruddy glare, 
and the firraament ahove was a, I'eflected belli 

"3very feature of the spectacle was repeated 
in the glowing mirror of the lelcei Soth pictures 
were sublime, both were beautiful; but tlia.t in the 
lake ha.d a bewildering richness about it that 
enchanted the eye and held it with the stronger 
fascination. 

"We sat absorbed and motionless through four 
long hours. '<Ve never thought of supper, and never 
felt fatigue. But at eleven o'clock the confla- 
gration had traveled beyond our range of vision, and 
then danlcness stole down upon the landscape again, 

"Hunger asserted itself now, but there was 
nothing to eat, ‘The provisions were all cooked, 
no doubt, but we did not go to see, 'Se were home- 
less v/anderers again, iiTitliout any property. Our 
fence v^as gone, our house burned dora; no insurance. 

Our pine forest ^vn3 v/ell scorched, the dead trees 
all burned up, and our broad acres of mansanita 
swept away, " 

Please note that there was manaanita brush there in thos 
days just as there is today. 


Some Parly B ay O r egon Records 

IgQO - Oregon 


"A Hr, P, ll, \7ilkins, of Eugene, Oregon, born 
near Oregon City, irnde when a boy of fifteen, fifty- 
five years ago, a trip to Ya,quina Bay and Seal Bode, 
at which time the whitened snags left from an old 
fire, were still standing. At Seal Eodk there was 
an enc'unpment of Indians, Hr, Wilkins* father and 
some other men in the party questioned the older 
Indians with regard to the fire which had left such 
an expanse of ccontry barz-en of timbei". Some of the 
older Indians were alive at the time of the fire and 
stated that it occurred about sixty-five or seventy 
years before, or about one hundred twenty yeans ago 
now, that it had burned an area roughly fifty to 
sixty miles long and tv/enty to thirty sniles vade; that 
the heat was so intense that Indians and animals ■ — ■ 
every living thing that could make its escape— were 



driven into the ocean and had to reciain there two 
or three days end even then a breeze from the ocean 
was all that saved theEi from perishing. Yet we are 
told that the Indians practised successfully the 
system of light burning to prevent serious confla- 
grationsj" — Ifrom "Six-l'wenty-Six'’ 

1841 to 1850 - Olatsou County 

Forest fires have heen common on this coast since lS4l, 

One occurred on the 1st of September of that year, and every 
year there have been more or less fires, started by Indians and 
camrjing parties, and in early times purposely set to clear land. 
xTo means are employed to stop these fires exccept in some instances 
back-firing, which has only been practiced in recent years. The 
most extensive fires tlxat have happened, extended along the north 
banic of the Golunibia River, belovf the Cascade Momxtains, and from 
8 to 10 miles wide. The year is not certainly remembered, but 
I think it was in September 1850, I well recollect the grandeur 
of the illumination, as seen in passing up and down the river, 
in the dense smoke at the time. For a distance of 50 miles or 
more, the forests were overran and many millions of dollars 
worth of timber were burned, that lay convenient for shipping, 
and of size best for handling and v/orking into lumber. There 
shoiJd be a law iitposing as a penalty, irnprisoixment at hard labor 
for a term of years, for setting these fires. Fines would not 
reach them, as the people who set them have generally no property, 
or at most nothing but a cabin that may have cost three days' 
labor. He sets fires to bum wha.t is called a "slashing”, thp.t 
is, timber and brush fell in any way that happens, and allowed 
to lay from three to six months, until a dry time, when it is 
set on fire as it lays all over the gro'imd, vdthout any regard 
to other timber, or the rights of others, or their imp>rovements. 
These slashing fires are set every year, and from ten to a. hundred 
thousand acres are burned over yearly. 

— W. H, Gray, Olney, Oregon 


184? - Clackamus 


Mors "Piute" Forestry, 

In "Report Upon Forestry" by F. B. Ho^ugh in 1882, which 
is a report on his studies in the West made to the United States 
Department of Agriculture, I find the follotdng accoxint hy William 
Phillips, a pioneer of Clackaraus, Oregon; 

"IThen I came to this country in 1S46 it was almost 
perfect in all its wildness, V/ith a few exceptions, 
not a tree or a shrub had been touched by the hand of 
man. Thousands of wild Indians roved over the prairies 
or hunted game in the almost impenetrable forests. Ho 



fires had ruji in these forests for hundreds of years, 
the Indians being careful not to let fire get out, lest 
the grass should be burned from their horses, of which 
they ha,d thousands, or lest the game should be driven 
from the forest in their section of the ccunti’y. Large 
trees, 3 4 feet in diameter, stood in these forests, 

with the accoriiulated debris of hundreds of years lying 
thick around their base, v/ith not a sign of fire about 
them. But early in the summer of ISUy, when the immi- 
grants, v.ho ha.d set out to seek homesteads for them- 
selves began to arrive, fires got started in the forests, 
and the summer being dry they burned throiigh the whole 
summer. Millions of acres of as fine forest timber as 
can be found on earth today were burned o^^er and killed, 
IVhole forests of red and yelloT^ fir, of the giant arbor- 
vitae, and of hemlock and tamarack were destroyed by 
these raging fires, 'fh© smoke was so thick that v/e 
could scarcely see the sun at midday, and people com- 
plained of sore eyes and oppressed breathing. The ashes 
carried by the winds became a nuisance in and about our 
houses. But at length the fall rains came, put out the 
fires and drove away the smoke, so that the people could 
breathe freely again, and get a view of the country, and 
of the ruins of the forests which had been her greatest 
boast, A million of dollars would not repair the damages 
done by fire during that season, " 

1880 - Columbia. County 

fires appeared about the middle of July and lasted about 
siz weeks. They originated in the burning of slashings, and were 
purposely set to clea.r them off. Hundreds, if not thousands of 
acres in this County were burned over, and this remark will apply 
to the greater part of Western Oregon. Lfuch valiiable timber, 
especially ceda.r and yellov/ fir w'ere burned. This is a heavil;/ 
timbered country, consistirg in part of cedar, yellow ai^d white 
fir, hemlock, maple and ash, as fine a body of timber a-s on this 
coast, or in the world. Except on the Columbia Elver, or other 
water courses, where it can be marketed, it has no valtie, and we 
bum it up to get rid of it for farming purposes, 

— H, A, Guild, Vernonio, Oregon 


1880 - I)ougla.s Co unty ' 

There are large districts in this County where the forests 
have been consumed by fire in former years, embracing loany thousand 
acres of once valuable timber land, but there are no data for 
reporting facts with accuracy, a.s the County is very large, extend- 
ing 150 miles from east to west, and 90 miles from north to south. 
The burned districts are mostly unstirveyed, and no records are 
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oljtalna'ble by which one could get anything reliable, either in 
rega-rd to the number of acres burned, or the value thereof; but 
I liave no doubt, if the actual damage could be ascertained, it 
v/ould run up into the millions, I am glad to see the department 
take hold of this matter, Tiiere are hundreds of fires started 
in the forests on this coast, for the purpose of destroying the 
timber, so as to make stock range, whereas, in a few years the 
timber v/ould be of a great deal more value tlian all the stock 
which these ranges can ever support, There is a class of people 
on this coast that are desiroiis of obtaining everything for them- 
selves, They appear to liave no thoughts as to what future gene- 
rations are to do for the want of tha,t which is now neeciJLessly 
destroyed. As to limiting the sj^read of fires. on this coast, I 
tliink it is inipossible, after they once get started, as the timber 
is so full of resin that it burns like a dry tar barrel, . A great 
many of our forest trees, if a ma.tch is ignited at the foot, will 
talce fire and the flame will run up from 100 to 200 feet in a few 
seconds, and if there is a wind, as there generally is, the fire 
spreads very rapidly, — Thomas Smith, Wilbur, Oregon 

IggQ - Lane Country 

Fires occurred about midsummer, and lasted till the rains 
came. They were probably started from, caiiip fires, and from the 
clearing of land, and when once under wgy, little can be done. 

They are usually of not grea.t extent, but there wa,s damage done 
to timber, forest products, tuid other property to a considerable 
extent. These fires occur every sunnier, and it seems inipossible 
to prevent them. They are always the result of carelessness rather 
than of recklessness., and quite often they are started by fires 
kindled by emigrants and others, and left burning when they go 
away. The smoke of these fires is so dense that in some years - 
at least twice within the last twelve - we have been obliged to 
light lanps in the day time, — H. Slsworth, Eugene City, Oregon 

IggO - Ijultnomah. County 

There have been extensive fires during; the last year, which 
began in August and lasted about four weeks. They v;ere set by 
careless men, and continued until extinguished by the rain. A 
large area- was burned over in this and other Counties, and a great 
deal of damage was done to standing timber. There can scarcely be 
any means devised for preventing these fires, as a great deal of 
brush is slashed every summer, and the wind scatters the fires in 
every direction. — G,E, Zimmerman, Portland, Oregon 

ISgO - Yam Hill County 

More or less of forest fires occur in the coast mountains 
every year, usuallsr beginning about the 1st of August, and con- 
tinuing two or three weeks. They are started by persons passing 
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to and fro, and from camp fires and. carelessness, V/hen a. fire once 
gets started in the mountains it is useless to try to put it out, 
as well as very dangerous, They will Ijurn until they go out of 
themselves, or until they are extinguished by the rain, and fre- 
qiiently run ten or twnnty miles, killing the green timbers, and 
burning up all that is dead and dry. Tillamook County is subject 
to these fires almost every year. They have very severe fires 
down on the sound and along the Colimibia Hiver, these parts being 
a very heavily timbered country. From the absence of statistics 
the extent and damage of these fires cannot be given, but in some 
years they are very heavy and destructive. Within the year past 
standing timber to the value of $5,000 must have been burned in 
this coxmtry and in Tillamook, So^vn on the Columbia. River there 
was much injury done to farms lying adjacent to the timber. The 
heaviest fires occur over in Washington Territory, and the smoke 
blown from thence southward, in the summer season, darken the sun, 
so that sometimes it is necessary to light candles to see at 
dinner, 

IS SO - Clackamas County 

Fires occurred in September, ISSO, from causes uiiknown, but 
probably from the carelessness of hunters, and burned imtil they 
were extinguished by rains, ■ — Oswego Precinct, Oregon 


